
State of Michigan 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 
Gerald E. Eddy, Director 

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY DIVISION 
William L. Daoust, State Geologist 

Publication 50 

AN INDEX 
of the 

GEOLOGY OF MICHIGAN 
1823-1955 

 
Copyrighted by 

Michigan Department of Conservation 
1956 

SPEAKER-HINES & THOMAS, INC., STATE PRINTERS, 
LANSING, MICH., 1956 

 

Acts of the Michigan Legislature 1873 to 
1921 

relating to the 
Michigan Geological Survey 

and 
Mines and Minerals 

and 
Acts of the Michigan Legislature 1921 to 

1954 
relating to the functions of the 

Department of Conservation 

delegated to the 
Geological Survey Division 

CONTENTS 
Acts of the Michigan Legislature relating to work of the 
Geological Survey ............................................................. 1 

 

Geological Survey Authorized 
Act 20, P. A. 1837 

AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR A 
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF THE 

STATE 
Sec. 1.  Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the State of Michigan, That the 
governor is hereby authorized and directed to nominate, 
and by and with the advice and consent of the senate, to 
appoint a competent person, whose duty it shall be to 
make an accurate and complete geological survey of this 
state, which shall be accompanied with proper maps and 
diagrams, and furnish a full and scientific description of 
its rocks, soils and minerals, and of its botanical and 
geological productions, together with specimens of the 
same; which maps, diagrams and specimens shall be 
deposited in the state library, and similar specimens 
shall be deposited in such literary and scientific 
institutions as the governor shall direct; and the governor 
is further authorized to appoint from time to time, as the 
exigencies of the case may require, competent persons 
to act as assistants under the direction of the geologist. 

Sec. 2.  A sum not exceeding three thousand dollars for 
the year one thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven, a 
sum not exceeding six thousand dollars for the year one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight, a sum not 
exceeding eight thousand for the year one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-nine, and a sum not exceeding 
twelve thousand for the year one thousand eight 
hundred and forty, is hereby appropriated to defray the 
expenses that may be incurred under this act, which 
sums shall be paid out of the treasury from any money 
not otherwise appropriated, at such times, and in such 
sums as the governor may direct; and an account of all 
the expenditures of each year shall be annually reported 
to the legislature. 

Sec. 3.  The geologist, appointed under the provisions of 
this act, shall make a report annually to the legislature, 
on the first Monday of January, in each year, setting 
forth generally the progress made in the survey hereby 
authorized. 

Approved February 23, 1837. 

Repealed by Act 49, P.A. 1838, which was actually a 
repetition of Act 20, 1837, amending it to include other 
departments than geological. 

Act 49, P.A. 1838, approved March 22, 1838. 

Provided that "the state geological survey . . . shall 
hereafter consist of four departments, geological and 
mineralogical, zoological, botanical, and topographical." 

That the geological corps shall consist of a state 
geologist, and three chief assistants; a zoologist, 
botanist and topographer, appointed by the governor, on 
the nomination of the geologist, four minor assistants, 
one geologist, two zoologists and one botanist. 
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That the state geologist . . . supervise the whole survey. 

The act described the duties of each officer, provided for 
the distribution of "specimens collected" and 
appropriated $12,000 (of which $4,000 was to be 
refunded from University funds) to pay salaries and 
defray expenses of the survey. 

Section 2 amended by Act 75, P.A. 1840 which 
abolished offices and duties of State Zoologist and State 
Botanist. 

Act 55, P.A. 1838, approved March 24, 1838. 

An act to provide for the improvement of state salt 
springs under the direction of the State Geologist and 
appropriated $3,000 therefor. 

Act 1, P.A. 1839, approved January 28, 1839. 

Directs the state geologist to continue improvements at 
the state salt springs with an appropriation of $15,000 
and report to the legislature at the next session. 

Act 18, P.A. 1839, approved March 4, 1839. 

This is the first statute related to land use planning and 
mineral valuation.  It directs the state geologist to 
examine the iron ore on Section 16, T 5 S, R 7 W, 
Branch County—the school section.  Expenses to be 
defrayed by $250 paid by the superintendent of public 
instruction provided interested citizens match the 
appropriation. 

Act 75, P.A. 1840, approved March 28, 1840. 

Abolished the offices of State Zoologist and State 
Botanist. 

Act 79, P.A. 1840, approved March 28, 1840. 

Provided for publication of a topographical map and "the 
geological data laid down thereon".  Appropriated 
$2,000.  State geologist, auditor general and state 
treasurer to have charge of sale. 

Act 92, P.A. 1840, approved March 31, 1840. 

For the improvement of the state salt springs on the 
Tittabawassee River, Midland County, and at Grand 
River, Kent County, under direction of the State 
Geologist.  Appropriated $5,000 for each project. 

Act 10, P.A. 1842, approved February 1, 1842. 

An appropriation of $15,000 for the improvement of the 
state salt springs on Grand River, Kent County, and 
Tittabawassee River, Midland County. 

Act 73, P.A. 1842, approved February 17, 1842. 

An act making appropriations for the current expenses of 
the government, for the year 1842.  Salary of the State 
Geologist $1,000, State Topographer $800, and $400 for 
contingent expenses for completion of the survey. 

Act 42, P.A. 1843, approved March 6, 1843. 

An act to organize a land office and to regulate the sale 
of the public lands.  State geologist required to furnish 
maps. 

Act 68, P.A. 1844, approved March 11, 1844. 

An act to establish a land office, to prescribe and 
regulate the disposition of the public lands, and for other 
purposes. State Land office established in Marshall, 
Calhoun County.  State geologist required to subdivide 
state lands on map obtained from the U. S. Surveyor 
General. 

Act 92, P.A. 1844, approved March 12, 1844. 

An act to provide for the current expenses of the state 
for the year 1844; $3,700 appropriated for the survey. 

Act 17, P.A. 1845, approved March 1, 1845. 

