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Michigan Department of Natural Resources - Fisheries Division 
APPLICATION FOR CULTURAL OR SCIENTIFIC COLLECTOR'S PERMIT 

FOR FISH, REPTILES, AMPHIBIANS, CRUSTACEANS, OR MOLLUSKS
This information is required under authority of Act 451 of 1994, Part 487, to be considered for a permit. 

WEBSITE: 
www.michigan.gov/dnr

Please read the general provisions on reverse side before completing this application.  
NAME OF APPLICANT (LAST, FIRST, MIDDLE) DRIVER’S LICENSE NUMBER STATE 

AFFILIATION TELEPHONE NUMBER 

ADDRESS (OFFICE) FAX  

CITY, STATE, ZIP E-MAIL ADDRESS 

CO-APPLICANT(S) (up to 3) 

1. 

DRIVER’S LICENSE NUMBER STATE 

2. 
  

3. 
  

PERMIT TYPE: (Check only one) 
 Cultural Investigation  Scientific Investigation  Education – Nature Centers  Possession 

TYPE OF SPECIMEN TO BE COLLECTED: (Check all that apply) 
 Fish  Reptiles  Amphibians  Crustaceans  Mollusks 

EXPLAIN OR ATTACH DETAILED STUDY PLANS (If additional space is needed, attach a supplemental sheet.) 

FISH PROJECTS: WILL FISH BE MARKED/CLIPPED PRIOR TO RELEASE  YES      NO 

COMMON & SCIENTIFIC NAME OF SPECIES NUMBER YOU DESIRE TO 
COLLECT OR POSSESS 

SHORT & LONG RANGE DISPOSITION 
OF ANIMALS COLLECTED 

   

   

   

DESCRIBE METHOD(S) OF COLLECTION 

Choose ONE format below to describe the location where you will be collecting.  (Attach a supplemental sheet, if necessary.)  
1 2 

Great Lake Basin   County 

Watershed   Township Range Section 

Water Body      

Location   Water Body 

I/We certify that the above statements are true and accurate.  We understand that any misrepresentations in this application will be 
subject to misdemeanor penalties of imprisonment for not more than 90 days or a fine of not more than $500 or both.  I/We agree to 
the terms and conditions set forth herein. 

 
 Applicant's Signature & Date Professor/Teacher Signature(for student applicant) & Date 

Co-Applicant's Signature & Date  Co-Applicant's Signature & Date Co-Applicant's Signature & Date 

Mail completed application to: FISHERIES DIVISION 
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
PO BOX 30446 
LANSING  MI  48909-7946 
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GENERAL PROVISIONS: 
 
1. NOTE TO APPLICANT: Many species of fish, and some reptiles and amphibians 

can be taken under a sport fishing license by hook and line, seines, traps, or hand 
nets for scientific study, provided the open seasons, creel limits, and size limits are 
observed. See the Michigan Fishing Guide or call Fisheries Division (517) 373-1280 
if you are unsure which is appropriate. 

2. Collector’s permits for threatened and endangered species are issued only in 
conjunction with a permit obtained from DNR, Wildlife Division, Threatened and 
Endangered Species Unit. 

3. If this permit application is to collect amphibians or reptiles that are listed as special 
concern species, permit applications must also include justification for the study or 
collection and exact numbers of the species to be taken. Proposed methods to 
mitigate the effect of this collection must be detailed. 

4. Applications must be filled out in full. Failure to do so will result in increased 
processing time for your application. Normal processing time for applications that 
are received completely filled out is one month. Plan accordingly. 

5. Graduate students, masters or Phd, must have a major professor as a co-applicant. 

6. Collector's Permits are not transferable. 

7. Collector's Permits must be in permittee's possession during collection. 

8. Collector's Permits must be presented upon request of any Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources representative. 

9. Nature centers or educational facilities must submit a list of species currently in 
possession in addition to those to be collected. 

10. Any violation of the conditions of a collector’s permit may result in revocation of the 
permit and misdemeanor penalties of imprisonment for not more than 90 days, or a 
fine of not more than $500, or all of the above. 

11. Reports of collection activities under a collector's permit are required on 
termination of permitted activity or at the end of the calendar year. Reports must 
either be a completed Collector’s Report form (provided with permit) for on-going 
studies, or a final written report (introduction, methods, results, discussion, and 
recommendations) for studies that have been completed. Failure to report this 
information shall result in permanent permit revocation. 

12. Faxed applications will not be accepted. 
 
 


