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Buy Local - Environmental Purchasing

One important part of any
green lodging program is the
purchasing plan. The typical
hotel purchases more
products in 1 week than a
family purchases in a year.

Environmentally  Preferred
Purchasing refers to making
an effort to specify

Green Lodging News is a
publication targeted toward
Michigan’s hospitality
facilities. It is a service of the
Energy Office, Michigan Dept.
of Labor and Economic
Growth. If you are interested in
subscribing to the bimonthly
newsletter, please contact
dohertyrl @michigan.gov.

Green Tip of the Month
Linen/Towel Reuse

One of the most important
things a lodging facility can
do to conserve water is offer

guests the opportunity to
reuse their linens. It is
estimated that you will save

13.5 gallons of freshwater

per guest room per day b
reusing the linens & towels.

In addition to water savings,
towel/linen reuse programs
will save on water heating
and handling, as well as
reduce the use of detergents
and chemicals.

Be on the look out for linen/
towel reuse cards provided
by GLM...Coming Soon!

environmentally  friendly
products (and packaging)
in all purchasing decisions.
This is typically done by
requiring products be from
post consumer recycled
materials, specifying
Energy Star qualified
products for equipment
replacement, avoiding
single use items,
purchasing biodegradable
products, and asking
vendors to reduce (or take
back) excess packaging.

However, there is another
aspect of environmentally
preferred purchasing that is
equally important, yet
often overlooked.
Purchasing local products
(typically food) whenever
possible. There are several
reasons to buy locally
produced products.

e Locally produced items

Spotlight—Bayshore Resort

require less fuel for
transportation. The
average food product
purchased in a
supermarket has
traveled more than
1000 miles while those
purchased locally have
usually traveled less
than 50 miles.

Locally grown food
usually goes from farm
to plate in less than 24
hours so it is extremely
fresh, and healthier for
guests.

When food is bought
directly from local
producers as much as
80-90 cents per dollar
spent goes directly to
the farmer. However,
when bought through
supermarkets typically
only 10 cents per dollar
makes it to the farmer.

e Buying local keeps a
greater portion of the
money in the local
economy. More of the
tax dollars are kept
locally and provide
services to the nearby
community.

e Buying local can
provide an opportunity
to separate your
facility from others.
You can advertise fresh
produce and locally
brewed beverages as a
kitchen staple.

You should start by
analyzing where all your
food comes from and think
about local alternatives.
Specify to vendors that you
want local products when
available and begin
protecting the environment
while supporting the local
economy.

The Bayshore Resort’s Victorian style hotel is nestled on the sandy beach of

Michigan’s West Grand Traverse Bay, in Traverse city, Michigan.

The resort is

conveniently located near Old Mission Peninsula and Leelanau Peninsula, in the heart of
all the natural beauty that is the signature of Northern Michigan.

The Bayshore Resort incorporates many unique environmental initiatives at their
facility such as using sophisticated lighting controls (photo sensors, timers, &
occupancy/motion sensors) and Energy Star LED exit signs. The resort also conserves
water by using low-flow fixtures and toilets, as well as offering a linen/towel reuse
program to interested guests. The Bayshore Resort was also one of the areas first totally

smoke-free lodging facilities.

You can learn more about the Bayshore Resort and the Green Lodging Michigan
program by visiting their websites.
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