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MCB Welcomes New DLEG Director Keith Cooley
By Pat Cannon

Effective this week, the new director of the Michigan Department of Labor & Economic Growth is Keith W. Cooley.  Previously, Director Cooley was the chief executive officer of Focus: HOPE, a highly respected civil and human rights organization founded in 1968.

Director Cooley is new to state government.  He has a B.S. degree in engineering physics and an M.S. degree in nuclear engineering from the University of Michigan.  He had a distinguished 25-year career with General Motors, so he brings a wealth of experience in diversifying the workplace and establishing education and training programs and workplace management programs. Governor Granholm said in her announcement, "Keith Cooley is an outstanding leader with an innovative spirit and is strongly committed to serving the people of Michigan. With his passion for connecting Michigan workers with higher education and good jobs, Keith will be instrumental in ensuring that we have a 21st century workforce to attract new jobs and employers.”

Director Cooley places a high value on the importance of strategic planning and visioning and has already heard about the commission’s Vision 2020 initiative.  In a conversation I had with our new director this week, he said that he’s interested in learning more about our visioning efforts.  Director Cooley shares MCB's commitment to seeing that every Michigan citizen has the tools to attain the jobs of the future, and MCB welcomes him to state government and to our department.
Employment Readiness Seminar March 21 in Big Rapids
By Karyn Silky
The next Employment Readiness Seminar (ERS) will take place on Wednesday, March 21, from 9 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. at the Holiday Inn in Big Rapids.  This will be taking place while the Mini Adjustment program is going on at the same location.  This is being coordinated by staff from the Grand Rapids and Kalamazoo field offices.  Referrals to the ERS have been extended until Monday, March 12, and I am the contact person for the seminar.  If you need more information or another copy of the referral form, please contact me at 616-356-0185 or silkyk@michigan.gov.
At the previous Employment Readiness Seminar, conducted during the Mini Adjustment Program the week of February 4-9 in Sterling Heights, 12 job-ready consumers participated. The individuals were provided information regarding the WIPA program, social security and Michigan Works! They also had an opportunity to participate in mock interviews and be interviewed by employers from the local community in the fields of education, service industries, health and allied services.

2007 Mini Adjustment Programs

MCB's first Mini Adjustment Workshop of 2007 was held at the Sterling Heights Best Western Hotel and Conference Center, February 4-9, serving 27 consumers. MCB clients attending the Mini Adjustment Program workshops are introduced to a variety of skills of blindness, such as cane travel, Braille, managing time and money, adaptive kitchen skills and other skills to enhance independence. MCB will conduct three additional, week-long Mini Adjustment Programs in 2007, with the next event slated for March 18-23 in Big Rapids. Plans are currently being finalized for additional workshops in Escanaba and Ann Arbor, to be held in May and August respectively. One additional workshop may also be held in the fall.
MCBTC Staff and Students Fight Hunger in Kalamazoo

By Mary Zemlick

MCBTC students and staff are proud to join Kalamazoo community partners in raising funds and awareness of hunger very close to our homes. The entire community is invited to attend the simple meal at the Woodward Elementary School in Kalamazoo, Saturday March 10, 5-8 p.m. Donations of $15 ($10 for students) at the door will lead to the difficult decision of selecting a handmade clay bowl from the more than 500 original pieces.  Community members gather together to partake of a simple meal of soup and bread, reminding us that hunger is a constant challenge for many adults and children in Kalamazoo who have no idea how they will find their next meal. 
 
Empty Bowls originated in 1990 when a Michigan high school art teacher proposed a class project to make ceramic bowls for a fundraising event. Guests make monetary donations and are served a meal of soup and bread in bowls they were invited to keep as a reminder of hunger in the world.  Empty Bowls events throughout the world have raised millions of dollars to combat hunger. 
 
Sarah Lindley, Assistant Professor of Art at Kalamazoo College, led the clay construction workshops at MCBTC.  Sarah, as she is called by peers and pupils, along with 16 students from her Ceramic: Handbuilding I class, provided us with instruction in techniques for creating the bowls.  Our four-week class participants, including 14 MCBTC students all of whom were first-time bowl-makers, absorbed Professor Sarah Lindley’s instruction. 
For MCBTC students and staff, the Empty Bowls project demonstrates the power of art and the joy of building a community-wide tradition of compassion and education. The emphasis was on the process and experience, not necessarily the end product. Watching people shape clay into useful objects was a satisfying and sometimes profound experience for teachers and students alike.
 
