
Meeting Description: Monthly GIS Users Group Meeting 

Date: March 4, 2010   Time: 10:00 AM 

Location: Michigan Center for Shared Solutions & Technology Partnerships, George W. 

Romney Building, 10th Floor, Large Conference Room 

 

 

Attendees: 

Steve Aichele, USGS 

Joyce Newell, MDOT 

Laura Blastic, MDIT/CSSTP 

Everett Root, MDIT/CSSTP 

Justin Booth, MSU/RSGIS 

Rob Surber, MDIT/CSSTP 

Valdis Kalnins, Allegan County (by phone) 

Rose Anger (by phone) 

Bob Karr, US Bureau of the Census (by phone) 

Trevor Floyd, St. Clair County (by phone) 

Teri Debler, MDIT/CSSTP 

 
 
 
 

I.  Approval of Meeting Minutes 
 

1. January minutes are posted to the website.  February minutes will be ready soon. 
 
 
II.  Geographic Framework Program 
 
 A.  Framework Activities Update 
 
 Laura Blastic, CSSTP 

1. Adjusted delivery date to April 2, 2010. 
2. Entered final lockdown this week; version 10 editing almost complete. 
3. Oracle migration in testing phase; March 15 software delivery.  Testing and 

training to start for May production.  Accepting changes for next version. 
 



 Joyce Newell, MDOT 
1. New Federal functional classification code for bifurcation.  Will be an 

additional field for urban coding.  ACUB replaces FAUB code.  Will affect 
people using Roadsoft and Paser.  Laura Blastic added that version 10 will 
convert the old code to the new code. 

 
B.  Digital Ortho Update 

  
 Everett Root, CSSTP 

1. Spring 2010 Microsoft Bing Partnership has a new map of flight areas.  Flying 
about 11,000 sq miles.  Pixxures has been selected to do the flight.  81 miles 
of 6-inch, high resolution, has been bought up by the partner counties.  
Contracts in place and flight plans are being made. 

2. 2009 NAIP did arrive in 4-band and will be in the MIS.  RGB MrSID’s are in 
the portal now. 

 
 Steve Aichele, USGS  

1. Presented Orthoimagery Map displaying USGS partner projects. Includes 
SEMCOG, Tri-County, and Saginaw, Bay, and  Midland counties.  Heard 
from but nothing in place yet for Grand Traverse, Huron, Hillsdale, and the 
eastern half of the UP.   

2. SEMCOG, Tri-County, and CMU were successful in receiving LiDAR grants 
through ARRA. 

3. Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, the USGS will be collecting LIDAR in 
Lapeer, Jackson, Hillsdale, Lenawee, and several IN counties. 

4. 2010 should see 20% completion of new elevation data for Michigan available 
to public through CLICK (http://lidar.cr.usgs.gov/).  Data will be 2-meter or 
better and 15-cm vertical or better. 

5. Maximum point spacing for ARRA is 2-meter; SEMCOG and Tri-county 
have gone to ½-meter.  Vertical accuracy is the same.   

 
 C.  Conferences Update 
 

1. Imagin:  May 3-4, 2010, in Lansing, same place and hotel as last time.  
Announced speakers:   

  Randy Johnson, member of the National Geospatial Advisory  
   Council, and former president of NAICO  
  Jim Sparks, Indiana GIO 
2. MICAMP September 22-24, 2010 

 
 
III.  MDNRE Projects and Activities 
 
Everett Root, MDIT/CSSTP 

1. Demo of the MIHUNT application after today’s meeting. 
 



IV.  MDOT Projects and Activities  
 
Joyce Newell, MDOT 

1. Lane mile inventory work to be done as weather permits. 
2. DNRE has interest in Roadsoft for statewide culvert inventory and data.  

Suggested they contact Everett Root.   
3. PR Finder has a new layer with results of Lane Mile Inventory from last year. 

 
V.  MSP Projects and Activities 

Not reported. 
 
VI.  MDCH Projects and Activities 

Not reported. 
 
VII.  CSSTP Projects and Activities  
 
Laura Blastic, MDIT/CSSTP 

1. NSDI CAP Grant awarded to Geoplanning Services.  Starting to plan some 
locations, if anyone has any suggestions for outside of Lansing, especially 
Marquette/Gaylord. 

2. Will have a kickoff meeting March 18, 2010. 
3. Five listening sessions in April:  Kalamazoo, Detroit, Lansing, Gaylord, and 

Marquette.   
4. Grants extended through August 2010.   
5. Contractors will conduct interviews and business plans.   
6. Paul Harmon is the project manager for the category III. 

 
Rob Surber, MDIT/CSSTP 

1. Include leaders in the GIS communications; gear an executive summary toward 
them at some point. 

2. Current ARRA for broadband continues. 
3. Integrating Microsoft Sharepoint for the State, with future external access for 

local governments. 
 
Everett Root, MDIT/CSSTP 

1. MIS for State employees and MIP the public portal are in process, with a potential 
vector portal. 

 
 
VIII.  MSU/RSGIS Projects and Activities 
 
Justin Booth, MSU/RSGIS 

1. Planning a conversion of archives into digital environment. 
2. GIS training finished. 
3. Planning and collecting for ground control. 
4. Matt Schutte is no longer with RS&GIS 



IX.  County/Local Projects and Activities 
 
Allegan County, Valdis Kalnins 

1. New aerials in and being sent to local government. 
2. Will send copy to CSSTP. 

 
Barry County, Rose Anger 

1. Working on photo product for March Board of Review. 
2. Local utility company is installing five wireless internet towers in the county by 

grant funding. 
 
St. Clair County, Trevor Floyd 

1. Silverlight has now taken over their ArcIMS parcel viewer application on their 
website and is much faster. Send Trevor an email to get the connection 
information for Arc. 

 
 
X.  Regional Projects and Activities 
 
Everett Root for Steve Perry, SEMCOG 

1. 2010 flight will be starting soon.  Link to update at SEMCOG.org/aerials 
2. SEMCOG GIS User Group Meeting at SEMCOG, Thursday, March 11, 1:30pm.  

Agenda located at SEMCOG.org/GISseMichiganUserGroup.  ESRI will be 
presenting on training, Software Trends, ARC GIS Server, and User Scenarios. 

 
 
XI.  Federal Projects and Activities  
 
Bob Karr, US Census Bureau 

1. Mailings have begun; personnel will be in the field through late August. 
2. Assistance centers will be available. 
3. Census Vehicle is traveling around the nation on a road tour. 
4. His contact email is Robert.g.karr@census.gov 

 
Steve Aichele, USGS 

1. Brought a map showing about 8,500 sq miles of orthos and LiDAR to be 
collected; will be 4-band, 6 and 12 -inch, immediate public domain. 

2. NHD application training in the last week of April. 
3. HEM Hydrological Event Management tool will roll out at the AWRA conference 

in early April. 
 

XII.  Other Issues 
 
None 
 
XIII.  Next Meeting Date April 1, 2010 10AM 
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