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MICHIGAN COMMISSION FOR THE BLIND

College Assessment

The mission of the Michigan Commission for the Blind (MCB) is to provide individuals who are blind or visually impaired the opportunity to achieve employment and independence. We believe in the capacity of each blind person to achieve excellence, to be productive, independent and to be involved in the community.

The purpose of the Michigan Commission for the Blind participation in college programs is to help the individual to become competitively employed.  Consumers of the Michigan Commission for the Blind are encouraged to select a vocational goal that will be pursued throughout their rehabilitation program, and until they have found employment in the competitive labor market.

The Michigan Commission for the Blind believes it is very important for students beginning the college experience to have the skills that will allow them to compete with their peers. Being ready to participate effectively in college means that the student will need to have attitudes, skills, and equipment that will allow them to be successful.

Before an Individual Plan for Employment is developed for Michigan Commission for the Blind participation in a program of higher learning, the individual must demonstrate his or her ability to function in the academic environment. The individual shall demonstrate his or her ability in the areas of communication skills, note taking, technology skills, travel, and activities of daily living. Other areas may be deemed necessary by the individual's counselor/teacher, in consultation with the consumer.

The Michigan Commission for the Blind College Assessment has been developed to measure the student's preparedness for college. Considering the above statements, this assessment has been developed to allow prospective students to demonstrate their level of independence in each of the nine areas being assessed.  It is not a pass/fail assessment. However, it is a tool for the Michigan Commission for the Blind counselor and the student to decide if other training or skill building is needed prior to starting college. To assist in this determination, each area will have either an exact score where available, or one of three ratings, depending upon the student’s performance: Needs Improvement (student was unable to complete or had considerable difficulty accomplishing one or more tasks); Meets Expectation (student completed all tasks); High Performing (student accomplished all tasks easily).

Effective methods for note taking, reading, and writing are crucial parts of being successful in a college program.

· In the student’s preferred reading format, reading expectations would be for a minimum speed of 100 wpm.  

· Students are expected to score at a minimum of tenth grade level on the WRAT II. 

· Students are expected to read at tenth grade level or above on the Basic Reading Inventory. 

The emphasis throughout this assessment is on adaptive skills and independent functioning. These are the basis for success, both in college and employment.

This assessment can be administered at the Michigan Commission for the Blind Training Center or by other qualified centers or staff. This assessment will be completed in its entirety, utilizing the specified measurement tools.

MCB College Assessment

COMPUTER SKILLS

Name:

Date:

Instructor:

Total Class Hours:

1. Did the student use basic keyboarding skills with correct fingering?

Yes

No

Comments/Recommendations:

2. What was the student’s typing speed and accuracy rate?

· Speed:

· Accuracy:

Comments/Recommendations:

3. Was the student able to use basic Windows navigation skills to do the following?

· Find an application 

· Open an application

· Close an application 

Describe the methods the student used to complete the above tasks.

Comments/Recommendations:

4. Using the document given, “Super Size Me,” (provided in electronic format) was the student able to complete the following?

· Add a title page

· Add a header (with name of paper and page numbers)

· Adjust margins to be one inch on all sides

· Double-space the document

· Indent the first line of each paragraph
· Change the font size to 12 point

· Run a spell check

· Proofread the document

· Print the document

· Staple the document in correct order

Please turn the completed paper in (in both electronic and print formats) with this assessment.

5. Using either of the following websites, www.acb.org or www.nfb.org, was the student able to do the following?

· Find the  specific website       

· Store the site in favorites     

· Find the website again        

· Navigate the website      

· Use links provided on the website        

· Find a form on the website     

· Fill out the form           
· Print the form and have the teacher attach to report      (Do not submit the form) 
Comments/Recommendations:      

6. The student should find information on a subject using the search engine of his/her choice (e.g., Yahoo, Google). Examples of subjects are favorite sport, team, hobby, entertainer, movie, or music. 

· What search engine was used? 

· What was located?

7.  Was the student able to write a business letter in one class session (50 minutes)? Suggested topics are getting information about student housing, internships/employment, or complaining about a defective product.  The student is responsible for the content and address of the letter (which can be a fictional address).  The letter shall be included (in both print and electronic format) with the assessment.

8.  The student will write a one-page paper in one class period (50 minutes). The topic should be what the student believes his/her strengths and weaknesses are in his/her ability to attend college. The paper shall be included with the assessment (in both print and electronic format).

9. Was the student able to write a term paper with two or three pages of content, citing at least two references (one from the Internet)?  Part of this paper is to be done in class and completed within seven days of the assignment being given. The paper is to be turned in with this assessment in both print and electronic formats. 

