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Who Is Eligible?

Michigan residents who cannot use standard printed materials because of a temporary or permanent visual or physical disability are eligible for a free talking book service offered by the Library of Michigan’s Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped (SBPH). There is no charge for this service, not even a cost to mail materials to and from the library. 

Eligible individuals are those who are legally blind or who cannot read standard print materials due to:

A visual impairment

A physical impairment

A physically based reading disability

Eligible people must submit an application demonstrating that they qualify for this service. To request an application, please call SBPH at

1-800-922-9012

Schools with eligible students and institutions with eligible patients, clients or residents may use the service as well.

What materials are available?

With more than 47,000 books in audio and Braille formats in the SBPH collection, this talking book service offers a variety of popular and current fiction and non-fiction materials that meet the needs of everyone from preschoolers to senior citizens. Consider SBPH an extension of your local library, here to serve your information needs with items such as bestsellers, westerns, mysteries, romances, biographies and how-to books. SBPH also carries talking-book versions of magazines and foreign-language materials. Described videos, providing descriptive narration of key visual elements as they occur on the screen, make current feature films, television programs and educational programming accessible to people with visual disabilities as well.

How does the service work?

Library materials such as audio and Braille books and magazines are mailed to patrons free of charge. Patrons receive free mailing labels to return these items to the library. SBPH also loans and repairs audio players and accessories at no cost.
SBPH’s trained staff members are available to help patrons select materials, answer back reference questions related to visual and physical disabilities and, when necessary, make referrals to other agencies for assistance.

Adaptive Technology

SBPH offers devices such as reading machines, closed-circuit televisions and speech output for computer technology. Patrons may use these and other related technologies in the library for activities such as school research assignments, searching the web for new recipies or even checking e-mail.
“We used to feel isolated and out of touch. Today, we enjoy a wide variety of talking books and magazines. We talk with friends and family about books, authors and current events-just like we used to.” Jim and Arlene Moore of Lansing, SBPH patrons.

How can I learn more?

For more information or to apply for the SBPH talking book service:

Call: 1-800-992-9012

E-mail: sbph@michigan.gov
Web: www.michigan.gov/sbph
The Library of Michigan’s Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped public service area is open Monday through Friday and is closed on recognized state holidays. (Call or check website for current hours) SBPH is located on the first floor of the Michigan Library and Historical Center in downtown Lansing, two blocks west of the capitol. Stop in to learn more about the many services and materials SBPH offers.
The library of Michigan is part of the Department of History, Arts and Libraries. Dedicated to enriching quality of life and strengthening the economy by providing access to information, preserving and promoting Michigan’s heritage, and fostering cultural creativity, the department also includes the Mackinac Island State Park Commission, the Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs, the Michigan Film office and the Michigan Historical Center.
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