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RESCUE SERVICE DECISION LOGIC FOR


MIOSHA PERMIT REQUIRED CONFINED SPACES
Entries where no rescue service is required:

Make the spaces to be entered safe for entry by use of the "Alternate Entry procedure" (c)(5).  Refer to "Alternate Entry Action Agenda" handout.

Use non-entry rescue [retrieval system, see paragraph (k)(3)].  This method reduces requirements by keeping rescuers out of the space.

Reason to establish your own rescue service:

You make frequent entries (i.e., bi-weekly).

You are located a significant distance from, and cannot assure the presence of, an outside service.

Your spaces have special hazards (i.e., chemical or physical).

Requirements for an employer electing to use an off-site rescue service:

Notify the service of the hazards, location, configuration and special circumstances involved with the space(s).

Provide the service with access to the space.  Or, provide enough information on the space that the service could arrange training and practice rescues in similar spaces.

Verify that the rescue service is available, equipped and trained to perform the duties your rescues entail and that their response time will allow for a successful rescue.

NOTE:  This document is intended as a compliance guide for MIOSHA Occupational Health Rule  325.63001-.63049 which adopts the federal OSHA standard codified as 29 CFR 1910.146,  Permit Required Confined Spaces.  This guide does not substitute for a full reading of the standard.  
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