
Green Tip of the Month              

Tips for Travelers 

Keep the following in mind 
when traveling: 

• Setback thermostats  

• Unplug appliances such 
as TV’s, which use 

energy even when off 

• Temporarily stop 
newspaper delivery 

• Stay at a GLM facility 

• For more ideas visit the 
Resources for Travelers 

section of the GLM 
website. 

Green Lodging News is a 
publication targeted toward  
M i c h i g a n ’ s  h o s p i t a l i t y 
facilities. It is a service of the 
Energy Office, Michigan Dept. 
of Labor and Economic 
Growth. If you are interested in 
subscribing to the bimonthly 
newsletter, please contact   
dohertyr1@michigan.gov. 

achieved from an energy 
audit: 
• reduction of operating 

costs and increase in 
profits 

• conservation of natural 
r e s o u r c e s  a n d 
protection of the 
environment 

• improved building 
o p e r a t i o n  a n d 
maintenance 

• improved building 
comfort and safety 

 
An effective energy audit 
will do the following: 
• clearly identify the 

types and costs of 
energy use 

• show how energy is 
currently used (and 
wasted) in a facility 

• identify and analyze 
alternatives that could 
reduce energy costs 

• perform an economic 
analysis on alternatives 
to decide which are 
cost effective 

 
Typically there are three 
phases to an energy audit. 
1. Pre l iminary  Data 

Collection & Analysis 
2. O n - S i t e  F a c i l i t y 

Inspection 
3. Data Analysis & 

Report Writing 
 
The Preliminary Data 
Collection & Analysis 
consists of gathering 12 
months of utility bills, and  
descriptive information 
about the facility. 
 
On-Site Facility Inspection 
consists of a tour of the 
entire facility to examine 
the operational patterns and 
equipment usage. Building 
systems such as: building 

e n v e l o p e ,  h e a t i n g , 
ventilation, air condition, 
lighting, water heaters, and 
motors will be examined. 
 
The Data Analysis & 
Report Writing consists 
analyzing the data and 
evaluating potential energy 
conservation measures.  
Conclusions are then put 
into a report, along with 
calculations, assumptions, 
a n d  o t h e r  f a c i l i t y 
information, to be reviewed 
by facility staff and 
administrators. 
 
Green Lodging Michigan  
applicants are currently 
eligible for a free energy 
audit. For more information 
contact Roger Doherty at 
(517)241-6224. With this 
audit facilities will also be 
benchmarked and could 
qualify for Energy Star 
designation. 
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Spotlight—The Wren’s Nest 

Green Lodging News 

 The Wren’s Nest is a bed & breakfast located in West Bloomfield, Michigan. 
The Wren’s Nest is a historical home that can trace its roots back to 1832. Proprietor 
Irene Scheel has lived in this Greek-Revival style house since 1960 and has preserved 
the history of the house’s past and created much of her own. 
 The Wren’s Nest incorporates many unique environmental initiatives at their 
facility such as using low VOC (volatile organic compounds) products, implementing a 
comprehensive recycling program, and a towel & linen reuse program. The property is 
also beautifully landscaped with native trees and plants.   
 The Wren’s Nest also features The Goatea Room, which is available for tea 
gatherings, offering unique and uncommon teas from around the world and a variety of 
accompanying hors d’oeuvres. You can learn more about The Wren’s Nest and the 
Green Lodging Michigan program by visiting their websites. 

Energy Audits 

The Department of Labor & Economic Growth will not discriminate against any individual or group because of race, sex, 
religion, age, national origin, color, marital status, disability, or political beliefs. If you need assistance with reading, 
writing, hearing, etc., under the Americans with Disabilities Act, you may make your needs known to this agency.  

An energy audit is the first 
step towards effective 
energy management. An 
energy audit examines how 
much energy a facility 
consumes and evaluates 
measures that can be taken 
to make the facility more 
energy efficient. The 
following benefits can be 

http://www.michigan.gov/greenlodging�
http://www.thewrensnestbb.com/�
http://www.michigan.gov/greenlodging�
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