MIOSHA Delays Requirement for Slip Resistance on Skeletal Structural Steel 

The MIOSHA program will adopt policy consistent with Federal OSHA, and by this notice has delayed enforcement of the provisions of Part 26, Rule 2616(3) beyond the July 18, 2006 date.  The Michigan Construction Safety Standards Commission will consider how to proceed with respect to Part 26, Rule 2616(3) that addresses slip resistance of skeletal structural steel.  Delaying enforcement of Part 26, Rule 2616(3) will not impose any additional or more stringent requirements on employers.
MIOSHA Part 26, Steel Erection Rule 2616 (3) states:  Slip resistance of skeletal structural steel. Workers shall not be permitted to walk the top surface of any structural steel member installed after July 18, 2006, that has been coated with paint or similar material, unless documentation or certification that the coating has achieved a minimum average slip resistance of .50 when measured with an English XL tribometer or equivalent tester on a wetted surface at a testing laboratory is provided. Such documentation or certification shall be based on the appropriate ASTM standard test method conducted by a laboratory capable of performing the test. The results shall be available at the site and to the steel erector. (Appendix B, as referenced in R 408.42602[1], references appropriate ASTM standard test methods that may be used to comply with this subrule.) 

The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) equivalent to MIOSHA Rule 2616(3) appears in the Steel Erection standard, Subpart R, Section 1926.754(c)(3) and Appendix B.  On January 18, 2006 OSHA announced it is revoking the steel erection slip resistance provision in Subpart R.

In 2004, OSHA conducted a limited reopening of the rulemaking record, as part of a settlement to resolve legal challenges to the slip resistance provision. The Agency asked for comments on whether suitable and appropriate test methods, and slip-resistant coatings could reasonably be expected to be available by July 2006. In the settlement agreement, OSHA committed to publishing a notice by January 18, 2006, reaffirming, amending, or revoking the provision.   

The slip resistance provision requires that coated structural steel meet a specified level of slip resistance when measured using ASTM test methods. The technical developments that needed to occur for employers to comply with the provision by its effective date, July 18, 2006, have not occurred. The ability to comply with the slip resistance provision depends upon two technical developments: (1) completed industry protocols for slip testing equipment, and (2) the availability of suitable slip resistant coatings.

Rulemaking comments indicated that the test methods are not likely to be completed by the July effective date because ASTM will not have completed the required validation process. Comments also indicated that ASTM will likely withdraw the test methods altogether because they are brand-specific rather than generic. Lack of completed test methods has delayed the development of suitable slip resistant coatings. In addition, there has not been adequate testing of coatings to determine whether they have sufficient durability in the variety of applications in which they will be used, especially in corrosive environments.

MIOSHA will continue to monitor status of the slip resistance provision. 

 

