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September 2005
«FirstName»
«Company»
«Address1»
«City»
Dear «Title»:
So far this year, there have been nine construction fatalities from falls.  The falls must stop!  As an association or organization that may represent those in the construction trades, I want to let you know about a new initiative being implemented by the Michigan Occupational Safety and Health Administration (MIOSHA).

This initiative addresses exposure to fall hazards in the construction workplace.  The goal of this initiative is to increase awareness of fall hazards associated with the construction industry and highlight the need for appropriate fall protection and training.

Falls are the leading cause of fatalities in the construction industry.  An average of 362 fatal falls occurred each year nationwide from 1995 to 1999.  MIOSHA has investigated 36 fatalities over the 4-year period of 2001 through 2004 related to falls at construction work sites.   The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) has published information on falls in the workplace and can be viewed at http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/injury/traumafall.html.       

Construction Part 45, Fall Protection, delineates requirements for training and fall protection; guardrail systems, safety net systems, personal fall arrest systems, alternative fall protection measures for certain residential buildings and/or fall protection plans.  An Accident Prevention Program (APP) that includes supervisor and employee training can also help to prevent injuries and death and is required by Construction Part 1, General Rules.  MIOSHA’s annual tracking of construction accidents indicates that a majority of construction employers are cited for an inadequate APP and/or lack of adequate task training.  MIOSHA standards and associated links can be viewed at www.michigan.gov/mioshastandards, click on Construction.

To address these serious issues, MIOSHA is initiating this campaign to help ensure that employers are aware of the need to adequately train their employees and provide opportunities to attend training.  The fall protection training initiative will be implemented in two phases.  The first phase will focus on residential construction and the industry-specific compliance alternatives for homes and certain apartment or condominium buildings.  The residential phase mass mailing will be sent to Michigan construction employers identified as having work 
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Date
activities that may expose employees to fall hazards in residential construction in September 

2005, with training seminars beginning in October 2005.  The initiative for non-residential fall protection training will follow in 2006.  Enclosed is a draft of the letter.

If you would like to help sponsor training or if you have questions or need additional information, please contact the MIOSHA, Consultation, Education and Training Division (CET) at 517.322.1809.  As a service to your members, you may want to include a synopsis of the mailing in your newsletter to reach all interested parties.  Your personal support and interest in the safety and health of your members and all construction workers is appreciated.
Sincerely,
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Douglas J. Kalinowski

Director 
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7150 Harris Drive ( P.O. BOX 30643 ( LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909-8143

www.michigan.gov/miosha  (  (517) 322-1814
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