Yes

No

Comments/Recommendations:

Overall, this student’s computer skills rate:

__Needs Improvement (student was unable to complete or had                                                                                          

     Considerable difficulty accomplishing one or more tasks)

__Meets Expectation (student completed all tasks)

__High Performing (student accomplished all tasks easily)

MCB College Assessment

BRAILLE

Name:

Date:

Instructor:

Total Class Hours:

1. Does the student know contracted Braille? If no, skip the remainder of this section.

Yes

No

Comments/Recommendations:

2. What is the student’s Braille reading speed when reading silently?

WPM?

3. What is the student’s Braille reading speed when reading aloud?

WPM?

4. Does the student use a Perkins Brailler, and if “yes,” what is the student’s writing speed?

Yes

No

WPM? 

Comments/Recommendations:

5. Does the student use a slate and stylus, and if “yes,” what is the student’s writing speed?

Yes

No

WPM?

Comments/Recommendations:

6. Does the student use an electronic Braille device?  

Yes

· Writing WPM?

· Reading (if Braille display is available) WPM?

· What type of Braille device was used?

No

Comments/Recommendations:

MCB College Assessment

COMMUNICATION SKILLS

Name:

Date:

Instructor:

Total Class Hours:

1. Have the student give examples of how he or she would express his or her accommodation need(s) to a college instructor.  Please list examples given.

Comments/Recommendations:

2. Have the student make telephone contact with one of the following offices and obtained the specified information?

· Student Disability services office:


1) How do I register with your office?

2) What services are available for me as a visually impaired student?

· Finance office:

1) What is the cost of tuition and room and board for one semester at your college?

2) Does your college have a list of scholarships available, and how would I access it?

Instructor comments on this assignment:

3. What form of communication can the student use to record the name, address and phone number of an unfamiliar person?  

· Pen/pencil and paper

· Slate and stylus

· Braille writer 
· Computer

· Digital voice (memo) recorder

· Tape recorder

· PDA

· Other

Comments/Recommendations:

4. What is the student’s preferred method for recording information?

Preferred method:

Comments/Recommendations:

5. Rate the student’s ability to effectively use each of the following technology or services according to this scale: NA = Not applicable for this student; 1 = Unfamiliar, 2 = somewhat familiar but needs additional training; 3 = Independent user.

· Closed-circuit television (to read a magazine article)

· Standard cassette recorder (to play and record a tape)

· 4-track textbooks (play a brief section on all four sides)

· 4-track tape recorder with tone indexing (record on all sides)

· National Library Services (obtain a text book)

· Recordings for the Blind (obtain a text book)

· Telephone information services (e.g., Call Tell ME to get weather forecast for today)

· Digital memo recorder (to record and retrieve a phone number)

· PDA (Palm Pilot, Parrot, etc., to record and retrieve an appointment on his/her calendar)

· Digital book player (Vibe, Bookport, etc.) 
· Other equipment:

Comments/Recommendations:

Overall, this student’s communication skills rate:

__Needs Improvement (student was unable to complete or had   

     Considerable difficulty accomplishing one or more tasks)

__Meets Expectation (student completed all tasks)

__High Performing (student accomplished all tasks easily)

MCB College Assessment

COOKING SKILLS

Name:

Date:

Instructor:

Total Class Hours:

1) Can the student prepare simple cold foods? 

 (e.g., prepare morning cereal, make a sandwich)

Yes

No

Comments/Recommendations:

2)  Was the student able to make a simple convenience food in the microwave (e.g., Hot Pocket, frozen pizza)?

Yes

No

Comments/Recommendations:

3) Can the student prepare a hot breakfast? (e.g., eggs, pancakes, French toast)  

Yes

No

What was made?

Comments/Recommendations:

4) Was the student able to make a menu and shopping list for a three-item meal (i.e., starch, vegetable and protein)?  
Yes

No

Comments/Recommendations:

5) Was the student able to independently follow the shopping list and purchase necessary foods to prepare a three-item meal, spending no more than $15.00 on the items purchased? NOTE:  If a small amount of spice, milk, etc. is needed and available, it does not have to be purchased for this activity.

Yes

No

Comments/Recommendations:

6).   Can the student prepare the three-item meal, (a starch, vegetable, and protein), utilizing the stovetop and oven and at least one small appliance, e.g., blender, mixer, food processor?  
Yes

No

What was made?

Which appliance(s) was/were used?

Comments/Recommendations:

7) Did the student use appropriate and safe methods for cooking, clean-up and use of appliances?

Yes

No

Comments/Recommendations:

8) If the student has specific health-related food restrictions, can he/she explain the needs and restrictions?

