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OFFICE OF THE STATE INSPECTOR OF SALT, 

Bay City, Michigan, November 30th, 1907. 

TO HIS EXCELLENCY, FRED M. WARNER, Governor 
of the State of Michigan: 

Sir.—I have the honor to submit this, the thirty-ninth 
annual report of the operations of the State Salt 
Inspection law, for the year ending November 30th, 
1907. 

The law requires that the report shall contain: 

First, the number of districts into which the salt 
producing- territory of the State is divided, with the name 
and locality of each, and the number and capacity of the 
works in each district. 

Second, the quality and quantity of salt inspected in 
each district the past year. 

Third, the amount of money received and the expenses 
incurred. 

SALT PRODUCING DISTRICTS. 
The salt producing territory of the State is divided into six 
districts: 

District No. 1, Saginaw County, John W. Clark, Deputy 
Inspector, has nine salt plants with $400,000 invested, 
with a capacity of 500,000 barrels per year, 26 wells and 
26 coopers, 33 graniers, and employes 75 men in the 
manufacture of salt.  It has eight steam blocks with forty-
one grainers, (exhaust steam is used in the 
manufacture,) and one solar plant with 1170 covers, 18 
settling vats. 

District No. 2, Bay County, Patrick Gibbons Deputy 
Inspector, has four salt companies, with $200,000 
invested, with a capacity of 400,000 barrels, and 
employes 51 men in the manufacture of salt.  No. of 
wells 31, with a depth ranging from 950 feet to 1,050 
feet.  It has four steam blocks with 20 graniers, 2 
vacuum pans, all in operation.  These plants run the year 
through. 

District No. 3, St. Clair County, T. J. Wreath, Deputy 
Inspector, has seven steam plants, with forty-six 
grainers, five vacuum pans, seventeen wells, employing 
546 men and boys when in active operation.  Annual 
capacity 1,700,000 barrels.  Estimated capital $600,000. 
This district produces a large amount of dairy salt of 
excellent quality as well as manufacturing the coarser 
grades.  These blocks are all using live steam and 
improved machinery.  Future of manufacturing is good. 

District No, 4. Manistee Comity, W, H. Abbs and W. H. 
Stott. Deputy Inspectors, has five steam blocks, with 
forty-three grainers, five vacuum pans, employing 619 
men and boys.  Estimated capital $550.000, with twenty 
wells in active operation, having an average depth of 
2,000 feet.  Capacity of 8.000,000 barrels per annum.  
The future of manufacture depends largely upon the 
lumber industry, as salt is now manufactured by exhaust 
steam and refuse from the saw mills.  Many of the 
manufacturers are now using some coal.  It is expected 
that most of these plants will manufacture the coming 
winter. 

District No. 5, Mason County, Ole Aspland, Deputy 
Inspector, has three salt companies, with four salt 
blocks, three vacuum pans and twenty-eight grainers, 
eight wells ranging in depth from 2,240 feet to 2.284 
feet, all. in good condition; are employing 175 men in the 
salt blocks, 63 coopers, and have a capacity of 
3.650,000 barrels per annum.  Estimated capital 
$300,000.  These blocks are using exhaust steam and 
refuse from the saw mills and some coal.  Future 
prospects good. 

The Anchor Salt Co. use coal only.  They are building.  
new addition which will contain three new vacuum pans.  
The process which is known as the "triple effect."  This 
improvement will largely increase their output and 
enable them to make a bettor grade of salt over the old 
single vacuum pan system. 



District No. 6, Wayne County, Wm. O'Keefe, Deputy 
Inspector, has six salt companies in active operation, 
with twenty-five grainers, seven vacuum, pans, ten open 
pans and twenty-two wells, ranging in depth from 1,100 
feet to 1,600 feet.  Total capacity 2,000,000 barrels per 
annum and employ 435 men.  These blocks are using 
live steam. 

The Detroit Salt Mining and. Manufacturing Co. are 
sinking a shaft from which they expect to mine rock salt.  
They are now down 500 feet and expect to mine salt at a 
depth of 900 feet.  The prospects look bright for their 
mining rock salt some time the coming summer. 
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Tables following show manufacturers of salt in each district, and the 
amount of each kind of salt made by each manufacturer. 

DISTRICT NO. 1, SAGINAW COUNTY. 

 

DISTRICT NO. 2, BAY COUNTY. 

 

DISTRICT NO. 3, ST. CLAIR COUNTY. 

 

DISTRICT NO. 4, MANISTEE COUNTY. 

 

DISTRICT NO. 5, MASON COUNTY. 

 

DISTRICT NO. 6, WAYNE COUNTY. 

 

RECAPITULATION FOR 1907 

 

COMPARATIVE INSPECTION BY 
DISTRICT FOR 1908 AND 1907 

 

COMPARATIVE TABLE 

Salt manufactured in the State of Michigan prior to the 
enactment of the state inspection law in 1869. 

 
Salt inspected in the State of Michigan since the 
enactment of the state inspection law in 1869. 

 



 

 

In presenting my annual report it is gratifying to state that 
the output for the past year has been the largest in the 
history of the Michigan salt industry. 

With the many improvements which have been made 
and which are being made, there is no reason for the 
present status of affairs not being maintained. 

The Detroit Salt & Manufacturing Co. are sinking a shaft 
and expect to mine rock salt during the coming summer.  
This entirely new adventure in this state will, no doubt, 
add greatly to Michigan's output. 

Mention should be made of the new salt company at 
Mount Pleasant.  Although no sales have been reported 
they will no doubt be added to our list of producers in the 
near future. 

If we wish to retain our position in the salt industry, we 
must maintain our cheap transportation and must work 
for even lower rates.  Our location is favorable for this, 
manufacturers availing themselves of the advantages of 
our great lakes for shipping to points outside the state.  
Few complaints have been made in regard to shipping 
and there has been very little trouble about grades, but 
there have been a number of complaints about weights.  
I have visited the different plants several times, giving 
my particular attention to the matter of weights, but this 
precaution has not prevented a few complaints being 
made.  My deputies have been instructed to look closely 
after this matter, but it is impossible for them to oversee 
the weighing of each barrel.  Most of the packing is paid 
for by the barrel, and the trouble comes largely through 
the zeal of the packer's trying to do more than the 
average day's work.  I have given instructions to my 
deputies to test the weights and to have all short weight 
barrels repacked by the original packer.  Every inspector 
is equipped with his own steelyards to test the different 
scales.  Many times barrels show shortage, not caused 
by carelessness on the part of the packer, for if barrels 
are exposed to the elements in shipping, shortage is 
bound to follow. 

   TEMPLE EMERY, 
    State Salt Inspector. 
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