	SUBJECT:  Hazard Communication


	TOPIC:  MSDS - Distribution


	QUESTION:  I am writing to ask for the agency's interpretation pertaining to a method of distributing material safety data sheets (MSDSs). Our company is a distributor of oil and oil related products. As such, we are required to make MSDSs available to the end users of our products. To date, we have used hand delivery and/or pre-delivery faxes to accomplish this task. Because of the breadth of our product offering (nearly 4,000 items), this has been an arduous, time consuming process.

In light of the remarkable advances in internet technology and usage, we are contemplating a method of distributing MSDSs in which our customers would be able to access them by logging onto our website. The customer would be notified in writing before the implementation of this process. In addition, they would be given direction to retrieve the MSDSs in this fashion by means of a specific note on the shipping document that accompanies the delivery of product to their facilities. We would continue to deliver the MSDSs to customers who do not enjoy internet access in the conventional way. 

We feel that the introduction of this distribution method will greatly reduce the burden that this process places on our company. In addition, we feel that it will greatly enhance our customers' ability to manage their MSDS files. We are excited that this use of technology can aid our customers in the protection of the health and safety of their employees.

I would greatly appreciate a written response regarding this issue from the appropriate individual within the agency. Also, I am eager to hear any input that MIOSHA may have. If you have any questions, or I can assist in any way in your review of this request, please don't hesitate to contact me.


	ANSWER:  The use of the internet for MSDS distribution is an acceptable method as long as initial MSDSs have been sent and hard copy backups are available.

	APPLICABLE CONSTRUCTION SAFETY STANDARD/RULE: Part 42. Hazard Communication, 1910.1200(g) and (h)



	APPLICABLE GENERAL INDUSTRY SAFETY STANDARD/RULE: Part 92. Hazard Communication, 1910.1200(g) and (h)



	APPLICABLE OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH STANDARD/RULE: Part 430. Hazard Communication, 1910.1200(g) and (h)



	ADDITIONAL RESOURCES: MIOSHA Agency Instruction  STD 04-1 “Application of the Hazard Communication Standard (HCS)”
For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 284-7720 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA).


	DATE POSTED:  April 5, 2010

	CLICK HERE TO READ DISCLAIMER