Training Center students created nearly 50 clay bowls, which will join more than 500 bowls created for the event. Breigh Montgomery, a Kalamazoo College senior last year, planned the first Empty Bowls project in Kalamazoo, and said, “I will never forget teaching workshops to individuals who had never experienced the sensation of touching clay and hearing community members converse about the metaphors of an empty bowl.  During the workshops,” continued Breigh, now a postgraduate fellow, “I truly witnessed the transformative power of art.”  
 
Talented and generous local artists have donated some of their finest works for the silent auction taking place during the event.  Many, many thanks to the Mary Jane Underwood Stryker Institute for Service-Learning for the gift of  the students of Kalamazoo College, who have given to us their gifts,  talent, inspiration, and joy.  The community’s generosity is apparent in the delicious donations from several local restaurants.
 
Michigan Teams Win Gold at Kalamazoo Regional Goalball Tournament
By Sherry Gordon

On Saturday and Sunday, March 3 and 4, 14 goalball teams from around the U.S. converged on Western Michigan University in Kalamazoo for the annual Kalamazoo Midwest Regional Goalball Tournament.  This year’s tournament had fewer teams competing; still, the competition was very intense.  Teams competed from Michigan, Illinois, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Florida, Colorado, California and Kentucky.

Many thanks to Michigan Commission for the Blind staff who volunteered their valuable time.  These staff included Barb Wile, Shelly Masion, Lisa Kisiel, Julia Burdgick and her daughter, Jade, and Jade’s friend, Robert Ruhl.  Good job volunteering, MCB staff!

Many MCB consumers play on the Michigan teams, and I also played.
These are the final results:
Men—

Gold:  WMU Wrecking Crew

Silver:  Pennsylvania Venom

Bronze:  Florida

Women—

Gold:  Kalamazoo Chaos

Silver:  Colorado Bandits

Bronze:  New Jersey

The tournament is sponsored by the Michigan Blind Athletic Association, in conjunction with the U.S. Association of Blind Athletes.  For additional information on sporting events for persons who are blind or visually impaired, visit the association’s website at www.usaba.org.  To learn more about goalball happenings in Michigan, visit the Michigan Goalball website at www.michigangoalball.com.

Sue Fluri Represents Michigan at International Ski for Light

Sue Fluri, the Registered Dietician at the MCB Training Center, was selected last year by Michigan Ski for Light as the state delegate to the international Ski for Light 2007 event, which she attended in New Hampshire January 21-28.  Participants in this event included blind and visually impaired and mobility impaired skiers from all over the world, who skied with volunteer guides.  All of Sue’s expenses for this event were paid by Michigan Ski for Light, and she also received a complete set of ski equipment.  At the closing dinner at the end of the week, Sue was awarded the Jan Huag Award, given to the first-time attendee who shows the greatest enthusiasm and potential as a skier.

Letters
Shannon Berkin McVoy and Michelle Visscher each received a letter from Governor Jennifer M. Granholm in February.  Previously, Governor Granholm had received a letter from one of their clients, who said that both Shannon and Michelle had done so much to help her with their support and services.  In Governor Granholm’s letters to Michelle and Shannon, the governor said, “Congratulations on making a difference . . . on behalf of the Michigan Commission for the Blind and the thousands of state employees you represent, I thank you for making us all look so good.”

Karyn Silky received a letter from a client who said, in part, “I want to say thanks to you and all of my past case managers at MCB.  You all have helped me so much and I really appreciate everything.  I hope I made you proud, and I’ll never stop growing and progressing.”
Debbie Wilson received a letter from a client who said, “I am writing to say hello and to thank you . . . I never did think I would be going back to school but I am learning a lot and also I am enjoying it.  I was surprised to see so many older people in school and that made me feel better. . . . Once again, I would like to thank you for everything.”
Staff News
Randy Dykstra began his new job at the MCB Training Center in Kalamazoo as the new Maintenance Mechanic on January 29.  His phone number is 269-337-3770 and his e-mail address is dykstrar1@michigan.gov.  (Due to the nature of Randy's job, he is not often available by telephone.)  Randy Dykstra comes to us following the promotion of Dan Grover to Maintenance Supervisor at the center.  Before Randy came to MCB he was the maintenance mechanic for Michigan State University’s Kellogg Biological Station on Gull Lake in Hickory Corners.  Randy lives in Paw Paw, and he enjoys camping and spending time at home with his four kids. Randy brings with him a wealth of experience and a level of creativity that will benefit the Training Center in ways that reach far beyond his duties as a maintenance mechanic.
Ella Harrington,  secretary at the Kalamazoo Regional Office, has accepted a job with the Holland office of Michigan Rehabilitation Services (MRS) after 10 years of service to MCB.  Her last day with MCB will be March 8, and she starts work with MRS on March 12.  There will be a farewell party on Friday, March 8, in the staff break room at 9:45 a.m. at the MCB Training Center.  All MCB staff are welcome to come and wish Ella well!