An act authorizing the state geologist to ascertain 
quantity of state lands to be selected by state in lieu 
Section 16.  Appropriation of $1,000 from primary school 
fund. 

Act 90, P.A. 1845, approved March 24, 1845.  An act to 
provide for the sale of the salt spring lands belonging to 
the state. 

Act 78, P.A. 1846, approved April 25, 1846. 

An act declaratory of the interests of the state of 
Michigan in mines and minerals. 

Sec. 1.  "... property in the following mines is fully vested 
in the people of the State of Michigan, in their right of 
sovereignty:  1. All mines of gold and silver now 
discovered, or hereafter to be discovered within the 
territorial limits of this State:  2. All mines of other metals 
or minerals . . . which are connected with, or shall be 
known to contain gold or silver in any proportion."  
Applies to state lands however acquired but does not 
deprive fee owners of ownership. 

"Sec. 4.  A specific tax of four per cent to be in lieu of all 
other state taxes, shall be levied and collected upon all 
ores and the product of all mines within the limits of this 
state, whether the lands containing them have been sold 
to bona fide purchasers by the general government or 
not, which said tax shall in all cases be assessed 
thereon upon the average yield and value of such ores, 
after the same is smelted, if smelted within this state, but 
if not smelted within this state then said taxes shall be 
paid before such ores are removed from the premises 
where they are raised:  Provided, That the specific tax 
upon the product of iron mines shall not exceed two per 
cent." 

Section 4 suspended by Act 131, P.A. 1885. 

Act 122, P.A. 1846, approved May 11, 1846. 

An act relative to the Department of Natural History in 
the University of Michigan.  Specimens of geology, 
mineralogy, zoology and botany transferred to Board of 
Regents of the University. 
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J.R. 26, 1846, approved May 15, 1846. 

Joint Resolution relative to a final geological report. 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the State of Michigan, That the Governor be and he 
hereby is authorized and empowered to select and 
appoint some competent and suitable person to collect, 
collate and arrange all the geological notes, memoranda, 
specimens, maps, topographical delineations, 
engravings, barometrical and other observations, 
including geological surveys kept, taken, made, collected 
and preserved for and in behalf of the state of Michigan 
by the late Dr. Douglass Houghton, State Geologist, and 
designed and intended by him to be used in making a 
final geological report, for the benefit of the people of 
said state; and from the materials thus collected and to 
be collected, and the requisite additional information 
derived from other sources, the person thus to be 
appointed may be required by the Governor to prepare a 
final report upon the geology of Michigan. 

Act 200, P.A. 1859, approved February 15, 1859. 

An act to encourage the manufacture of salt in the state 
of Michigan.  Provides for a bounty of 10 cents a bushel 
if company manufactures 5,000 bushels.  Amended by 
Act 186, P.A. 1861. 

Act 206, P.A. 1859, approved February 15, 1859.  An 
act to finish the geological survey of the state. 

Sec. 1.  ". . . the Governor is hereby authorized and 
directed to appoint a competent person, whose duty it 
shall be to finish the geological survey of this state, 
which shall be accompanied with proper maps and 
diagrams, and shall furnish a full and scientific 
description of its rocks, soils and minerals, and of its 
botanical and natural productions, together with 
specimens of the same; which maps, diagrams and 
specimens, shall be deposited in the library of the State 
University, and the library of the Agricultural College, 
and similar specimens shall be deposited in such other 
library (literary) and scientific institutions in the State as 
the Governor shall direct.  And the Governor is further 
authorized to appoint, from time to time, as the 
exigencies of the case may require, competent persons 
to act as assistants, under the direction of the geologist. 

Sec. 2.  A sum not exceeding two thousand dollars for 
the year A. D. eighteen hundred and fifty-nine, and a 
sum not exceeding three thousand dollars for the year 
eighteen hundred and sixty, is hereby appropriated. 

Sec. 3.  The geologist appointed by the Governor shall 
make a report to the Legislature whenever the same is in 
session, setting forth generally the progress made in the 
survey hereby authorized. 

Amended by Act 186, P.A. 1861. 

Act 64, P.A. 1861, approved February 25, 1861. 

An act to provide for the continuance of the state 
geological survey.  Appropriations of $4,000 for 1861, 
1862.  "The State Geologist is directed to restrict his 
labors to the geological department exclusively, except 
so far as the collection of specimens in botany and 
natural science may not materially interfere with the 
same." 

Act 186, P.A. 1861, approved March 15, 1861. 

Amends act of 1859, that encouraged the manufacture 
of salt in Michigan Provides that property used in salt 
manufacture be exempted from taxation.  Bounty of ten 
cents a bushel to be paid if company manufactured 
3,000 bushels salt from brine. 

Repealed by Act 50, P.A. 1869. 

J.R. 7, 1861, approved February 14, 1861. 

Joint resolution to provide for the printing and distribution 
of the report of the state geologist. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the State of Michigan, That the State printer be 
authorized and directed to print and bind in a suitable 
manner, under the direction of Professor Winchell and 
Professor Miles, five thousand copies of the State 
geological report, and deliver the same m manner and 
number as follows: to the State Geologist, for distribution 
by him among the public libraries of the United States 
and of foreign countries, and such persons as he may 
elect, five hundred copies; to the Assistant State 
Geologist, for distribution by him, two hundred copies; to 
the Superintendent of Public Instruction, for distribution 
among the township and district libraries of the State, a 
sufficient number to supply one copy to each of the 
same; to the publishers of each paper in the State, and 
to members and officers of the present legislature a copy 
each, and the remainder shall be delivered to the State 
library for the use of the State; and that two thousand 
additional copies be printed, in stitched form, for 
distribution by the members and officers of the 
legislature. 

Act 212, P.A. 1863, approved March 20, 1863. 

An act to provide for a special geological survey of 
portions of the state and the collection, arrangement and 
preservation of geological specimens. 

