CONSTRUCTION FATALITIES IN MICHIGAN

TOMORROW

WILL IT BE YOU?

ELECTROCUTION:
A construction employee came into contact with overhead lines while working with a metal pole; he was in the process of painting a barn with an airless paint sprayer attached to an 8 ft. metal pole and had climbed a ladder to approximately 35 ft. when contact was made.

ELECTROCUTION:

While working on a control panel for an asphalt plant, employee removed a cover over the electric connections. He put his head through the 8½” by 17¾” opening and made contact with a 110 volt connection with the back of his head.

STRUCK BY A FALLING OBJECT:

Another construction employee was using a four-wheel drive front end loader bucket weighing 2,300 lbs. The bucket had been laid in a brush rake mounted on the front end loader and fastened with a chain so it would not roll while being transported. When the end loader arrived at the spot to unload the bucket and lower it to the ground, the victim stepped into the bucket and unhooked the chain. As he stepped back out of the bucket, his weight overbalanced the load causing it to tip over on him.

STRUCK BY A TRUCK:

Four trucks were hauling gravel from a gravel pit. The gravel was being loaded by the use of a rubber-tired front end loader. One employee’s truck had been backed into the pit area and was parked beside the other trucks waiting to be loaded. When two of the trucks were loaded the employee backed his truck into the loading area. He was backing up by using his rear view mirror. When he had completed backing up he looked forward and saw the victim lying on the ground. The wheels of the truck on the driver’s side had run over him.

There were no back up alarms on the dump trucks nor use of a signalperson while trucks were being backed up.

CAUGHT BETWEEN LIFTING CABLE AND DRILLING ROD:

A construction employee, with the help of another employee, was making test borings. They removed the core tube from the drilling rod and were going to eat lunch. One employee left and the remaining employee decided to hook the rod to the drill rig. He forgot to loosen the lifting cable and remove the slipring. When he started to rotate the rod, his body was caught between the lifting cable and drilling rod.

STRUCK BY I BEAM:

A 3 ft. wide by 40 ft. long I beam was being moved by forklift. The employee apparently decided to jump on the beam and ride, rather than walk. The beam slid off crushing the employee.

STRUCK BY WHEELS OF FRONT END LOADER:

Employee was operating a vibro, which runs an extractor. They were pulling sheeting from a trench. As the sheet piling was being brought to the pile, the employee stepped backward and into the side between the wheels of the front end loader which was backing up at the time. He was run over by the front tire. There was no working back up alarm on the front end loader.

FELL 47 FEET FROM ROOF:

A foreman and three ironworkers were installing reinforcing rings around the exterior of a 150 ft. high concrete coal silo. The foreman was on the roof of the power house when he fell 47 feet. The cause of the fall could not be determined.

FELL FROM SCAFFOLD:

Employee and an iron worker apprentice were changing the supporting line on a four-wheel level suspension scaffold, 30 ft. high. The bottom was one foot above the ground. The foreman climbed up the scaffold to help. The platform was not secured and there was no separate fall prevention device provided. Safety lines were manila rope and nylon rope, and the employee was not wearing safety belts. The one-inch manila rope supporting the west end of the scaffold broke causing the scaffold to fall causing the fatality.

STRUCK BY FALLING BLADE:

An employee was cutting masonry joints in a block wall so that blocks could be removed. The employee wore no face protection, there was no safety guard on the saw, and the abrasive wheel was being run at more than its rated speed. As he was getting ready to cut a joint, the blade flew apart striking the victim in the face.

DROWNING:

A construction worker was on a work platform suspended from the loadline of a crane. As it was being moved from one area to another, the crane started to tip. The loadline was released, dropping the platform and the victim into the water. It was determined that the worker was not wearing a life jacket and was riding on a work platform suspended from the loadline of the crane. It was also determined that the crane was loaded beyond its rated load and weight limits, and was not level to the ground. 

DO YOUR PART! 
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