Green Lodging News

January/February 2007

Waste Management

One of the most important
aspects of an
environmentally friendly
lodging facility is and
effective waste management.
In addition to environmental
benefits that come from
effective waste management,
lodging facilities can also
benefit from decreased costs

Green Lodging News is a
publication targeted toward
Michigan’s hospitality
facilities. It is a service of the
Energy Office, Michigan Dept.
of Labor and Economic
Growth. If you are interested in
subscribing to the bimonthly
newsletter, please contact
dohertyrl@michigan.gov.

Green Tip of the Month

Replace all Incandescent

xit Signs with Li}ght

Emitting Diode (LED)
Exit Signs.

LED Exit Signs use 95%
less energy than
incandescent and last 20

times as long, savin
energy and essentially
eliminating maintenance
time.

Compact Fluorescent
(CFL) Exit Signs although
better than incandescent
should also be replaced by
LED Exit Signs.
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and liabilities. Also,
effective waste
management can result in
purchasing savings and be
used as a marketing tool to
attract environmentally
conscientious cliental.

Before implementing
specific waste prevention
policies and practices it is
important to establish a
Waste Prevention Program.
The following are the basic
steps to developing a
Waste Prevention Program.

1. Demonstrate  Support
from management.

Conduct a Waste Audit
Set Priorities & Goals
Implement Program

AP

Monitor, Evaluate, &
Fine-tune Program

The foundation for any
waste management
program is the Three R’s—
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle.

Ideally the initial goal is to
reduce waste materials by
not acquiring them in the
first place. This can be
done by eliminating excess
packaging, purchasing
durable equipment, and
using email and other
electronic media for
communication.

After reducing all feasible
waste the focus shifts to
looking for ways to reuse
materials. Electronic
equipment can be donated
to Goodwill, old table
cloths and bed sheets can
be used as cleaning rages,
office paper scraps can be
used for scratch work and
note taking.

The final step is to recycle
the remaining material
accepted by local haulers,

processors, and material
handlers. Contact local
municipalities for

information on recycling
programs available in your
area. One way to boost the
demand for recycled goods
is to specify the purchase
of post-consumer recycled
materials.

There are several resources
available to help develop a

Waste Management
Program. There is a
lodging specific Waste

Management Guide on the
GLM website. This guide
includes detailed
instructions on how to
establish a Waste
Management Program, tips
for the various sectors of a
typical lodging facility and
links to other useful sites.

Spotlight—Neahtawanta Inn

The Neahtawanta (Nee-ah-ta-wan-ta) Inn is a Bed & Breakfast located on the
Old Mission Peninsula in Grand Traverse Bay. The B&B incorporates many unique
environmental initiatives at their facility such as composting food waste, purchasing
local products, and using organic air fresheners. The inn keepers, Bob Russell and Sally
Van Vleck have been long-time environmental activists and incorporate their
philosophies of conservation, respect for the Earth, and sustainable living at their Inn.

Surrounded by woods and water, the Neahtawanta Inn offers peace and comfort
for those who need to rest and rejuvenate. The large living/dining room with a sunken
fieldstone fire pit and library with many books and periodicals are available for guests.
The B&B also features a wheelchair accessible room and yoga studio.

The Neatawanta Inn is a Green Lodging Michigan Steward. You can learn about
the Neatawanta Inn and the Green Lodging Michigan program by visiting their websites.

The Department of Labor & Economic Growth will not discriminate against any individual or group because of race, sex,
religion, age, national origin, color, marital status, disability, or political beliefs. If you need assistance with reading,
writing, hearing, etc., under the Americans with Disabilities Act, you may make your needs known to this agency.



http://www.michigan.gov/documents/CIS_EO_Waste_Management_Information_Guide_169565_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/CIS_EO_Waste_Management_Information_Guide_169565_7.pdf
www.michigan.gov/greenlodging
www.michigan.gov/greenlodging
http://www.oldmission.com/inn/
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