"Sec. 1.  . . . the Governor is authorized and directed to 
appoint a competent person, whose duty it shall be to 
visit the salt localities of the State and make a special 
survey thereof, with direct reference to the feasibility of 
salt boring therein; also, to collect and arrange suitable 
specimens of the different strata obtained from the 
borings of the salt wells of the State and arrange the 
same in a cabinet, suitable for the same, in some room 
of the capitol." 

Three thousand dollars appropriated for 1863, 1864. 
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Act 50, P.A. 1869, approved March 22, 1869. 

Repealed the "Salt Laws" of 1859, 1861 and removed 
the bounty on salt. 

J.R. 27, 1869, approved March 30, 1869. 

Joint Resolution asking an appropriation to aid the 
geological survey of this state.  Requests Federal co-
operation to survey Federal lands in Michigan. 

A Board of Geological Survey Established 
Act 65, P.A. 1869, approved March 26, 1869. 

An act to provide for the further geological survey of the 
state.  Established a board of Geological Survey: the 
Governor, the Superintendent of Public Instruction, and 
the President of the State Board of Education, to control 
and supervise the geological survey and to appoint a 
director of the survey.  The director empowered to select 
his assistants with approval of the Board, and further: 

"Sec. 4.  It shall be the duty of the director to make or 
cause to be made, a thorough geological and 
mineralogical survey of the State, embracing a 
determination of the succession, arrangement, 
thickness, and position of all strata and rocks; their 
mineral character and contents, and their economical 
uses; an investigation and determination of the organic 
remains of the State; a general examination of the 
topography, hydrography, and physical geography of the 
State, an investigation of the soils and subsoils, and the 
determination of their character and agricultural 
adaptation; the investigation of all deposits of brines, 
coal, marl, clay, gypsum, lime, petroleum, metals and 
metallic ores, building stone, marble, grit-stone, 
materials for mortar and cement, mineral paint, and all 
other productions of the geological world within the limits 
of this State capable of being converted to the uses of 
man. 

Sec. 5.  ". . . to collect ample materials for the illustration 
of every department of the geology and mineralogy of 
the State, and to determine, catalogue, and label the 
same, and prepare them for exhibition to the citizens of 
the State, in suitable cases, in the museums of the State 
University and State Agricultural College, at the State 
Normal School, and such other colleges of the State as 
may make application to the board prior to the taking of 
the geological survey, and obligate such college to pay 
the extra expense necessarily incurred in furnishing such 
specimens. 

Sec. 6.  ". . . to furnish annually, to the board, a report of 
the progress of the survey, and as often as possible, a 
condensed statement of important and interesting facts 
for general circulation, and as soon as the progress of 
the work will permit, to begin, and on the completion of 
the survey, to finish a complete memoir upon the 
geology of the State, under the direction of the board, 
embracing such an account of all its mineral and 
agricultural resources as is usual in works of that 
character, and a delineation of its geology upon the map 

of the State, and such other diagrams and illustrations 
as may be needed to set forth in a creditable, intelligible, 
and as far as possible, popular manner, the nature, 
location, and extent of the geological and agricultural 
resources of the State. 

Sec. 7.  The one-half part of all appropriations made, 
shall be expended in the Upper Peninsula; and such 
one-half shall be devoted, among other things, to the 
collection of statistics, and history of the mineral, 
manufacturing, and transportation interests; to the 
compilation and preparation of full and accurate maps, 
showing the topography, geology, and timber, as also 
the position of mines, furnaces, roads, and 
improvements; to the determination of the position and 
structure of the minerals and mineral rocks; to compiling 
and collecting all useful knowledge that would be of 
practical value in finding and extracting ores, and in 
mining, and smelting in those districts of the Upper 
Peninsula known as the iron and copper regions. 

Sec. 8.  All notes, memoranda, compilations, collections, 
specimens, diagrams, and illustrations that may be 
made in the progress of such survey by the persons 
engaged therein, shall be the property of the State; shall 
be under the control of the board, and in case of the 
death, or termination of connection with such survey, of 
any such person, shall be deposited in the State 
University, subject to the order of the board. 

Sec. 9.  To carry into effect the provisions of this act, the 
sum of eight thousand dollars for each year is hereby 
appropriated, to be drawn from the treasury as needed, 
on the warrants of the Governor, which appropriation 
shall be in full for all expenditures under this act, 
exclusive of the printing of the reports hereby provided 
for. 

Sec. 10.  This act shall take immediate effect. 

Sections 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, amended and Sections 2 and 
7 repealed by Act 179, P.A. 1871.  Section 9 amended 
by Act 133, P.A. 1895.  Act 17, P.A. 1921 creating the 
Conservation Department, abolished the Board of 
Geological Survey and transferred powers and duties to 
the Conservation Department. 

Act 179, P.A. 1871, approved April 17, 1871. 

An act to amend and/or repeal parts of Act 65, P.A. 1871 
and to transfer the duties of the Director to the Board of 
Geological Survey and in addition: 

"Sec. 6.  It shall be the duty of said board to furnish an 
annual report of the progress of the survey, and, as often 
as possible, a condensed statement of important and 
interesting facts for general circulation, and, as soon as 
the progress of the work will permit, to begin, and on the 
completion of the survey, to finish a complete memoir 
upon the geology of the State, embracing such an 
account of all its mineral and agricultural resources as is 
usual in works of that character, and a delineation of its 
geology upon the map of the State, and such other 
diagrams and illustrations as may be needed to set forth 
in a creditable, intelligible, and, as far as possible, 
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popular manner, the nature, location, and extent of the 
geological and agricultural resources of the State . . .” 

Section 6 amended by Act 48, P.A. 1881. 

J.R. 11, 1871, approved February 27, 1871. 

