	Subject:  Air Contaminants



	Topic:  Carbon Monoxide



	Question:  I am trying to find out if there are any laws governing the age of furnaces in apartment buildings. I thought there was something stating that furnaces 30 years old have to be replaced, because of danger of carbon monoxide poisoning from heat exchangers cracking. I am a maintenance supervisor at a 300 unit complex with these units, and have a fear of CO poisoning. There are no CO detectors there either. Any Michigan laws, or MIOSHA regulations you know of, please let me know.



	Answer: The MIOSHA Act was promulgated to protect the health and safety of employees in the workplace.  Individuals in a non-work setting (apartment dwellers) do not lie within the scope of the Act, therefore, these individuals are not covered by the MIOSHA Act.  You may wish to contact your local county or city building department representative or Fire Marshall, to discuss any local building code requirements. 

We recommend including all apartment furnaces in a preventative maintenance program.  Each furnace could be inspected on a yearly basis, just before they are activated for the heating season.  The inspections should be conducted by a knowledgeable employee or contracted to a heating, ventilating, and air conditioning (HVAC) specialist.  It would also be prudent to inform each tenant regarding the benefit of having a carbon monoxide detector in their apartment, provide information regarding symptoms of over exposure, and actions they can take in case a carbon monoxide over exposure occurs. They could then decide if they wanted to purchase a carbon monoxide detector or not. 

On the other hand, you could purchase carbon monoxide detectors for each apartment, and include each detector in a preventative maintenance program to check for sensor integrity.  The preventative maintenance program would ensure that the carbon monoxide detector is operational in the event of a carbon monoxide exposure.  Follow-up with yearly information to each apartment tenant regarding carbon monoxide exposure and emergency procedures to protect their health.  See the below links for more information regarding carbon monoxide and symptoms of over exposure, and information on furnace maintenance.     

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/cis_wsh_cet5010_90097_7.doc (MIOSHA/CET-5010 (3/04) - MIOSHA/CET-5010 (3/04)-Carbon Monoxide)

http://www.michigan.gov/cis/0,1607,7-154-10573_17416_17424-107608--CI,00.html (DLEG –WHO WE ARE- MEDIA  “Make Your New Year's Resolution to Change Furnace Filters and Check Carbon Monoxide Detectors Regularly; Protect Your Loved Ones and Save Utility Costs with Furnace Maintenance, January 7, 2005”)


	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:       


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:       


	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule: 

Part 301. Air Contaminants


	Additional Resources: For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 322-1809 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA). 
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