
Meeting Description: Monthly GIS Users Group Meeting 

Date: December 2, 2010   Time: 10:00 AM 

Location: Michigan Center for Shared Solutions & Technology Partnerships, George W. 

Romney Building, 10th Floor, Large Conference Room 

 

Attendees: 

Paul Harmon, DTMB/CSSTP 

Laura Blastic, DTMB/CSSTP 

Steve Aichele, USGS 

Joyce Newell, MDOT 

Sam Quon, City of Lansing 

Julie White, U.S. Census Bureau 

Teri Debler, DTMB/CSSTP 

Teleconference: 

Trevor Floyd, St. Clair County 

Valdis Kalnins, Allegan County 

 

 
I.  Approval of Meeting Minutes 

1. November meeting minutes are available for viewing on the CSSTP website. 
 
 
II.  Geographic Framework Program 
 
 A.  Framework Activities Update 
 Laura Blastic, CSSTP 

1. Currently editing, feel free to send changes and will try to get them in. 
2. Bridge Review process 
3. Delivery date may be changed from March 1, 2011to April 1, 2011 depending 

on the availability of the 2010 Census Block Groups and Tracks.  If possible, 
we would like to incorporate them into the version 11. 

B.  Digital Ortho Update 
 Laura Blastic, CSSTP 

1. Flight areas will be defined by January 15th. 
2. Pictures was selected as the vendor.  
3. Created a better process for ArcGIS Explorer users who use MIS; contact 

Everett for more information. 



4. Valdis commented on public Bing maps birds eye view and government 
restrictions.  Forward to Everett for comment. From Microsoft representative 
“anyone with an internet connection can look at www.bingmaps.com as it is a 
public site”. 

5. Steve Aichele commented LiDAR Tri-County is available. 
 

 C.  Conferences Update 
1. Imagin Conference, May 2-3, 2011, in Bay City at the Double Tree.  
2. Michigan Township Association scheduled in last week of January in Grand 

Rapids; George, Everett, and Paul will be speaking about the MI Locator and 
broadband initiatives. 

3. MiCamp next September 21-23, 2011.   
 

 
III. MDNRE Projects and Activities 
Laura Blastic, CSSTP  

1. New version of the wetland viewer. 
 
 
IV. MDOT Projects and Activities  
Joyce Newell, MDOT 

1. Dealing with vacancies and the duties involved. 
2. Reviewing functional classification of roads; was a 4-year process in the past and 

looking at making that faster. 
 
Laura Blastic, CSSTP 

1. Some updates to the MI Drive application. 
2. PR Finder has been updated and should be ready in a couple of weeks. 
 

 
V.  MSP Projects and Activities 
Laura Blastic, CSSTP 

1. MSP was awarded a grant and contracted CSSTP to update the PSAP with GIS. 
2. Still trying to reach out to the GIS community and the dispatchers through 
meetings to be scheduled after the first of the year.  It will be handled similar to the 
way the NSDI grants were, with a website for input. 

 
 
VI. MDCH Projects and Activities 
Not represented 
 
 
VII. CSSTP Projects and Activities  
Paul Harmon, DTMB/CSSTP 

1. 2009 NSDI reports are due to the feds. 
2. Website is in a period of transition which may cause delays. 



3. Migration of the SOM website did not happen as scheduled and was pushed out 
another month, so there may be broken links.  Please report to Paul if you come 
across any areas that need attention. 

4. Cross-boundary meeting is still being planned. 
5. Michigan Imagery Portal (MIP) – still in development, waiting for a software 

upgrade to provide all of the necessary functionality to allow clip-zip-ship 
downloads. More details next meeting. 

 
 
VIII. MSU/RSGIS Projects and Activities 
Not represented 
 

 
IX. County/Local Projects and Activities 
 
Allegan County, Valdis Kalnins 

1. Working on emergency management plan for the Casino opening up. 
 
St. Clair County, Trevor Floyd 

1. On hold while they figure out their GIS role.  
 
City of Lansing, Sam Quon 

1. Working on updates to 911. 
2. Started looking at the LiDAR data from Tri-County. 

 
 
X.  Regional Projects and Activities 
Not represented 
 
 
XI. Federal Projects and Activities  
Julie White, U.S. Census Bureau 

1. Downsizing their staff and recommend them for any openings. 
2. Gordon and Joe are at a debriefing conference in Washington this week. 
3. State participation rate was 78% for mail. 
 

Steve Aichele, USGS 
1. Still uncertainty with the budget and does not anticipate any imagery for 

Michigan next year; instead they will be focusing on LiDAR. 
2. Enhanced Elevation Initiative is working on questionnaires to be sent out in 

March or April 2011. 
3. Updated topo’s not expected out until next fiscal year, possibly May. 
 
 

XII. Other Issues 
XIII. Next Meeting Date January 6, 2011 10AM-12PM 