Joint Resolution instructing "The State Geological 
Board" to furnish information as to the suitableness of 
stone within our state for the construction of a state 
house. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the State of Michigan, That the "State Geological 
Board" be instructed to call the attention of its "Director" 
to the subject of building material within our State 
suitable for the construction of a State House, and that 
he be required to furnish the requisite information upon 
the subject, showing the capabilities of the different 
stones to resist pressure, abrasion, and disintegration, 
under the action of frost and other meteorological 
agents:  Provided, That no additional expense be made 
to the State. 

Office of Commissioner of Mineral 
Statistics Established 

Act 9, P.A. 1877, approved February 8, 1877. 

An act to authorize the appointment of a commissioner 
of mineral statistics, and defining the duties and 
compensation of the same. 

Required the commissioner to make an annual report to 
the Governor, setting forth in detail the mineral statistics 
for the year; with the progress and development of its 
mining and smelting industries; to make such geological 
and other surveys needed; to observe, and to record by 
maps and plans, especial facts developed in the 
progress of mining and exploration; to collect each year, 
typical suites of specimens of the copper, iron, and other 
ores, and rocks from the Archean formations, not less 
than ten in number, of the State; examine them 
microscopically; name and classify them; show by 
geological sections their stratigraphical positions.  Such 
collections at the disposal of the State Board of 
Education, to be distributed among the educational 
institutions of the State. 

Fifteen hundred dollars appropriated to cover the 
compensation and expenses of Commissioner for all 
necessary surveys and explorations and for publication 
of one thousand copies of his report. 

Section 4 amended by Act 74, P.A. 1888.  Section 1 
amended by Act 29, P.A. 1895.  Repealed by Act 7, P.A. 
1911.  Duties of Commissioner continued by Board of 
Geological Survey. 

Act 180, P. A. 1879, approved April 29, 1879. 

An act amending section 4 of Act 9, P.A. 1877 by 
providing that the annual reports of the Commissioner of 
Mineral Statistics be distributed by the Board of 
Geological Survey.  It also authorized the commissioner 
to demand of all corporations or individuals engaged in 
mining to make reports under oath of their operation and 
production. 

The act required the commissioner to report annually to 
the auditor general the amount of copper, iron, coal, or 
other mineral produced by each and every corporation or 
individual engaged in mining in Michigan, the reports to 
be used for taxation purposes.  In case any corporation 
or individual neglected or refused to make the reports 
the duty of commissioner of mineral statistics was to 
report the amount of specific tax chargeable against 
such delinquent corporations or individuals. 

Section 1 amended by Act 29, P.A. 1895. 

Act 48, P.A. 1881, approved March 26, 1881. 

An act to amend section 6, being compiler's section 825 
of chapter 17 of the compiled laws of 1871, entitled 
"Geological Survey of the State." 

Removes the provision of Act 179, P.A. 1871 that the 
completed report of the geology of Michigan be 
published in three octavo volumes. 

Act 74, P.A. 1883, approved May 3, 1883. 

An act to amend section 4 of act number 9 of the 
session laws of 1877, appointing a commissioner of 
mineral statistics.  Increased the appropriation to $2,500 
and permitted the Commissioner to publish, without cost 
to the State, and sell as many copies as he chose. 

Act 29, P.A. 1895, approved March 21, 1895. 

Defined the term of Commissioner of Mineral Statistics. 

Act 133, P.A. 1895, approved May 10, 1895. 

Appropriations. 

Act 132, P.A. 1897, approved May 13, 1897. 

An act to regulate the mode of plugging abandoned salt 
wells, and providing a penalty for the violation thereof. 

Act 78, P.A. 1899, approved May 17, 1899. 

An act making an appropriation for the printing of certain 
reports and maps under the direction of the State Board 
of Geological Survey. 

Act 231, P.A. 1901, approved June 6, 1901. 

An act providing for the extension of the work of the 
State Board of Geological Survey, making an 
appropriation to meet the expenses thereof, and 
providing for a tax to meet the same. 
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Act 178, P.A. 1903, approved June 4, 1903. 

An act making appropriations for the State Board of 
Geological Survey for 1904 and 1905, for printing reports 
$1,250, for initiating a topographic survey $1,000, for 
purchase of a lot and office building in Houghton $500. 

Act 107, P.A. 1905, approved May 10, 1905. 

An act to regulate the use of artesian and other wells:  to 
prevent the waste of waters therefrom, and provide a 
remedy therefor. 

Biological Survey Established 
Act 250, P.A. 1905, approved June 16, 1905. 

An act to provide for a biological survey of the State, 
making appropriations therefor, and to provide a tax to 
meet the same. 

The People of the State of Michigan enact: 

Sec. 1.  That the Board of Geological Survey as 
constituted by act number sixty-five of the laws of 
eighteen hundred sixty-nine, as amended, is hereby 
authorized and required to make under the general 
direction of the State Geologist, appointed by them, a 
thorough biological survey of the State, embracing a 
determination of the range and distribution of the various 
plants and animals inhabiting the State and the relation 
to their environment and the welfare of man. 

Sec. 2.  The powers and duties of said board relative to 
the expenses incident to such biological surveys, and 
the publication thereof shall be the same as they now 
are relative to the geological and mineralogical survey of 
the State. 

Sec. 3.  The annual report of progress now required of 
the Board of Geological Survey shall include an account 
of the progress of said biological survey and there shall 
be printed of the same, the same number as, and under 
the same conditions as, the report of the Board of Fish 
Commissioners as provided in act number two hundred 
twenty-five of the public acts of nineteen hundred three. 

Sections 4 and 5 declared obsolete and repealed by Act 
267, P.A. 1945. 

Topographic Survey Established 
Act 251, P.A. 1905, approved June 16, 1905. 

Board of Geological Survey authorized to confer with the 
director or representative of the United States Geological 
Survey and to accept co-operation in a topographic 
survey of the State.  Appropriated two thousand dollars 
for 1906 and three thousand dollars for 1907. 

Act 297, P.A. 1905, approved June 17, 1905. 

