EQ Detroit, Inc., Wayne County

On October 21, 2008, the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) entered into a Fast Track Consent Order (FTO) with EQ Detroit, Inc. (EQ Detroit), to resolve alleged violations of Part 111, Hazardous Waste Management, and Part 121, Liquid Industrial Wastes, of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, as amended, Michigan Compiled Laws 324.101 et seq.; and the administrative rules promulgated thereunder.  The DEQ had issued a proposed FTO to EQ Detroit on September 26, 2008.  The proposed FTO required that EQ Detroit institute measures to correct violations alleged within a Letter of Warning (LOW) issued on April 9, 2008, and that EQ Detroit pay a $17,000 civil fine.  On October 15, 2008, DEQ staff held a settlement conference with EQ Detroit.  In accordance with the FTO, the DEQ received payment of a negotiated $13,000 civil fine on November 17, 2008.

Based on inspections performed on March 18, 2008, and March 25, 2008, the DEQ issued an LOW to EQ Detroit on April 9, 2008, alleging that EQ Detroit failed to notify the Chief of the Waste and Hazardous Materials Division in writing at least four weeks in advance of the date the licensee expected to receive hazardous waste from a foreign source; failed to inspect at least weekly all paved areas of the site and remedy any deterioration such as cracks or gaps that would allow a release of hazardous waste to reach underlying soils; failed to ensure all containers of hazardous waste were closed or covered when not in use; and failed to ensure compliance with procedures within the facility’s Waste Analysis Plan of the Operating License.

