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PREFACE 
Facts and figures on Michigan's Great Lakes shore lines are frequently sought from this department.  Hence, the need for 
reliable and standard data.  The Department of Conservation has a very real interest in this field because of its many 
responsibilities with regard to the various natural resources associated with these shore lines. 

Although we believe our figures are the most accurate now available, it is conceivable that better information can be 
developed from a more thorough and precise survey.  Until such work is accomplished, however, either by this 
organization or another, these data sheets constitute the standard reference within this department. 

For several years now, the Co-ordinating Committee on Great Lakes Basic Hydrologic Data has been compiling basic 
statistics.  One of the projects of this international group is the uniform measurement of all shore lines of the Great Lakes.  
Agencies participating include:  1) U. S. Lake Survey, 2) U. S. Geological Survey, 3) Canadian Dept. of Mines and 
Technical Surveys, 4) Canadian Dept. of Transport, and 4) Canadian Dept, of Northern Affairs and National Resources.  A 
project completion date, however, has not been scheduled. 

For a discussion of the problems in measuring shore lines and evaluating such data, see “How Long is Michigan's Coast 
Line?” in the March 1956 issue of Michigan Conservation. 

The accompanying Data Sheets were prepared and issued with the advice and counsel of E. E. Tucker, F. Fanselow, C. 
H. Wonser, and J. Maslow-ski, who along with the authors, comprised an ad hoc departmental advisory cotranittee 
appointed in 1960 by Deputy Director Walker.  The April 1960, and April 1961 editions of these sheets should be 
discarded. 
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