Part of act provided for printing 1,200 copies of the 
Annual Report of the State Board of Geological Survey. 

Act 245, P.A. 1907, approved June 27, 1907. 

Appropriated $2,000 for biological survey, $4,000 for the 
topographic survey. 

Act 217, P.A. 1909, approved June 2, 1909. 

Appropriations for the State Board of Geological Survey 
for special purposes for 1910 and 1911. 

Act 7, P.A. 1911, approved March 13, 1911. 

Transferred the duties of the Commissioner of Mineral 
Statistics to State Board of Geological Survey. 

Sections 1 and 4 declared obsolete and repealed by Act 
267, P.A. 1945. 

Act 42, P.A. 1911, approved April 5, 1911. 

Provided for numbers of printed reports. 

Act 51, P.A. 1911, approved April 7, 1911. 

An act to provide for the assessment, valuation and 
taxation of mineral, coal, gas, salt, gypsum, oil, mining or 
other rights reserved in or to any lands in this State or to 
the ores, minerals, coal, gas, salt, gypsum and oil 
contained therein against the owner thereof as an 
interest in real property in any and all cases where any 
mineral right in or to the ores, oils, mine, valuable 
deposits, minerals contained therein, shall be or shall 
heretofore have been reserved to the grantor or any 
other person in any conveyance thereof. 

Repealed by Act 119, P.A. 1915. 

Act 98, P.A. 1911, approved April 18, 1911. 

An act to provide appropriations for the State Board of 
Geological Survey for special purposes (biological 
survey $1,000, topographic survey $2,000) for 1912 and 
1913. 

Act 114, P.A. 1911, approved April 25, 1911. 

An act to authorize and direct the Board of State Tax 
Commissioners to investigate, examine into, inventory 
and appraise all mining properties and mineral rights in 
the State of Michigan and to define their powers and 
duties in relation thereto, and to report the result of their 
investigation, examination, inventory and appraisal to the 
State Board of Equalization on or before the third 
Monday of August in the year 1911, and to make an 
appropriation therefor ($30,000), and to provide a 
penalty for the violation of this act.  The Board was 
authorized to employ experts.  The State Geologist was 
employed. 

Act 341, P.A. 1913, approved May 13, 1913. 

An act to provide appropriations for the State Board of 
Geological Survey for 1914 and 1915, for the geological 
and biological surveys, collection of mineral statistics, 
assistance to the Board of Tax Commissioners, 
topographic survey. 



Act 84, P.A. 1915, approved April 27, 1915. 

Provided appropriations for the State Board of 
Geological Survey for 1916 and 1917, for geological, 
biological and topographic surveys and assistance to 
Tax Commission and for a relocation and monumenting 
of the Ohio-Michigan boundary line. 

Act 119, P.A. 1915, approved April 29, 1915. 

An act to repeal act number 51 of the public acts of 
1911, entitled "An act to provide for the assessment, 
valuation and taxation of mineral, coal, gas, salt, 
gypsum, oil, mining or other rights reserved in or to any 
lands in this State, or to the ores, minerals, coal, gas, 
salt, gypsum and oil contained therein against the owner 
thereof as an interest in real property in any and all 
cases where any mineral right in or to the ores, oils, 
mine, valuable deposits, minerals contained therein, 
shall be or shall heretofore have been reserved to the 
grantor or any other person in any conveyance thereof," 
and to authorize and direct the auditor general to cancel 
all taxes heretofore or hereafter assessed and all sales 
heretofore or hereafter made under the provisions of 
said act. 

Act 361, P.A. 1917, approved May 11, 1917. 

To provide appropriations for the State Board of 
Geological Survey for 1918 and 1919. 

Act 373, P.A. 1917, approved May 11, 1917. 

An act to provide for a soil and economic survey of 
certain lands in this State, to require the making of 
reports thereon, and to provide an appropriation therefor. 

Sections 8 and 9 declared obsolete and repealed by Act 
267, P.A. 1945. 

Act 128, P.A. 1919, approved April 25, 1919. 

An act providing appropriations for State Geological and 
Biological Survey for 1921. 

Sec. 1.  There are hereby appropriated from the general 
fund for the State Geological and Biological Survey for 
the fiscal year ending June thirty, nineteen hundred 
twenty, the sum of forty-five thousand three hundred 
forty-four dollars and ninety-four cents, and for the fiscal 
year ending June thirty, nineteen hundred twenty-one, 
the sum of forty-seven thousand eight hundred forty-four 
dollars and ninety-four cents, for the purposes and in the 
following amounts: 

 

Each of said amounts shall be used solely for the 
specific purposes herein stated. 

Sec. 2.  The amounts hereby appropriated shall be paid 
out of the State treasury, and the disbursing officer of the 
State Geological and Biological Survey shall render his 
accounts therefor, at such times and in such manner as 
is or may be provided by law. 

Establishment of Department of 
Conservation 

Act 17, P.A. 1921, approved March 30, 1921. 

An act to provide for the protection and conservation of 
the natural resources of the State; to create a 
conservation department; to define the powers and 
duties thereof; to provide for the transfer to said 
department of the powers and duties now vested by law 
in certain boards, commissions and officers of the State; 
and for the abolishing of the boards, commissions and 
offices the powers and duties of which are hereby 
transferred. 

Section 5 declared obsolete and repealed by Act 267, 
P.A. 1945. 

Act 392, P.A. 1925.  Topographic mapping.  Approved 
May 27, 1925. 

An act to authorize the State Department of 
Conservation to cooperate with the director or 
representative of the United States Geological Survey or 
other authorized federal agency in the preparation and 
completion of a contour topographical survey map of this 
state, making an appropriation to meet the expenses 
thereof and providing a tax to meet the same. 

Section 2 declared obsolete and repealed by Act 129, 
P.A. 1947. 

Act 65, P.A. 1927.  Supervisor of Wells. Approved 
January 2, 1927. 

