FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS:

COUNTY SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN AMENDMENTS


1. Is there a limit to the number of changes I can make to the Plan in an amendment?

Answer:  No, you may make as many changes as needed.  However, if you are amending the Plan close to a five-year update, the amendment will not serve as a substitute for a full Plan update.

2. Does the amendment approval process differ from the Plan update approval process?

Answer:    No, an amendment follows the same approval process and steps as a full Plan update (see attached flowchart). 

3. How long does it take for a DEQ decision to be made on an amendment?

Answer:    In most cases a decision will be made within 6 months of the submittal date.

4. Does a 14 member Solid Waste Management Planning Committee (SWMPC) need to be appointed in order to develop an amendment?

Answer:    Yes, unless a Solid Waste Management Planning Committee is already established.

5. Who are the 14 members of the SWMPC?

Answer:  The 14 member SWMPC consists of the following: 4 shall represent the solid waste management industry, 2 shall represent environmental interest groups, 1 shall represent county government, 1 shall represent city government, 1 shall represent township government, 1 shall represent the regional solid waste planning agency, 1 shall represent industrial waste generators, and 3 shall represent the general public.

(Please note that Part 115 does not provide definitions for each of the SWMPC member positions.  Therefore, the county must be able to demonstrate how each member meets the position it holds, if challenged.)
6. How is the public notified of the Public Hearing that is required during the 90-day public comment period?  Is there a timeframe required for the notice?
Answer:  The Public Hearing shall be published in a newspaper having a majority circulation within the county.  The notice shall indicate a location where copies of the plan are available for public inspection and shall indicate the time and place of the public hearing.  Yes, a notice shall be published not less than 30 days before a hearing.
7. How long does a Designated Planning Agency have to revise the amendment once the 90-day public comment period has ended?

Answer:    The Designated Planning Agency has 30 days to revise the amendment, get SWMPC approval, and recommend the amendment to the County Board of Commissioners (BOC).  
8. Does the BOC have to approve or disapprove the amendment in a specified timeframe?

Answer:    No.

9. If the BOC disapproves the amendment, how long does the SWMPC have to revise it and send it back to the BOC for approval?

Answer:    30 days.

10. Does a BOC have to provide objections when disapproving the amendment?

Answer:    Yes, the BOC must provide objections when disapproving the amendment.  The DEQ prefers to have written objections.  However, if verbal objections were provided and contained in the meeting minutes, that is acceptable.

11. Is there a statutory time frame in which the BOC has to make a decision on the amendment?

Answer:    No.

12. What happens if the BOC does not take formal action on the amendment?

Answer:    The amendment process is stopped until the BOC either approves or disapproves the amendment with objections.

13. If the BOC disapproves the amendment a second time, what happens to the amendment?
Answer:    If the amendment was required by the DEQ and is not approved by the BOC a second time, the BOC may prepare its own amendment.  If the BOC chooses not to prepare its own amendment, the DEQ will prepare the amendment for the County.
If the amendment that is being pursued was not required by the DEQ and is not approved by the BOC a second time.  The amendment pursued will not be completed and the process will be done.  Any new amendment must start at the beginning of the process.

14. Will the DEQ assume responsibility for and prepare the amendment if it has been disapproved by the BOC or municipalities?

Answer:    The DEQ only assumes responsibility for and prepares Plan updates that were initiated by the DEQ Director; unless the amendment was required by the DEQ, then it would prepare the amendment.
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A suggested Plan amendment is presented to the Solid Waste Management Planning Committee (SWMPC), or the SWMPC decides an amendment to the Plan is needed.


SWMPC meets in public to direct drafting of the amendment.  Designated Planning Agency (DPA) supports process- notices, minutes, mailings, etc., and prepares Plan amendment as directed.


When authorized by the SWMPC, DPA makes draft Plan amendment available for public review for at least 
90 days with public hearing (A notice in a newspaper of not less than 30 days prior to the public hearing date is required).  DPA handles notices and mails drafts as required.


At the end of public comment period the DPA has 30 days to revise the draft Plan amendment and send back to SWMPC for approval and recommends to Board of Commissioners (BOC).
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