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OFFICE OF THE STATE INSPECTOR OF SALT, 

 NO. 303 EDDY BUILDING, 

SAGINAW, MICHIGAN, December 15th, 1903. 

TO HIS EXCELLENCY, AARON T. BLISS, Governor of the 
State of Michigan: 

Sir:—I have the honor to submit this, the thirty-fifth 
annual report of the operations of the State Salt 
Inspection law, for the year ending November 30, 1903. 

The law requires that the report shall contain: 

First, the number of districts into which the salt 
producing territory of the state is divided, with the name 
and locality of each, and the number and capacity of the 
works in each district; 

Second, the quantity and quality of salt inspected in 
each district the past year; 

Third, the amount of money received, and the expenses 
incurred. 

SALT PRODUCING DISTRICTS. 
The salt producing territory of the state is divided into 
eight districts, although during the past year there was 
no salt manufactured in Districts, No. 4 and 5. 

District No. 1, Saginaw, County has seventeen salt 
companies with sixteen steam blocks and one thousand 
solar salt covers, having a manufacturing capacity of six 
hundred thousand barrels of salt. 

District No. 2, Bay County, has seven salt companies 
with five steam blocks and two vacuum pan blocks, with 
a manufacturing capacity of six hundred thousand 
barrels of salt. 

District No. 3, St. Clair County, has eight salt companies, 
with six steam and four vacuum pan blocks, with a 
manufacturing capacity of two million two hundred 
thousand barrels of salt. 

District No. 4, Iosco County, has one salt company, a 
steam block and a manufacturing capacity of fifty 
thousand barrels—none manufactured in 1903. 

District No. 5, Midland County, has one salt company, 
one steam block and a manufacturing capacity of thirty 
thousand barrels of salt—none manufactured in 1903. 

District No. 6, Manistee County, has nine salt 
companies, with nine steam and three vacuum pan 
blocks, and a manufacturing capacity of four million 
barrels of salt. 

District No. 7, Mason County, has three salt companies 
with two steam and two vacuum pan blocks, with a 
manufacturing capacity of one million barrels of salt. 

District No. 8, Wayne County, has thirteen salt 
companies, with thirteen steam and two vacuum pan 
blocks, and a manufacturing capacity of two million 
barrels of salt. 

RECAPITULATION. 
Solar salt covers, Saginaw County, one thousand 
(1,000) 

Total number of blocks in state, sixty-six (66) 

Total capacity of works if all were operated 10,480,000. 

 
Tables following, show manufacturers of salt in each 
district, and the amount of each kind of salt made by 
each manufacturer. 

DISTRICT NO. 1, SAGINAW COUNTY. 

 

DISTRICT NO. 2, BAY COUNTY. 

 



DISTRICT NO. 3, ST. CLAIR COUNTY. 

 

DISTRICT NO. 6, MANISTEE COUNTY. 

 

DISTRICT NO. 7, MASON COUNTY. 

 

DISTRICT NO. 8, WAYNE COUNTY. 

 

RECAPITULATION. 

 

COMPARATIVE INSPECTION BY DISTRICTS 

FOR 1902 AND 1903. 

 
Number of barrels of salt inspected from December 1st, 

 

This shows a falling off in inspection for year of 606,263 
barrels and in manufacture of 850,537 barrels. 

COMPARATIVE TABLE. 

Salt manufactured in the State of Michigan prior to the 
enactment of the state inspection law of 1869. 

 
Salt inspected in the State of Michigan since the 
enactment of the state inspection law in 1869. 

 

 

RECEIPTS. 
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EXPENDITURES. 

 

RÉSUMÉ. 

As indicated by the 34th Annual Report, made to your 
Excellency by my predecessor, there was less salt 
manufactured during 1903 than in 1902 and 1901.  The 
same causes obtained throughout the year which 
existed in 1902, namely; the high price of fuel and the 
low price of salt.  There was a steady falling off in the 
amount inspected up to August in the present year, 
when there was a slight increase for the balance of the 
year.  The falling off of the amount of salt manufactured 
was considerably in excess of the amount inspected, 
showing that there had been a movement of the old salt. 

There is very little indication of an increase in the 
manufacture of salt during the coming year.  Those 
districts that have cheap fuel continue to make the bulk 
of the salt and while at the present time Saginaw and 
Bay County districts are the smallest producers, it seems 
that it cannot be many years before these two districts 
will be more favorably located to manufacture salt than 
any other in the state, on account of the continued 
developement of mining in these two counties.  New 
shafts are constantly going down and more coal being 
hoisted each year, which produces a greater quantity of 
slack and following the trend of such matters in older 
coal districts, there soon comes a time when there is no 
demand for all the slack produced, and consequently 
either the Coal Companies themselves will manufacture 
salt for the purpose of getting rid of their slack, the same 
as the large lumber companies do now to get rid of their 
waste, or else they will sell at such a price that 
independent manufacturers will use it for this purpose. 

A large number of blocks have remained shut down 
during the year, and there is little prospect of those that 
have been shut down during 1903 starting next year, 
unless the price of salt should materially increase, or the 
cost of fuel decrease. 

 Respectfully submitted, 

  JOHN S. PORTER, 

   STATE INSPECTOR OF SALT. 

SAGINAW, MICH., Dec. 15th, 1903. 
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