Designates the Director of Conservation as Supervisor 
of Wells, with the duty of preventing waste in sinking, 
drilling and abandoning oil, gas, or test wells.  Requires 
operators to secure drilling permits from the Supervisor, 
to secure approval before plugging and abandoning 
wells, and to file logs of all wells drilled if called for by the 
Supervisor.  Failure to comply with the law or order of 
the Supervisor of Wells was declared a misdemeanor. 

Repealed by Act 15, P.A. 1929. 

Act 15, P.A. 1929, approved March 27, 1929. 

Redesignated the Director of Conservation Supervisor of 
Wells.  Declared his duties are to prevent waste in 
locating, drilling, casing, deepening, sealing and 
operating of oil and gas wells.  Requires permits for 
drilling wells, approval of abandonment operations.  
Requires that well logs be filed with the Supervisor. 

Amended by Act 185, P.A. 1931.  Repealed as amended 
by Act 61, P.A. 1939. 
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Act 247, P.A. 1929.  Aerial Mapping. 

An act to provide for and authorize aerial photographing 
and preparing of base maps of certain portions of the 
state; to authorize cooperation with the federal 
government and joint contract therewith for certain 
purposes; and to provide regulations for paying 
necessary expenses incident to such work. 

Act 185, P. A. 1931.  Performance Bond. 

Requires a performance bond to assure compliance with 
law, regulations or orders to prevent waste in drilling, 
casing, sealing, operating, or plugging oil and gas wells. 

Repealed, with Act 15, P.A. 1929 by Act 61, P.A. 1939. 

Act 248, P.A. 1937.  Aerial Mapping.  Approved July 22, 
1937. 

An Act to provide for and authorize aerial photographing 
and preparing of base maps of certain portions of the 
state; to authorize cooperation with the federal 
government and joint contract therewith for certain 
purposes; to provide for making an appropriation to meet 
the expenses of the same; and to provide regulations for 
paying necessary expenses incident to such work. 

Section 3 declared obsolete and repealed by Act 129, 
P.A. 1947. 

Act 326, P.A. 1937.  Supervisor of Wells.  Approved July 
24, 1937. 

An act to provide for a supervisor of natural dry gas 
wells; to prescribe his powers and duties; to provide 
regulations for the locating, sinking, drilling, casing, 
deepening, operating, abandonment and plugging of 
natural dry gas wells and test holes; to provide for and 
regulate the payment of fees, issuance of permits and 
payment of money received under the provisions of this 
act; to provide for an appeal board; to prohibit waste in 
the development, production and handling of natural dry 
gas and to define waste and other terms used herein; to 
provide for public hearings and notice thereof, and 
procedure upon appeals; to prescribe penalties for the 
violation of this act, and to repeal act number fifteen of 
the public acts of nineteen hundred twenty-nine, as 
amended, being sections five thousand six hundred 
ninety-six to five thousand seven hundred twelve, 
inclusive, of the compiled laws of nineteen hundred 
twenty-nine. 

Amended by Act 216, P.A. 1951. 

Act 61, P.A. 1939.  Advisory Board.  Approved May 3, 
1939. 

An Act to provide for a supervisor of wells; to prescribe 
his powers and duties; to provide for an advisory board 
and an appeal board; to prescribe their powers and 
duties; to provide for the prevention of waste and for the 
control over certain matters, persons and things relating 
to the conservation of oil and gas, and for the making 
and promulgation of rules, regulations and orders 
relative thereto; to provide for the enforcement of such 
rules, regulations and orders and of the provisions of this 

act, and to provide penalties for the violations thereof; to 
provide for the assessment and collection of certain 
fees; and to repeal Act No. 15 of the Public Acts of 1929, 
as amended. 

Amended by Act 190, P.A. 1951. 

Act 194, P.A. 1939.  Inland Lake Levels.  Approved 
June 8, 1939. 

An Act to provide for the determination and maintenance 
of the normal height and level of the waters in inland 
lakes of this state, for the protection of the public health, 
safety and welfare and the conservation of the natural 
resources of this state; to authorize the building and 
maintenance of dams and embankments to accomplish 
such purposes; to authorize the acquisition of lands and 
other property by gift, grant, purchase or condemnation 
proceedings; to authorize the acceptance of gifts and 
grants of funds for the construction and maintenance of 
such dams and embankments; to authorize the raising of 
money by taxation and by special assessments for the 
purposes of this act; to prescribe the duties and powers 
of boards of supervisors, the conservation commission 
of Michigan and county drain commissioners with 
reference hereto; and to repeal certain acts and parts of 
acts. 

Section 14 amended by Act 69, P.A, 1941; Section 22 
declared obsolete and repealed by Act 267, P.A. 1945; 
Section 4 amended by Act 198, P.A. 1947; Title and 
Section 14 amended by Act 116, P.A. 1952; Title and 
sections 1 and 20 amended by Act 128, P.A. 1952; 
Sections 1 and 3 amended by Act 121, P.A. 1954; 
Section 14 amended by Act 194, P.A. 1954. 

Act 69, P.A. 1941.  Inland Lake Levels.  Approved May 
12, 1941. 

An Act to amend section 14 of Act No. 194 of the Public 
Acts of 1939. 

Act 319, P.A. 1941.  Lake Levels.  Approved June 17, 
1941. 

An act to provide for the establishment and maintenance 
of the waters in certain inland lakes in this State at a 
certain height above sea level for the protection of the 
public health and safety and the conservation of the 
natural resources of this state; To provide for the 
establishment of a level for each such lake that is for the 
best interest of land owners abutting on the lake; to 
authorize the raising of money by taxation and by special 
assessment for the purposes of this act; to prescribe the 
powers and duties of county drain commissioners with 
respect thereto; and to declare the effect of this act. 

Act 159, P.A. 1945, approved May 16, 1945. 