Mary Jenkins, Promotional Agent with the Business Enterprise Program, has retired after 13 years of service to the Michigan Commission for the Blind.  Mary was the Promotional Agent for the Grand Rapids area.
Peggy Kintner started her new job this week as a secretary with the Flint and Lansing offices.  She’ll be in Flint on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays, and in Lansing on Mondays and Wednesdays.  Peggy is the backup person for both offices when the secretary is out sick or on vacation.  She was previously the secretary at Commercial Wire Rope in Burton, and although her day job has changed, Peggy continues to teach her karate classes in the evenings.  Peggy is married and has a nine-year-old son.  You can reach Peggy at the main phone numbers for the Lansing and Flint offices, and her email address is kintnerp@michigan.gov.
Faith Meadows, a former MCB counselor, has returned from retirement to fill one of the vacant Rehabilitation Counselor positions at the MCB Training Center in Kalamazoo.  Faith’s e-mail address is meadowsf@michigan.gov and her telephone number is: 269-337-3855. Faith's experience, energy and excellent blindness skills make her a wonderful role model for Training Center students, as well as a fine counselor.
Regina Wesley has returned to MCB.  Formerly with the Detroit office, Regina is now a Rehabilitation Counselor at the MCB Training Center in Kalamazoo.  Regina's e-mail address is wesleyr@michigan.gov and her phone number is 269-337-3873.  Regina is new to the Training Center, and the addition of her experience and talent is sure to be an asset.
MCB Staff Profile:  Lisa Kamkondo
Lisa Kamkondo is a Rehabilitation Counselor in the Lansing Regional Office.  She came to work at MCB in 2002 after getting her master’s degree in rehabilitation counseling from Michigan State University.
Before getting into the rehab field, Lisa earned two degrees in biological sciences, and she was a high school biology teacher in her native country of Malawi in southeastern Africa.  

Lisa came to Michigan with her family 12 years ago when her late husband, an internationally-known author, came to Michigan State University to work on his Ph.D.  Lisa began working at Peckam, and that’s when her interest in rehab began.  

“I was inspired by the personalities and intelligence of the people I met at Peckham,” said Lisa.  “I also met some colleagues who were in the rehab program at MSU.  I got interested and applied to the program, so then I was working and going to school.”

Lisa did her internship with MCB and then began working at the Lansing Regional Office, where she’s been ever since.

These days Lisa is in the office two or three days a week, spending most of her time on the phone with consumers.  The rest of the time she’s meeting with consumers and community partners. 

 “My personal approach is I want to make a difference in the lives of my clients, vocationally and otherwise,” says Lisa.

Like most rehab counselors, Lisa gets frustrated when she doesn’t have enough time to do all she wants to do, but she admits that it’s a part of the job.  “I like working with people, and being very busy is part of working with people, in any field like this.”

Lisa also has her success stories, which are a major source of  motivation and inspiration for her at work.  “I had a client who contacted MCB when he experienced loss of vision.  He was very depressed, and he felt that this was the end of everything.  He seemed to be in denial.  We talked about services, and I told him about some successful clients.  He went to the training center, and he came out as an independent person.  Also, he was an advocate of MCB and rehab! Then he was able to find a job.  I have to give a lot of credit to the staff at the training center for their good work.”

Lisa smiles as she tells this story, adding, “He’s still working at this time, after three years.”

Lisa sums up her personal vocational goals this way:  “I just want to work hard, making a difference in people’s lives.”

When she’s not at the office, Lisa likes to read novels and short stories, dance at home for exercise, and see an occasional movie.  She has two sons and two daughters, all of them teenagers who appreciate her good cooking.  “I love to cook,” says Lisa, “just making up recipes in my head, trying this and that.”  Lisa speaks both Chichewa and English, the main languages of Malawi, although she doesn’t have much opportunity to speak Chichewa at work.  And you may not know this about Lisa, but she was a high school long jump and high jump champion, representing her school at the national level. 
Lisa modestly denies having any special talents.  She says, “I know the resources and partners in my area, like all the MCB staff do – that’s my job.” 
But if you want to know something about Peckham, or if you know someone who needs help with high school biology homework, you can reach Lisa at 517-335-2930 or kamkondol@michigan.gov. 
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