
GIS Users Meeting 
Agenda 

August 7, 2014 
 
Location: Constitution Hall, 525 W Allegan, Lansing 
 
Conference line: 877-873-8017 access code 7774472 
 
Timeline: 
 
9:30 – 10:00 Networking (Coffee, bagels, muffins provided) 
 
10:00 – 12:00 Morning Session 
 

I -      Introductions and Approval of Meeting Minutes 
 

II -     Federal, State, and Association Updates (5 minutes each) 
 

III -    Local, Regional, Vendor Partners, Other Updates (2 minutes each) 
 

IV -    Special Topic  
          

V -     Other Items, and Conclusion 
 
12:00 – 1:30 Lunch on your own. 
 
1:30 – 3:30 Educational Session. 
 
Morning session Special Topic: Vehicle Crash Location Data 
 
Presented by:  Representatives from the Michigan State Police (MSP) and Michigan Department of Transportation 
(MDOT) 
 
How MSP interfaces with the Michigan Geographic Framework to process traffic crashes and how MDOT utilizes this data 
to make traffic safety decisions. 
 
 
Afternoon Educational Topic: Mapping and Geospatial Data Collection in support of blight elimination 
 
Part #1 Presented by:  Andrea Szell and Tom Veldman - Kent State University 
    
This presentation will provide insight into spatial video, a novel geospatial approach increasingly employed in 
neighborhood-level built environment assessments. Spatial video is a GPS-embedded video technology which can 
provide increased efficiency and effectiveness in assessing built environment conditions across multiple time periods. 
Drawing on previous field experience in Detroit, Cleveland, New Orleans and Akron, researchers from Kent State 
University will present the benefits of spatial video technology as both a time-saving and cost-effective alternative to 
established methodologies currently employed in fine-scale community surveys. Strategies and opportunities for GIS 
professionals in Michigan to adopt this technology as a means of collecting fine-scale spatial data in their communities will 
also be discussed. 
 
Part #2 Presented by: Ryan McNeil - State Of Michigan, MI Land Bank 
 
The Michigan Land Bank Fast Track Authority (MLB) is tasked with the mission to promote economic growth in Michigan 
through the acquisition, assembly, and disposal of public property, including tax reverted property, in a coordinated 
manner to foster the development of that property, and to promote and support land bank operations at the county and 
local levels. 
The elimination or mitigation of blighted properties plays a key role in encouraging economic growth at the local, county, 
and state levels. The MLB has partnered with local agencies throughout the state to conduct targeted rehabilitation and 
demolition projects designed to assist individual homeowners, stabilize faltering neighborhoods, and support city-wide 
long-term planning. 
A major challenge the MLB has faced in making these partnerships successful is the identification and prioritization of 
eligible blighted structures to be included in the various programs. Critical data which specify property condition and 
ownership are often spread across multiple agencies and can be incomplete or outdated. 



The MLB is continually addressing the dilemma of collecting quality spatial data and maintaining its currency; this 
presentation documents several of the approaches taken by the MLB in the past and introduces several possibilities for 
future improvement. 
 