An Act to amend sections 24, 25 and 53 of Act No. 206 
of the Public Acts of 1893.  Provides for the valuation 
and assessment of metallic mining and mineral lands. 

Amended by Act 93, P.A. 1947. 



Publication 50 -- Acts of the Michigan Legislature – Page 9 of 11 

Act 276, P.A. 1945, approved May 25, 1945. 

An Act to define private inland lakes and public inland 
lakes; to empower hoards of supervisors to authorize the 
county drain commissioner or county road commission, 
in counties having no drain commissioner, to establish 
the levels thereof; to prescribe the procedure and forms 
and method of appeal from the establishment of any 
such levels; to specify the court having jurisdiction 
thereof, and the duties of public officers in connection 
therewith; to specify the method by which the findings 
become final; to provide for the penalty for changing the 
level; to limit the provisions of this act to counties having 
a population of not less than 250,000 nor more than 
500,000; to authorize the exercise of eminent domain 
and to repeal acts or parts of acts inconsistent therewith. 

Section 28 declared obsolete and repealed by Act 129, 
P.A. 1947. 

Title and sections 21 and 26a amended by Act 253, P.A. 
1955. 

Act 93, P.A. 1947, approved May 13, 1947. 

An act to amend parts of act No. 206, P.A. 1893, 
providing for valuations and taxation of mineral 
properties. 

Act 138, P.A. 1947.  Interstate Oil Compact.  Approved 
May 28, 1947. 

An act enabling this State to cooperate with other states 
in producing oil and gas; ratifying and approving the 
interstate compact to conserve oil and gas as herein set 
out; authorizing and empowering the governor of this 
state to execute any agreement to enable this state to 
continue to be a member thereof; authorizing the 
governor of this state to execute agreements for the 
further extension of the expiration date thereof; 
authorizing and enabling the governor of this state to 
determine if and when it shall be to the best interest of 
this state to withdraw from the compact; designating the 
governor of this state as the authorized representative 
upon the interstate oil compact commission and 
authorizing and enabling the governor of this state to 
appoint assistant representatives. 

Act 198, P.A. 1947, approved June 12, 1947. 

An act to amend section 4 of Act 194, P.A. 1939, relating 
to dams and sites; acquirement and construction by 
boards of supervisors to maintain normal height and 
level of lakes; maintenance. 

Act 267, P.A. 1947.  State Boundaries.  Approved 
October 11, 1947. 

An act defining the boundaries between Minnesota, 
Michigan and Wisconsin, adopting an interstate compact 
in relation thereto and directing the governor to execute 
and witness the compact in the name of the state, and to 
appropriate moneys therefor. 

Act 77, P.A. 1951, approved May 28, 1951. 

An act providing for the determination of the value, for 
purposes of taxation, of low grade iron ore mining 
property, of copper or other metal mining property, and 
of rights to minerals in lands containing low grade iron 
ores, copper or other metallic ores; to provide for the 
assessment of mining property after production on a 
commercial basis; and to prescribe the powers and 
duties of the state tax commission, the state geologist 
and assessing officers with respect thereto. 

Act 190, P.A. 1951, approved June 8, 1951. 

An Act to amend the title of Act No. 61 of P.A. 1951. 

The title was amended to read: 

An act to provide for a supervisor of wells; to prescribe 
his powers and duties; to provide for an advisory board 
and an appeal board; to prescribe their powers and 
duties; to provide for the prevention of waste and for the 
control over certain matters, persons and things relating 
to the conservation of oil and gas, and for the making 
and promulgation of rules, regulations and orders 
relative thereto; to provide for the plugging of wells and 
for the entry on private property for that purpose; to 
provide for the enforcement of such rules, regulations 
and orders and of the provisions of this act, and to 
provide penalties for the violations thereof; and to 
provide for the assessment and collection of certain 
fees. 

Act 216, P.A. 1951, approved June 14, 1951. 

Permits entry to property and authorizes Supervisor of 
Wells to case, plug, or repair any abandoned test holes 
or wells drilled for gas if the owner or operator has failed 
to do so, and to assess costs against the well owner or 
operator.  Provides penalty against owners or operators 
who fail to properly plug and abandon any gas well or 
test hole after production is abandoned as full test data 
is received. 

Act 116, P.A. 1952.  Inland Lakes.  Approved April 17, 
1952. 

The title of Act 194, P.A. 1939 was amended to read: 

An act to provide for the determination and maintenance 
of the normal height and level of the waters in inland 
lakes of this state, for the protection of the public health, 
safety and welfare and the conservation of the natural 
resources of this state; to authorize the building and 
maintenance of dams and embankments and the 
installation, maintenance and operation of pumps, weirs, 
locks, gates, tubes, ditches, or any other devices or 
construction to accomplish such purposes; to authorize 
the acquisition of lands and other property by gift, grant, 
purchase or condemnation proceedings; to authorize the 
acceptance of gifts and grants of funds for the 
construction and maintenance of such dams and 
embankments and the installation, maintenance and 
operation of pumps, weirs, locks, gates, tubes, ditches, 
or any other devices or construction; to authorize the 
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raising of money by taxation and by special 
assessments for the purposes of this act; to authorize 
the issuance of special assessment bonds; to prescribe 
the duties and powers of boards of supervisors, the 
conservation commission of Michigan and county drain 
commissioners with reference hereto; and to repeal 
certain acts and parts of acts. 

Act 128, P.A. 1952, approved April 17, 1952. 

