	Subject:  Lockout/Tagout



	Topic:  Variation in safety locks



	Question:   MIOSHA standards dictate that all locks used for lockout in a facility will be the same. My question is, if we use the square Masterlocks and want to use both the long and short shaft models, does that meet the standard, or do the shafts all have to be the same length?


	Answer:   Part 85. Control of Hazardous energy Sources reads, “locks shall be…Standardized. Lockout and tagout devices shall be standardized within the facility in at least one of the following criteria: color, shape; or size and additionally, in the case of tagout devices, print and format shall be standardized.”  Since the requirement is that the lock be standardized in only one criterion, the shank size could be different as long as another identifying feature is the same, such as color.


	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:       


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:  Part 85, Control of Hazardous Energy Sources Rule (c)(5)(ii)(B)



	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:       


	Additional Resources:  For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 322-1809 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA).
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