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Total net migration for Michigan has improved considerably since 2008 after deteriorating 
almost every year during the recession of 2001 and the subsequent One‐State Recession 
and “Great Recession.”  Unlike the following charts, this chart reflects international 
migration as well as domestic migration and it reflects migration by people under age 25 as 
well as those age 25 and over.
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Rates of migration from Michigan to other states (i.e. domestic out‐migration) increased 
during the One‐State Recession but have decreased somewhat since then.  However, rates 
of migration from other states into Michigan have continued to decrease.
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Rates of both in‐migration and out‐migration are higher for college graduates than for the 
population as a whole.  Michigan’s domestic out‐migration rate for college graduates was 
lower in 2009 and 2010 than it was in the first half of the decade, but in‐migration rates 
continue to be lower as well.
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Michigan’s One‐State Recession lasted from the middle of 2002 to the middle of 2007.  Net 
domestic migration rates for college graduates have improved slightly since then but 
remain much less favorable than in the first half of the decade.
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In the first half of the decade, Michigan’s domestic in‐migration and out‐migration were 
balanced for people with some college and with bachelor’s degrees.  Out‐migration was 
more dominant for people with graduate or professional degrees, for high school 
graduates, and particularly for people who had not graduated from high school.

As is the case for other states, both in‐migration and out‐migration were highest for people 
with the highest levels of education.  Michigan did not have a significant brain drain at this 
time, and its domestic migration ratios were worse for the lowest levels of education than 
for the highest.
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Domestic out‐migration rates have improved somewhat at both extremes of the 
educational spectrum, but in‐migration rates for people with college education have 
decreased even more.  The only educational category with an improved ratio of out‐
migration to in‐migration is people without high school diplomas.  That may reflect lower 
rates of out‐migration by retirees.
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(1) Domestic Out-Migration
Educational Attainment 2000-04 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Total (age 25+) 1.4% 1.7% 1.9% 1.8% 1.7% 1.7% 1.6%
Not High School Graduate 1.4% 1.3% 1.8% 1.2% 1.3% 1.3% 1.2%
High School Graduate 1.0% 1.4% 1.4% 1.4% 1.3% 1.2% 1.1%
Some College 1.5% 1.7% 1.9% 1.7% 1.4% 1.6% 1.5%
Bachelor's Degree 2.3% 3.6% 3.2% 2.5% 2.9% 2.3% 2.3%
Graduate or Prof. Degree 4.2% 2.5% 4.2% 3.3% 2.7% 3.3% 2.9%
Postsecondary Education 1.7% 2.0% 2.2% 2.2% 2.0% 2.1% 1.9%
Bachelor's Plus 2.9% 3.3% 3.5% 2.8% 2.8% 2.7% 2.5%

(2) Domestic In-Migration
Educational Attainment 2000-04 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Total (age 25+) 1.3% 1.2% 1.1% 1.1% 1.1% 1.0% 1.0%
Not High School Graduate 0.8% 0.9% 1.3% 1.0% 1.1% 0.9% 1.1%
High School Graduate 0.8% 0.9% 0.8% 0.8% 0.8% 0.8% 0.8%
Some College 1.5% 1.2% 1.1% 1.1% 1.0% 0.9% 0.8%
Bachelor's Degree 2.4% 2.5% 2.1% 1.5% 1.4% 1.4% 1.3%
Graduate or Prof. Degree 3.7% 2.7% 2.3% 2.0% 1.8% 1.6% 1.5%
Postsecondary Education 1.7% 1.5% 1.3% 1.3% 1.2% 1.2% 1.1%
Bachelor's Plus 2.8% 2.6% 2.2% 1.7% 1.5% 1.5% 1.4%

(3) Domestic Net-Migration
Educational Attainment 2000-04 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Total (age 25+) -0.2% -0.5% -0.7% -0.7% -0.6% -0.7% -0.6%
Not High School Graduate -0.5% -0.4% -0.5% -0.2% -0.2% -0.4% 0.0%
High School Graduate -0.2% -0.5% -0.5% -0.6% -0.5% -0.4% -0.3%
Some College -0.1% -0.4% -0.8% -0.6% -0.5% -0.7% -0.6%
Bachelor's Degree 0.1% -1.0% -1.1% -1.0% -1.5% -0.9% -0.9%
Graduate or Prof. Degree -0.5% 0.2% -1.9% -1.3% -0.9% -1.7% -1.3%
Postsecondary Education -0.1% -0.5% -0.9% -0.8% -0.8% -0.9% -0.8%
Bachelor's Plus -0.1% -0.7% -1.3% -1.1% -1.2% -1.2% -1.1%
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(4) Out-Migration Ranks   1=highest (worst) in nation; 51=lowest (best) in nation

Educational Attainment 2000-04 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Total (age 25+) -- -- -- 46 46 43 46
Not High School Graduate -- -- -- 47 39 37 38
High School Graduate -- -- -- 44 43 43 47
Some College -- -- -- 48 50 40 46
Bachelor's Degree -- -- -- 43 29 42 40
Graduate or Prof. Degree -- -- -- 30 48 25 38
Postsecondary Education -- -- -- 45 47 42 46
Bachelor's Plus -- -- -- 39 39 38 38

(5) In-Migration Ranks   1=highest (best) in nation; 51=lowest (worst) in nation

Educational Attainment 2000-04 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Total (age 25+) -- -- -- 51 51 51 51
Not High School Graduate -- -- -- 47 45 47 40
High School Graduate -- -- -- 50 50 49 50
Some College -- -- -- 50 50 51 51
Bachelor's Degree -- -- -- 51 51 51 51
Graduate or Prof. Degree -- -- -- 50 50 51 51
Postsecondary Education -- -- -- 51 51 51 51
Bachelor's Plus -- -- -- 51 51 51 51

(6) Net Migration Ranks   1=highest (best) in nation; 51=lowest (worst) in nation

Educational Attainment 2000-04 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Total (age 25+) -- -- -- 47 46 46 47
Not High School Graduate -- -- -- 35 35 40 35
High School Graduate -- -- -- 44 47 41 41
Some College -- -- -- 39 42 47 48
Bachelor's Degree -- -- -- 47 48 45 48
Graduate or Prof. Degree -- -- -- 48 46 48 45
Postsecondary Education -- -- -- 47 44 49 48
Bachelor's Plus -- -- -- 47 46 48 47

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey.  Data for 2007 through 2010 are from tables 
B07009 and B07409.  Data prior to 2007 are derived from the Public Use Microdata Set maintained
by the University of Minnesota.  
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