Yes

No

N/A

Comments/Recommendations:

Overall, this student’s cooking skills rate:

__Needs Improvement (student was unable to complete or had   

     Considerable difficulty accomplishing one or more tasks)

__Meets Expectation (student completed all tasks)

__High Performing (student accomplished all tasks easily)

MCB College Assessment

MATH SKILLS

Name:

Date:

Instructor:

Total Class Hours:

Explanation:  In this area students must be able to demonstrate basic math skills using the WRAT II (use of a calculator is permitted) and Dr. Gallagher’s mental math test (no calculator, of course).  The test should be administered in a quiet area with no interruptions, tutoring or special assistance.  NOTE:  When the assessment is not being done at MCBTC or VHS, the mental math test will be administered by MCB staff.  

1) What format did the student use for math?

· Braille: 

· Print – Font size ___ point

· Other

2) What type of calculator was used to complete the WRAT? Are there any other types of calculators that the student reports ability to use?  Please circle or write in below.

· Basic calculator

· Accounting program/calculator

· Graphing program/calculator

· Scientific program/calculator

· Statistical program/calculator

· Other: __________________________
3) What was the student’s grade level on the WRAT?

4) On the mental math test, what was the score?

· Correct answers

· Percentage score

· List areas that need remediation.

MCB College Assessment

NOTE TAKING SKILLS

Name:

Date:

Instructor:

Total Class Hours:

In this area students must be able to demonstrate basic note taking skills by listening to an audio or videotape of a class lecture. Appropriate accommodations may be provided when necessary.  Students can use their preferred method of note taking. Within a week after the lecture is completed, students will be tested on the material.  No notes can be used during the test (closed book). Students are to hand in notes upon completion. Notes are to be included with this report.  If notes were done in electronic format, then they should be turned in on disk or printed on paper. This assessment may be administered individually or to a group of students.

1. What format did the student use for taking notes? 

· Braille

· Print – Font size:  ______ point

· Type of pen/paper

· Electronic device or computer (specify brand/model)

· Tape recorder (specify brand/model)

· Digital voice recorder (specify brand/model)

· Note-taker/scribe

· Other (please describe)

2. What other format does the student report having used successfully in the past? 

· Braille

· Print – Font size: ___ point

· Type of pen/paper

· Electronic device or computer (specify brand/model)

· Tape recorder (specify brand/model)

· Digital voice recorder (specify brand/model)

· Note-taker/scribe

· Other (please describe)

3. What was the student’s score on the test?

4. Do you have any concerns or recommendations about the student’s note-taking skills?

Overall, this student’s note-taking skills rate:

__Needs Improvement (student was unable to complete or had 

     Considerable difficulty accomplishing one or more tasks)

__Meets Expectation (student completed all tasks)

__High Performing (student accomplished all tasks easily)

MCB College Assessment

INDEPENDENT LIVING SKILLS AND MONEY AND TIME

Name:

Date:

Instructor:

Total Class Hours:

1. Did the student demonstrate good personal hygiene? 

Yes. 

No  

If no, please describe problem areas in detail.

2. The student should describe how they would dress in the following situations. Please list the student’s responses.

· Social setting (e.g. picnic)

· For a dinner date

· For a classroom setting

· For a job interview

3. Did the student demonstrate ability to clean his/her living space (apartment/dorm room, etc.)?  Please note any problem areas.

Yes

No

Comments/Recommendations:

4. Did the student demonstrate the skills to change sheets and make a bed?

Yes

No

Comments/Recommendations:

5. Did the student demonstrate the skills to do laundry independently?

Yes

No

Comments/Recommendations:

6. What time-telling devices does this student have? Please list them below.

Can he/she independently use these devices?

7. Does the student have an effective method for identifying, counting and keeping track of money (cash)? 
Yes

No

Comments/Recommendations:

8. Can the student correctly demonstrate counting change from a purchase?

Yes

No

Comments/Recommendations:

9. Which of the following does the student report or demonstrate being able to independently use?
· ATM

· Savings account

· Checking account

· Debit card

· On-line banking

10. Can the student write a legible check and demonstrate balancing the account? (Using a calculator is acceptable.)

Yes

No

Comments/Recommendations:

11. What was the method used for labeling objects in the environment (e.g., clothing, books)?  The student will describe his or her system for labeling and organizing clothing and school items.

Overall, this student’s Independent Living, Money and Time skills rate:

__Needs Improvement (student was unable to complete or had 

    Considerable difficulty accomplishing one or more tasks)

__Meets Expectation (student completed all tasks)

__High Performing (student accomplished all tasks easily)

MCB College Assessment

Reading Skills

Name: 

Date: 

Instructor: 

Total Class Hours: 

In this area students must be able to demonstrate basic reading skills using the Basic Reading Inventory: Pre-Primer through Grade Twelve of the Texas School for the Blind Assessment Kit.  The test will include vocabulary, reading speed, and reading comprehension.  Testing will be done in a quiet area with no interruptions. (This test is available at MCBTC and VHS.)

1. What format did the student use for reading?

· Braille 





· Print – Font size: ___ point 

· Computer (JAWS, ZoomText, WindowEyes, etc.)

