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	Single Point Lesson
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Safe Operation & Troubleshooting for Suspended Loads 

Key Elements





Normal Conditions


Remember, all loads should be carried as close to the floor as possible. Clear obstructions as required.





Do not operate a crane that does not properly respond to the controls.





Report all instances of unusual noise, vibration or performance to your supervisor.





Never take any shortcuts or put yourself in harms way.








Suspended loads


 Do not leave suspended loads unattended.  





Insure that you have taken the correct steps to isolate the hazard and control the area.





Do not attempt to initiate mechanical repairs without a PTA and prior approval from the Division Safety Office.





Insure that you follow the correct safe work practices for troubleshooting, lockout, working at heights, as defined in the PTA.











Operators of Overhead & Gantry Cranes





If at any time during use a crane fails to properly respond to its controls, the operator shall cease all operations immediately, place the master control button and / or key switch into the "OFF" position and notify the appropriate supervisor of the condition.  Report all instances of unusual or abnormal conditions or performance (e.g. vibration, noises, etc.) immediately to your supervisor.








Troubleshooting for Skilled Trades





In the case of a suspended load, the following steps should be completed prior to troubleshooting:





Contact the Area Superintendent and Plant Safety Engineer to coordinate movement, if possible, of crane and suspended load to a safe area.





Insure that employees remain at a safe distance and that no one is permitted in the area or beneath the suspended load.





For a suspended load a Pre-Task Analysis will be completed prior to any troubleshooting.





Once the PTA has been approved, a review of safe work practices for Overhead cranes and hoists (ref. Standard No. FAS08-128, Section 4.7) must be completed.





Most importantly, if you are not sure of the problem, or do not have adequately trained resources available, do not proceed.  








