	Subject:  Respiratory Protection



	Topic:  Respirator Selection – First Responders (Police Officers)



	Question:  I am assisting in putting in place my departments policy and procedures regarding bloodborne/airborne pathogen preventions and actions.  Could you advise as to the up-to-date personal protective equipment that should be used by 1st responder police officers?  We want to be in compliance, but I have not come upon any specific listing of equipment.



	Answer: There is no specific listing.  Concerning bloodborne infectious diseases, the protection required is to prevent exposure to liquid blood from splatter or an airborne mist.  The protection is provided to prevent soak through of liquid blood.  That is why many times you see medical and dental employees wearing a single strap face mask.  The mask is not designed as a filter, but as a splash protector.  

Concerning airborne pathogens, the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) has determined that the minimal acceptable respirators for protection against TB infections are:  the N-95 air purifying, particulate respirator certified under 42 CFR Part 84, Subpart K.  HEPA, N-99 or N-100 respirators are also acceptable. 



	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:       


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:       


	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:

Part 451. Respiratory Protection, 1910.134 (d) 



	

	Additional Resources:

MIOSHA General Industry Safety and Health Division Instruction COM-05-2R1 “Enforcement Policy and Procedures for Evaluating Occupational Exposure to Tuberculosis (TB)”

For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 322-1809 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA).
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