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June 1, 2007

Dear Educator:

Governor Jennifer M. Granholm has proclaimed June Youth Employment Month in Michigan.  Late spring and early summer are peak times for teens to be seeking employment.  The Michigan Occupational Safety and Health Administration (MIOSHA) is continuing a special initiative “Extreme Safety for Working Teens” to help ensure that young workers have the information they need to stay safe on the job.

Our goal is to provide information to those who help young workers seek employment and ask for their help in sharing this information.  

The 2007 campaign focuses on three high-hazard industries where young workers often find employment – the construction, food service and lawn care industries.  Enclosed are fact sheets with information on common hazards and how to prevent injury.  

Young workers experience higher rates of work-related injuries than other workers.  The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) estimates that at least 100,000 young workers nationwide seek treatment in an emergency room for a work-related injury every year.  And annually, at least 70 young people are killed nationwide on the job, which is double the fatality rate of adult workers.  

To help reduce the number of injuries and tragic deaths among young workers, MIOSHA has developed a brochure, “Extreme Safety:  Important Facts for Working Teens,” and a companion PowerPoint presentation, along with the industry specific fact sheets.  All the materials are available on the MIOSHA website at www.michigan.gov/miosha; in the “MIOSHA Initiatives” section, click on “Young Worker Initiative.”

We are asking for your support in this important initiative.  Please share, and encourage the use of, the enclosed material with teachers, counselors, job coordinators, and others who work with young people. 

Please feel free to contact Sherry Scott, Supervisor, MIOSHA Consultation Education and Training (CET) Division, 517-322-1809, for more information on the MIOSHA “Young Worker Initiative” or to order quantities of the brochure.  In addition, CET has professional safety and health consultants available to make presentations to large groups of students and/or educators.

Thank you for any assistance you can provide in this effort.  

Sincerely,
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Douglas J. Kalinowski

Director

Enclosures (8)
7150 HARRIS DRIVE ( P.O. BOX 30643 ( LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909-8143

www.michigan.gov/miosha  (  (517) 322-1814
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