GIS Users Meeting
Agenda
December 4, 2014

Location: Constitution Hall, 525 W Allegan, Lansing

Conference line: 877-873-8017 access code 7774472

Timeline:

9:30 – 10:00 Networking (Coffee, bagels, muffins provided)

10:00 – 12:00 Morning Session

I -      Introductions and Approval of Meeting Minutes

II -     Federal, State, and Association Updates (5 minutes each)

III -    Local, Regional, Vendor Partners, Other Updates (2 minutes each)

IV -    Special Topic 
         
V -     Other Items, and Conclusion

12:00 – 1:30 Lunch on your own.

1:30 – 3:30 Educational Session.

Morning session Special Topic: 
The ever increasing need for data transport speed and the changing landscape of broadband
Presented by: Jack Harris – Director, Enterprise Architecture and Network Strategies, DTMB Office of the CTO
Jack’s presentation will cover 3 areas that impact the Michigan GIS community and how we present, share, and move our spatial data.
1. Geometric increases in bandwidth driven by “Internet of Things”, Cloud services, video, data density/volume/velocity
1. Changes in broadband services providers’ capabilities (as brought to light by the most recent state WAN RFP)
1. Ongoing changes in public-sector networks  (SEN, NG911, FirstNet, local government partnerships)
____________________________________________________________________________________

Afternoon Educational Topic: The GRACE Project

Presented by: 	Yichun Xie, Eastern Michigan University
Andrew Hartwick, MiCAMP

The GRACE (Geographic information system Resources and Applications for Career Education) project is building upon a recent successful NSF-funded project that developed a model of geographic information systems and technology (GIS/T) based education – in essence, the field of mapping data.  
The objective of the earlier project was to prepare youth in economically disadvantaged communities for the prospect of careers in science, technology, engineering, or mathematics (STEM).  In the GRACE project, this model will be taken to a large number of students and teachers in grades 8-12 across the State of Michigan through a three-tiered learning process, Explorer, Investigator, and Intern.  
For preparing GIS/T interns, the GRACE team will bridge GIS/T organizations and volunteers with schools, students and teachers to integrate authentic GIS/T applications in curricula and provide a “foreseeable” career incentive for students to enthusiastically participate in STEM learning, especially for rural and underrepresented communities. 
At this presentation, Eastern Michigan University and Michigan Communities Association of Mapping Professionals (MiCAMP) will talk about the benefits of students’ participation in the internship program, the needs of GIS/T mentors from Michigan organizations and companies, and the protocols of how to establish partnerships between GIS/T organizations and volunteers with schools.
Additional information about the GRACE project can be found from: http://www.nsf.gov/awardsearch/showAward?AWD_ID=1433712&HistoricalAwards=false http://igre.emich.edu.
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