	Subject:  Respiratory Protection



	Topic:  Qualitative Fit Testing – Using Saccharin



	Question:  Do you have any safety concerns regarding the use of saccharin for QL fit testing, to the person being tested OR the tester?



	Answer: Appendix A of Part 451. Respiratory Protection details the mandatory fit testing procedures.  Saccharin Solution Aerosol Protocol (saccharin mist) is listed as one of the OSHA-approved protocols for Qualitative Fit testing.  During rulemaking, the introduction of the saccharin mist protocol, as a qualitative fit testing procedure, generated controversy.  There was one participant who introduced information suggesting that exposure to saccharin in large quantities over a long period of time would adversely affect health (suspected carcinogen).  MIOSHA does not currently regulate saccharin.  A test subject would be exposed to saccharin only for a brief time during the pretest sensitivity check, and again either upon failing the test or during the post-test sensitivity check.  These exposures would likely only occur once a year and would be very low.  Information suggests it is highly unlikely a significant risk to employee or tester health would be posed by saccharin during fit testing.  MIOSHA does not currently have any data suggesting adverse safety or health risks to the tester or the testee with the use of saccharin mist for Qualitative fit testing.



	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:       


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:       


	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:

Part 451. Respiratory Protection, 1910.134, Appendix A



	Additional Resources:  For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 322-1809 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA).
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