Amends Act 194, P.A. 1939 to read: 

An act to provide for the determination and maintenance 
of the normal height and level of the waters in inland 
lakes of this state, for the protection of the public health, 
safety and welfare and the conservation of the natural 
resources of this state; to authorize the building and 
maintenance of dams and embankments and the 
installation, maintenance and operation of pumps, weirs, 
locks, gates, tubes, ditches, or any other devices or 
construction to accomplish such purposes; to authorize 
the acquisition of lands and other property by gift, grant, 
purchase or condemnation proceedings; to authorize the 
acceptance of gifts and grants of funds for the 
construction and maintenance of such dams and 
embankments and the installation, maintenance and 
operation of pumps, weirs, locks, gates, tubes, ditches, 
or any other devices or construction; to authorize the 
raising of money by taxation and by special 
assessments for the purposes of this act; to authorize 
the issuance of special assessment bonds; to prescribe 
the duties and powers of boards of supervisors, the 
conservation commission of Michigan and county drain 
commissioners with reference hereto; and to repeal 
certain acts and parts of acts. 

Act 121, P.A. 1954, approved April 19, 1954. 

Amends Act 194, P.A. 1939.  Defines the normal level of 
an inland lake. 

Act 194, P.A. 1954, approved May 5, 1954. 

The act amends Act 194, P.A. 1939, by providing for 
assessments for improvements of certain inland lakes. 

Act 253, P.A. 1955, approved June 29, 1955. 

The act amends the title of Act 276, P.A. 1945, to read: 

An act to define private inland lakes and public inland 
lakes; to empower boards of supervisors to authorize the 
county drain commissioner or county road commission, 
in counties having no drain commissioner, to establish 
the levels thereof; to prescribe the procedure and forms 
and method of appeal from the establishment of any 
such levels; to specify the court having jurisdiction 
thereof, and the duties of public officers in connection 
therewith; to specify the method by which the findings 
become final; to authorize the issuance of special 
assessment bonds; to provide for the penalty for 
changing the level; to limit the provisions of this act to 
counties having a population of not less than 100,000 
nor more than 1,000,000; to authorize the exercise of 
eminent domain and to repeal acts or parts of acts 
inconsistent therewith. 

INDEX TO LAWS 
Advisory Board:  Act 61, P.A. 1939. 

Aerial mapping:  Act 247, P.A. 1929; Act 248, P.A. 1937. 

Appropriations:  Acts 20, 1837; 49, 1838; 1, 1839; 92, 
1840; 10, 1842; 73, 1842; 2, 1844; 17, 1845; 206, 
1859; 133, 1895; 78, 1899; 231, 1901; 178, 1903; 
245, 907; 217, 1909; 98, 1911; 341, 1913; 84, 1915; 
361, 1917; 128, 1919. 
Joint Resolutions 21, 1841; 27, 1869; 3, 1872. 

Artesian wells, conservation of:  Act 107, 1905. 

Biological Survey authorized:  Act 250, 1905. 

Board of Geological Survey established:  Acts 65, 1869; 
179, 1871; 48, 1881. 
Joint Resolution 11, 1871. 

Botanist, State, authorized:  Act 49, 1838; 75, 1840 
(office abolished). 

Boundary Compact:  Act 267, 1947. 

Bounty for salt manufacture:  Acts 200, 1859; 186, 1861; 
50, 1869. 

Commissioner of Mineral Statistics:  Acts 9, 1877; 180, 
1879; 74, 1883; 29, 1895; 133, 1895. 

Geological Survey of the State:  Acts 20, 1837; 206, 
1859; 64, 1861; 212, 1863; 65, 1869. 

Geologist, State:  Acts 20, 1837; 49, 1838. 

Interstate Oil Compact:  Act 138, 1947. 

Lakes and lake levels:  Acts 194, 1939; 69, 1941; 319, 
1941; 276, 1945; 198, 1947; 116, 1952; 128, 1952; 
121, 1954; 194, 1954; 253, 1955. 

Land Office:  Acts 42, 1843; 68, 1844. 

Lands, Public (see salt springs and valuations):  Acts 18, 
1839; 68, 1844; 17, 1845; 90, 1845; 309, 1929. 

Mapping.  See Aerial, Topographic. 

Maps, publications, printing, reports, state documents:  
Acts 79, 1840; 122, 1846; 48, 1881; 78, 1899; 231, 
1901; 297, 1905; 42, 1911. 
Joint Resolutions 14, 1839; 5, 1841; 18, 1843; 34, 
1844; 26, 1846; 26, 1859; 7, 1861; 10, 1863; 3, 1872. 
Concurrent Resolution 5, 1872. 

Mineral statistics, collection:  Act 7, 1911. 

Mines and minerals:  Acts 18, 1839; 78, 1846; 131, 
1885; 51, 1911; 114, 1911; 159, 1945. 

"Oil Acts":  65, 1927; 15, 1929; 185, 1931; 326, 1937; 
61, 1939; 138, 1947; 190, 1951; 216, 1951. 

Pipe line:  Act 29, 1889.  See M.G.S. Pub. 47 for other 
pipe line laws. 

Plugging abandoned salt wells:  Act 132, 1897. 
Oil wells:  Act 190, 1951. 
See "Oil Acts". 
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Salt lands, springs, wells:  Acts 55, 1838; 1, 1839; 92, 
1840; 10, 1842; 90, 1845; Chap. 60 Revised laws 
1846; Joint Resolutions 7, 1841; 3, 1845. 

Salt manufacture, bounty for:  Acts 200, 1859; 186, 
1861; 50, 1869. 

Soil and economic survey:  Act 373, 1917. 

Supervisor of Wells:  Acts 65, 1927; 15, 1929; 326, 
1937.  See "Oil Acts". 

Tax and Tax Commission:  Acts 51, 1911; 114, 1911; 
341, 1913; 119, 1915; 77, 1951. 
See Mines and Minerals and Valuations. 

Topographer, State:  Act 49, 1838. 

Topographic Survey:  Acts 49, 1838; 178, 1903; 251, 
1905; 392, 1925; 247, 1929. 

Valuation of mineral lands:  Acts 18, 1839; 159, 1945; 
93, 1947; 77, 1951. 
See Public Lands. 

Water conservation:  Act 107, 1905. 

Zoologist, State: Acts 49, 1838; 75, 1840. 
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