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OFFICE OF THE STATE INSPECTOR OF SALT, 

PAW PAW, MICHIGAN, December 15th, 1906. 

TO HIS EXCELLENCY, FRED M. WARNER, Governor of the 
State of Michigan: 

Sir.—I have the honor to submit this, the thirty-eighth 
annual report of the operations of the State Salt 
Inspection law, for the year ending Nov. 30th, 1906. 

The law requires that the report shall contain: 

First, the number of districts into which the salt 
producing territory of the State is divided, with the name 
and locality of each, and the number and capacity of the 
works in each district. 

Second, the quality and quantity of salt inspected in 
each district the past year. 

Third, the amount of money received and the expenses 
incurred. 

SALT PRODUCING DISTRICTS. 
The salt producing territory of the State is divided into six 
districts: 

District No. 1, Saginaw County, John Baird, Deputy 
Inspector, has ten salt plants with $400,000 invested, 
with a capacity of 675,000 barrels per year, and 
employes 140 men in the manufacture of salt.  It has 
nine steam blocks with forty-two grainers, and one solar 
plant with fifty covers.  This latter plant is practically out 
of commission, no salt having been manufactured during 
the past year.  Exhaust steam is used in the 
manufacture. 

District No. 2, Bay County, Patrick Gibbons Deputy 
Inspector, has four salt companies, with $120,000 
invested, with a capacity of 470,000 barrels.  No. of wells 
32, with a depth ranging from 950 feet to 1,050 feet.  
These plants run the year through. 

District No. 3, St. Clair County, Bion Beach, Deputy 
Inspector, has eight steam plants, with forty-four 
grainers, six vacuum pans, eighteen wells, employing 
500 men when in active operation.  Annual capacity 
1,700,000 barrels.  Estimated capital $500,000.  This 
district produces a large amount of dairy salt of excellent 
quality as well as manufacturing the coarser grades.  
These blocks are all using live steam and improved 
machinery.  Future of manufacturing is good. 

District No. 4, Manistee County, W. H. Abbs and. W. H. 
Stott, Deputy Inspectors, has six steam blocks, with 
seventy-six grainers, two vacuum pans, employing 475 
men.  Estimated capital $550,000; with eighteen wells in 
active operation, having an average depth of 2,000 feet.  
Capacity of 3,000,000 barrels per annum.  The future of 
manufacture depends largely upon the lumber industry, 
as salt is now manufactured by exhaust steam and 
refuse from the saw mills.  It is expected that most of 
these plants will manufacture the coming winter. 

District No. 5, Mason County, Ole Asplund, Deputy 
Inspector, has three salt companies, with four salt 
blocks, three vacuum pans and twenty-eight grainers, 
eight wells ranging in depth from 2,240 feet to 2,284 
feet, all in good condition; are employing 180 men in the 
salt blocks and have a capacity of 1,650,000 barrels per 
annum.  Estimated capital $300,000.  These blocks are 
using exhaust steam and refuse from the saw mills. 
Future prospects good. 

District No. 6, Wayne County, Wm. O'Keefe, Deputy 
Inspector, has eight salt companies in active operation, 
with twenty two grainers, nineteen vacuum pans and 
twenty wells, ranging in depth from 1,100 feet to 1,600 
feet.  Total capacity 2,000,000 barrels per annum.  
These blocks are using live steam. 

The Detroit Salt Mining and Manufacturing Co. are 
constructing a mine from which they expect to mine salt 
in about a year.  They are down 360 feet and making 50 
feet a month; they expect to mine salt at a depth of 900 
feet. 

 
Tables following show manufacturers of salt in each district, and the 
amount of each kind of salt made by each manufacturer. 

DISTRICT No. 1, SAGINAW COUNTY. 
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DISTRICT No. 2, BAY COUNTY. 

 

DISTRICT No. 3, ST. CLAIR COUNTY. 

 

DISTRICT No. 4, MANISTEE COUNTY. 

 

DISTRICT No. 5, MASON COUNTY. 

 

DISTRICT No. 6, WAYNE COUNTY. 

 

RECAPITULATION FOR 1906 

 

COMPARATIVE INSPECTION BY 
DISTRICTS FOR 1905 AND 1906 

 

COMPARATIVE TABLE 

Salt manufactured in the State of Michigan prior to the 
enactment of the state inspection law in 1869. 

 
Salt inspected in the State of Michigan since the 
enactment of the state inspection law in 1869. 
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RESUME. 
As I reported to you last year, the conditions surrounding 
the salt industry were such as to lead to the belief that 
the output for 1906 would be as great as the preceding 
year, and if facilities for shipping could have been 
obtained, stocks would have been very much smaller 
than for many years.  Several salt companies were 
compelled, because of lack of transportation, to cancel 
orders enough to clean up their output for the year.  If 
Michigan is to retain the first position in this industry, 
provision must be made for two very essential factors in 
the production of salt, viz.  Cheap transportation and 
cheap, durable and attractive packages.  Few states are 
so favorably located as Michigan, surrounded as it is by 
the great lakes, for cheap transportation, and many of 
the larger manufacturers avail themselves of this 
advantage by shipping in bulk to points outside the state, 
and packing before shipping to interior points to the 
West and and North-west.  In connection with this I 
desire to call your attention to what has been done to 
maintain a proper inspection regarding such shipments.  
Last spring my attention was called to the importance of 
having a competent person at the port where cargoes of 
salt were to be unloaded, so that no complaint would be 
made without my being familiar with the circumstances.  
Accordingly, Deputy Inspector W. H. Abbs of Manistee, 
made several trips to investigate, and I am pleased to 
report that no serious complaints have been made 
regarding state inspection from the purchasers of bulk 
salt. 

In regard to packages, I regret to say that no substitute 
for wood has been found as cheap and at the same time 
as satisfactory to the buyer and seller as the present 
wooden package for the cheaper grades of salt.  The 
future of the salt industry looks promising, and I have the 
satisfaction of reporting that no blocks have been closed 
because of failure from a financial standpoint During the 
past two years five companies have ceased producing 
salt and three of larger capacity have been installed, so 
that the total producing capacity has not decreased.  It 
Has been suggested to me that some legislation be 
enacted that will make the owners of salt wells who are 
abandoning the same liable to a fine in case the wells 
are not plugged, so that no injury may be sustained by 
adjoining salt manufacturers.  During the past year I 
have tried to ascertain as nearly as possible the 
condition of abandoned salt blocks, and have found 
them with but few exceptions plugged, and I am 
convinced that if authority is given the salt inspector no 
trouble will be had in the future from this class of 
property. 

  Respectfully submitted, 
   EDWIN A. WILDEY, 
    STATE SALT INSPECTOR. 
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