




































































































































































































































 

 
C/o Muskegon Conservation District 

4735 Holton Road 

Twin Lake, MI 49457 

 

Via email 

 

Mr. John Riley        December 19, 2013 

Office of the Great Lakes 

Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 

525 West Allegan Street 

P.O. Box 30273 

Lansing, MI 48909 

 

Dear Mr. Riley, 

 

Groundwater in the White Lake area in northern Muskegon County, Michigan, has been 

contaminated from pollution at a number of former industrial sites, which attracted national 

attention to our small community in the 1970s/1980s and helped to place the lake on the list of 

Great Lakes Areas of Concern.  Because of this, the White Lake Public Advisory Council (PAC), 

working with state and federal environmental authorities, determined that Drinking Water 

Consumption or Taste and Odor Problems was one of eight Beneficial Use Impairments (BUIs) 

thought to be causing significant changes to White Lake’s ecology, water quality, and economic 

vitality.  It is important to note that cleanups have been underway at the contaminated 

groundwater sites for many years now, and there are no longer active polluted discharges or 

leaks or spills to groundwater that we are currently aware of at this time.  

 

State and federal environmental authorities have considered that public drinking water supplies 

have met state water quality standards since 2006. However, because the two cities, Montague 

and Whitehall, rely on groundwater for drinking water and many private residents rely on private 

wells, the PAC added additional criteria for removal of this Beneficial Use Impairment. The 

PAC stipulated confirmation that pollution at area contaminated sites is controlled, with cleanup 

plans and monitoring in place, to ensure there are no existing or imminent threats to public and 

private drinking water supplies. 

 

In 2011, the Muskegon Conservation District (MCD), which supplies administrative and 

technical support to the PAC, was provided federal financial support to research and document 

that local criteria for the drinking water impairment have been met.  Over the course of its 

research, MCD staff developed a briefing report and determined that all but the following area 

sites currently meet the local criteria:   

 

1. Anderson Road/Tech Cast area 

2. Former Whitehall wastewater facility 

3. E.I. DuPont de Nemours 

 



At its December 5, 2013 meeting, recognizing that our public drinking water supplies have met 

state and federal water quality criteria for participation in the Area of Concern program, the PAC 

voted unanimously to support approval of removal of the Drinking Water Consumption or Taste 

and Odor Problems Beneficial Use Impairment, acknowledging the following work remains for 

the three sites: 

 

Anderson Road/Tech Cast area 
Enactment by the City of Montague of an ordinance disallowing the use of groundwater by 

private residences in the plume area. 

 

Former Whitehall wastewater facility 
Finalization of a Remedial Action Plan by the county of Muskegon to address control of 

contaminants at the site and institutionalize monitoring programs and protocols.   

 

E.I. DuPont de Nemours 
A completed investigation and Remedial Action Plan for the site.  E.I. DuPont de Nemours has 

not yet completed its investigation of suspected sources of soil and groundwater contamination at 

the site and a completed Remedial Action Plan appears to be, at minimum, several years in the 

future.  The PAC is reviewing available information to confirm that private drinking water wells 

in the vicinity of the Pierson Creek landfill on the site are not impacted nor threatened by 

contamination.  We have also formally requested that the Michigan Department of 

Environmental Quality (MDEQ) continue its regulatory oversight of the site in a timely fashion. 

Finally, the PAC has informed the White Lake area’s state elected officials about the status of 

the site and they have communicated their willingness to help ensure the site remains a state 

priority.   

 

The PAC has reviewed the formal documentation prepared by the MDEQ regarding removal of 

the Drinking Water Consumption or Taste and Odor Problems Beneficial Use Impairment and 

agrees that removal criteria have been met, while acknowledging the outstanding issues relating 

to local criteria summarized in this letter.  We request acknowledgement of these outstanding 

issues by the MDEQ.   

 

The PAC also understands there are a number of contaminated groundwater sites in the White 

Lake area that will need continued attention, including monitoring and oversight by state and 

federal agencies and the local community for many years to come. 

 

With your acknowledgement of the outstanding open issues described, we support proceeding 

with the public notice process, a public meeting and other document preparation necessary to 

remove the Drinking Water Consumption or Taste and Odor Problems BUI. 

 

Sincerely 

 

 

 

 

Greg Mund, Chair 

(231) 740-9309 

grmund@aol.com 
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