Comments/Recommendations: 

2. What was the student’s reading speed?

WPM 


Comments/Recommendations:

3. What was the student’s grade level of comprehension? 

Grade level 

Comments/Recommendations:

4. What is the student’s reading speed electronically?

WPM

Comments/Recommendations:

5. What is the student’s grade level of comprehension when reading electronically?

Grade Level: 

Comments/Recommendations:

MCB College Assessment

Travel Skills

Name: 

Date: 

Instructor:

Total Class Hours: 

1. Did the student demonstrate the ability to make use of guided assistance in a safe and courteous manner?

Yes


No 

Comments/Recommendations: 

2. Does the student have knowledge of long cane skills?

Yes


No 

Comments/Recommendations:

3. Throughout the course of this assessment, did the student employ long cane skills that were appropriate to meet his or her needs?

Yes

No

Comments/Recommendations:

4. Does the student use a dog guide?

Yes

No

Comments/Recommendations:

5. If the student uses a dog guide, did the student demonstrate the ability to work with the dog properly to meet his or her needs?

Yes

No

Comments/Recommendations:

6. If the student uses a dog guide, did the student demonstrate the ability to groom and care for the dog properly?

Yes

No

Comments/Recommendations:

7. Did the student demonstrate the ability to safely travel within a congested indoor environment including stairwells?

Yes 


No

Comments/Recommendations: 

8. Did the student demonstrate the ability to travel safely within a controlled familiar environment such as a school, a business or a department store?

Yes 


No

Comments/Recommendations: 

9. After familiarization to emergency exits and procedures, did the student demonstrate the ability to independently locate designated exits and safety areas?

Yes 


No

Comments/Recommendations:

10. Did the student demonstrate the ability to safely and effectively use escalators?

Yes
 

No

Comments/Recommendations: 

11. Did the student demonstrate the ability to safely and effectively use elevators?

Yes
 

No

Comments/Recommendations: 

12. a. Did the student demonstrate the ability to obtain the information necessary for traveling in an unfamiliar area?

Yes

No

Comments/Recommendations:

12. b. Did the student demonstrate the ability to record the above information in an accessible format and retrieve the information en route, if necessary?

Yes


No

Comments/Recommendations: 

13. Did the student demonstrate the ability to remain oriented in an area that does not have normal block patterns?

Yes
 

No


Comments/Recommendations: 

14. When traveling in an unfamiliar area, did the student demonstrate the ability to determine which streets have traffic lights and which do not?

Yes
 

No

Comments/Recommendations: 

15. Did the student demonstrate the ability to safely and consistently cross streets that are controlled by stop signs or yield signs?

Yes 


No

Comments/Recommendations: 

16. Did the student demonstrate the ability to safely and consistently cross streets that are controlled by traffic lights?

Yes 

No


Comments/Recommendations: 

17. Did the student demonstrate the ability to remain oriented while traveling in a downtown heavy business environment?

Yes 

No


Comments/Recommendations:

18. Did the student demonstrate the ability to begin at a given location on a college campus (e.g., the Student Union) and locate another specific objective on campus (e.g., the library)? (Students are not permitted to ride in cars, and students may not use a sighted guide exclusively.)  Please comment on how the student reached the objective.

Yes 


 No

Comments/Recommendations:

19. Using city bus transportation and using others only for informational assistance, did the student demonstrate the ability to travel one-way to a specific location on a campus?

(The bus route must include at least one transfer, and the objective must be more than one block from the bus stop where the student disembarks. With the approval of the counselor, alternatives to bus travel may be used if necessary to accommodate people with additional disabilities.)

Yes

No

Comments/Recommendations:

20. After arriving on campus by bus, did the student demonstrate the ability to locate a designated office or classroom within the location specified in #19? (Informational assistance may be obtained while traveling.)  

Yes 


No

Comments/Recommendations:

21. Did the student demonstrate the ability to be left at an unfamiliar location approximately two miles or more from his or her starting location and find his or her way back to the starting location in a safe and efficient manner?   Please comment on how the student returned to the starting location.

Yes 

No


Comments/Recommendations: 

22.  Did the student demonstrate the ability to travel safely to and from a grocery store, using public transportation, Dial-A-Ride services or taxicabs and obtain the items on a designated shopping list, for example, the required three-item meal, utilizing appropriate in-store assistance?

Yes


No 

Comments/Recommendations:  

23. Did the student demonstrate the ability to function adequately at night and under different lighting conditions?

Yes


No 

Comments/Recommendations:  

Overall, this student’s travel skills rate:

__Needs Improvement (student was unable to complete or had 

     considerable difficulty accomplishing one or more tasks)

__Meets Expectation (student completed all tasks)

__High Performing (student accomplished all tasks easily)
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