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OFFICE OF THE STATE INSPECTOR OF SALT, 

PAW PAW, MICHIGAN, December 15th, 1905. 

TO HIS EXCELLENCY, FRED M. WARNER, Governor of the 
State of Michigan: 

Sir:—I have the honor to submit this the thirty-seventh 
annual report of the operations of the State Salt 
Inspection law, for the year ending Nov. 30th, 1905. 

The law requires that the report shall contain: 

Firsts the number of districts into which the salt 
producing territory of the State is divided, with the name 
and locality of each, and the number and capacity of the 
works in each district; 

Second, the quality and quantity of salt inspected in 
each district the past year; 

Third, the amount of money received and the expenses 
incurred. 
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SALT PRODUCING DISTRICTS. 
The salt producing territory of the State is divided into 
eight districts, although during the past year there was 
no salt manufactured in Districts Nos. 4 and 5. 

District No. 1, Saginaw County, has ten salt plants with a 
capacity of six hundred fifteen thousand (615,000) 
barrels per year and employs one hundred forty three 
men in the manufacture of salt.  It has nine steam blocks 
and one solar plant that has fifty-five covers.  The new 
Plate Glass Company Plant will have a capacity of one 
thousand barrels per day, and will begin to make salt 
early in 1906. 

District No 2, Bay County, has four salt companies, with 
a capacity of four hundred fifty thousand (450,000) 
barrels per annum.  These plants expect to manufacture 
during the coming winter. 

District No. 8, St. Clair County, has eight steam plants, 
thirty grainers and eight vacuum pans, are employing in 
the six plants in active operation four hundred ninety-
eight men, and when all are operated will produce 
1.691,000 barrels annually.  This district produces a 
large amount of fine dairy salt as well as the coarser 
grades.  These salt blocks are using improved 
machinery and live steam. 

District No. 4, Iosco County, has one salt company, a 
steam block and a manufacturing capacity of fifty 
thousand barrels.  None manufactured in 1905. 

District No. 5, Midland County, has one salt company, 
one steam block and a manufacturing capacity of thirty 
thousand barrels of salt.  None manufactured in 1905. 

District No. 6, Manistee County, has seven salt 
companies, seven steam and three vacuum pan blocks, 
employing four hundred ninety-seven men, and a 
capacity of 8,810,600 barrels per annum.  The Manistee 
Lumber Company and the Dennis Bros, have closed 
their plants owing to the fact that they have finished 
cutting their timber. 

District No. 7, Mason County, has three salt companies 
with four salt blocks, two vacuum and two Grainer 
blocks, employing one hundred seventy-five men, and a 
capacity of 1,650,000 per annum.  These plants, with the 
exception of the Stearns Salt and Lumber Company will 
close down for the winter, but will ship as long as boats 
can be had. 

District No. 8, Wayne County, has nine salt companies, 
with twenty vacuum pans and thirty steam grainers, and 
a manufacturing capacity of 2,000,000 barrels of salt.  
They are employing at present about four hundred men. 

 
Tables following show manufacturers of salt in each 
district, and the amount of each kind of salt made by 
each manufacturer. 

DISTRICT No. 1, SAGINAW COUNTY. 

 

DISTRICT No. 2, BAY COUNTY. 

 



DISTRICT No. 3, ST. CLAIR COUNTY. 

 

DISTRICT No. 6, MANISTEE COUNTY. 

 

DISTRICT No. 7, MASON COUNTY. 

 

DISTRICT No. 8, WAYNE COUNTY. 

 

RECAPITULATION 

 

COMPARATIVE INSPECTION BY DISTRICTS 

FOR 1903 AND 1904 

 
This shows an increase in inspection for year of 250,411 
barrels, and in manufacture of 801,403 barrels. 

COMPARATIVE TABLE. 

Salt manufactured in the State of Michigan prior to the 
enactment of the State inspection law in 1869. 

 
Salt inspected in the State of Michigan since the 
enactment of the State inspection law in 1869. 

 

 

RECEIPTS. 

 

EXPENDITURES 
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RÉSUMÉ. 
The conditions surrounding the salt industry continue 
favorable, and the indications are that the coming year 
will see fully as much manufactured as the past year.  
The only change that can be foretold will be the 
installation of plants of larger capacity and more 
improved methods of manufacturing.  Each year sees a 
number of blocks closed because of lack of cheap fuel. 

 Very respectfully, 
  EDWIN A. WILDEY, 
   STATE INSPECTOR OF SALT. 
PAW PAW, MICH., Dec. 15, 1905. 
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