	Subject:  Bloodborne Infectious Diseases

	Topic:  Medical Waste

	Question:  If a container has a few drops of blood on it is it considered to be “medical waste”?



	Answer:  The Michigan Department of Community Health defines medical waste as a blood soaked material (i.e., liquid can be squeezed out) or material contaminated with dry, crusty blood or OPIM.  A material contaminated with only a few drops of blood (such that the contaminated item is only stained and would not release liquid or flake blood or OPIM if handled) would not meet the definition and therefore not come under strict disposal requirements.  Typical pathogens generally become non-viable within a relatively short period of time (assuming a few drops that would dry relatively quickly).



	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:



	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule: MIOSHA Part 554.  Bloodborne Infectious Diseases.



	Additional Resources: MIOSHA General Industry Standards Webpage
For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 284-7720 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA).
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