	SUBJECT:  Hazard Communication


	TOPIC:  Consumer Products - Windshield Washer Solvent


	QUESTION:  I work as maintenance in a restaurant. As part of our tasks we do every day, we clean the windows on our store. Normally we use the chemicals we have MSDS sheets for.  When it gets really cold, our managers tell us to go to gas stations and purchase windshield washer solvent, since it does not freeze on the windows. I am a little concerned since these solvents contain methanol, which to my knowledge can be absorbed through the skin, and we were never given any instructions how to handle it. Given that we do not receive it as part of our store's standard chemicals, there is no MSDS for it, so I do not know if it is of any concern or not. I know of at least three stores that do this, so it seems common practice.  Could I receive some additional information?


	ANSWER:  Many generic brands of windshield washer fluid contain methanol of various concentrations, up to about 36% for non-concentrated forms, to reduce freezing during cold weather.  The primary routes of entry of methanol into the body are inhalation, ingestion, and absorption (primarily through the skin). The body target organs include the central nervous system, digestive tract, eyes, and skin.  Symptoms of overexposure include the following: eye, nose, skin, and upper respiratory tract irritation, headache, drowsiness, dizziness, light-headedness, nausea, vomiting, visual disturbance, optic nerve damage and blindness.  The probability of over exposure to methanol increases with it's concentration and exposure time.  

The Michigan Hazard Communication Standard/Right-To-Know Law requires the employer to provide the employees with information and training regarding hazardous chemicals used in the workplace.  Even though the windshield washer was purchased over the counter, a material safety data sheet is required, because in your facility the washer solvent is not being used in the manner for which it was manufactured.  In addition, the employer must provide appropriate personal protective equipment to protect the employees when using this product.    
Your employer is required to obtain and provide a material safety data sheet.  However, if you do not have an MSDS and are interested in obtaining one, the contact phone number listed on the container of the windshield washer fluid.  You may also go on line through your favorite search engine and type in the name of the product. There you can obtain information regarding the manufacturer of the product, the distributor, phone numbers, and sometimes the MSDS.  



	APPLICABLE CONSTRUCTION SAFETY STANDARD/RULE:

Part 42. Hazard Communication, 1910.1200(b)(6)(ix), (h) and (g)

Part 6. Personal Protective Equipment


	APPLICABLE GENERAL INDUSTRY SAFETY STANDARD/RULE: 

Part 92. Hazard Communication, 1910.1200(b)(6)(ix), (h) and (g)

Part 33. Personal Protective Equipment

	APPLICABLE OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH STANDARD/RULE:

Part 430. Hazard Communication, 1910.1200(b)(6)(ix), (h) and (g)

Part 433. Personal Protective Equipment
Part 472. Medical Services and First Aid


	ADDITIONAL RESOURCES: MIOSHA Agency Instruction  STD 04-1 “Application of the Hazard Communication Standard (HCS)”
For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 284-7720 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA).
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