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State of Michigan
	

	 JENNIFER M. GRANHOLM

             GOVERNOR
	Department of labor & economic growth

Michigan Occupational Safety & Health Administration 

(MIOSHA)
	Keith W. Cooley
DIRECTOR


Sir or Madam
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RE:  Tree Trimming and Removal Hazards

Dear Sir or Madam:

Employers in the tree trimming and removal industry are encouraged to step-up efforts to protect workers on the job.

As of August 31, 2006, 4 of 19 MIOSHA General Industry program-related workplace fatalities for 2006 involved workers in the tree trimming and removal industry.  MIOSHA is proactively providing information and increasing enforcement resources in this industry because of the number of workplace fatalities related to tree trimming and removal. 

The MIOSHA General Industry Safety Standard Part 53, Tree Trimming and Removal, addresses minimum safety expectations for the industry including requirements to:

· Train employees on the requirements of the standard, the job hazards and safeguards before starting an assigned job.  A job briefing must be conducted before starting a job with unusual hazards.

· Provide and ensure employees use eye and head protection, a safety belt, and a safety strap as required by MIOSHA General Industry Safety Standard Part 33, Personal Protective Equipment
· Ensure that employees wear and attach a safety strap when aloft in the bucket of an aerial device.
· Maintain minimum safe working distances from energized lines, as provided in the standard, for both the tree worker and qualified line clearance tree trimmers.
· Use proper undercut and back cut techniques to ensure there is sufficient hinge wood to guide the tree in the desired direction and to hold the tree to the stump during most of the fall.

· Use and maintain an aerial lift following MIOSHA General Industry Safety Standard, Part 58, Vehicle Mounted and Rotating Work Platforms.

· Inspect ropes before each daily use.

· Prohibit employees on the ground from standing or working directly under the work area.

The hazards cited by MIOSHA most frequently in this industry during the past five years are:

· Not enforcing the use of face, eye, and head protection.
· Not conducting a personal protective equipment assessment.
· Not enforcing the use of a safety belt or strap while working aloft.
· Not providing employee training.
· Not following the minimum safe working distances from energized lines.
· Inadequate traffic control.
In addition to the safety concerns discussed above, noise exposure is a health concern in the tree trimming and removal industry.  MIOSHA Occupational Health Standard Part 380, Occupational Noise Exposure for General Industry requires that engineering and administrative controls be used to the extent feasible to reduce exposures below the permissible exposure limit (PEL) for noise (i.e., 90 dBA as averaged over an 8-hour work shift).  Where such controls are not feasible or sufficient to reduce employee exposures below the PEL, a selection of hearing protection must be provided and required for employee use.

Part 380 also requires employers to institute a hearing conservation program when employees are exposed to high levels of noise on the job.  A hearing conservation program consists of noise monitoring, baseline and annual hearing tests, annual noise training, provision of a selection of hearing protection (i.e., at least two different types of devices), posting a copy of Part 380, and proper maintenance of exposure and hearing test records.  The requirement for the hearing conservation program applies when employee noise exposures equals or exceeds 85 dBA as averaged over an 8-hour work shift.

MIOSHA General Industry Safety Standard Part 53, Tree Trimming; Part 58, Aerial Lifts; and Part 33, Personal Protective Equipment; are enclosed for your use.  Additionally, MIOSHA standards can also be viewed at www.michigan.gov/mioshastandards.  A MIOSHA Fact Sheet and paper copy of a PowerPoint presentation, Tree Trimming and Power Lines are also enclosed.  The PowerPoint program can also be accessed on the MIOSHA web page at www.michigan.gov by selecting “Tree Trimming” under the spotlight section.  If you have an interest in receiving consultation or training on this subject, please call the MIOSHA Consultation, Education, and Training Division (CET) at 517-322-1809.

Thank you for any assistance you can provide in this effort.  Please feel free to contact us if you have additional questions, or need more information.

Sincerely,

John Brennan

John Brennan

Division Director

JB:lrh

Enclosures

7150 Harris Drive ( P.O. BOX 30644 ( LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909-8144

www.michigan.gov/miosha  (  (517) 322-1831
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