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Office of the State Inspector of Salt, 

Bay City, Michigan, November 30th, 1909. 

TO HIS EXCELLENCY, FRED M. WARNER, 
Governor of the State of Michigan: 

Sir—I have the honor to submit this, the forty-first annual 
report of the operations of the State Salt Inspection law, 
for the year ending November 30th, 1909. 

The law requires that the report shall contain: 

First, the number of districts into which the salt 
producing territory of the State is divided, with the name 
and locality of each, and the number and capacity of the 
works in each district. 

Second, the quality and quantity of salt inspected in 
each district the past year. 

Third, the amount of money received and the expenses 
incurred. 

SALT PRODUCING DISTRICTS. 
The salt producing territory of the State is divided into six 
districts: 

District No. 1, Saginaw County, John W. Clark, Deputy 
Inspector, has nine salt plants with $400,000 invested, 
with a capacity of 500,000 barrels per year, 23 wells and 
26 coopers, 36 grainers and employes 63 men in the 
manufacture of salt.  It has nine steam blocks, with 40 
grainers, with 8 steam blocks and 36 grainers in 
commission (exhaust steam, is used in the 
manufacture). 

District No. 2, Bay County, Patrick Gibbons, Deputy 
Inspector, has four salt companies, three in commission, 
the Kern mill halving burned.  This property has changed 
hands and a new mill is to be built the coming spring; 
$200,000 is invested, with a capacity of 400,000 barrels, 
and employs 51 men in the manufacture of salt.  Number 
of wells 31, with a depth ranging from 950 feet to 1,050 
feet. It has four steam blocks, with 20 grainers, 2 
vacuum pans, all in operation.  These plants run the year 
through. 

District No. 3, St. Clair County, T. J. Wreath, Deputy 
Inspector, has 7 steam plants, with 46 grainers, 9 
vacuum pans, 19 wells, employing 570 men and boys 
when in active operation.  Annual capacity 1,700,000 
barrels.  Estimated capital $600,000.  This district 
produces a large amount of dairy salt of excellent quality 
as well as manufacturing the coarser grades.  These 
blocks air all using live steam and improved machinery. 
Future of manufacturing is good. 

District No. 4, Manistee County, W. H. Abbs and W. H. 
Stott, Deputy Inspectors, has five steam blocks, with 75 
grainers, 6 vacuum pans, employing 619 men and boys.  
Estimated capital $550,000, with twenty wells in, active 
operation, having an average depth of 2,000 feet.  
Capacity of 3,000,000 barrels per annum.  The future of 
manufacture depends largely upon the lumber industry, 
as salt is now manufactured by exhaust steam and 
refuse from the saw mills.  Many of the manufacturers 
are now using some coal.  It is expected that most of 
these plants will manufacture the coming winter. 

District No. 5, Mason County, Ole Aspland, Deputy 
Inspector, has three salt companies, with four salt 
blocks, three vacuum, pans and 28 grainers, 7 wells 
ranging in depth from 2,240 feet to 2,284 feet, all in good 
condition; air employing 176 men in the salt blocks, 63 
coopers, and have a capacity of 1,650,000 barrels per 
annum.  Estimated capital $300,000.  These blocks are 
using exhaust steam; and refuse from, the saw mills and 
some coal.  Future prospects good. 

The Anchor Salt Company use coal only.  They have 
built a new addition, which contains three new vacuum 
pans.  The process which is known as the "triple effect."  
This improvement will largely increase their output and 
enable them to make a better grade of salt over the old 
single vacuum pan system. 



The Butters Salt and Lumber Company pliant was 
destroyed the past season.  Their last shipment was in 
July, 1909. 

District No. 6, Wayne County, William O'Keefe, Deputy 
Inspector, has 7 salt companies in active operation, with 
33 grainers, 8 vacuum pans, 10 open pans and 22 wells, 
ranging in depth from 1,100 feet to 1,600 feet.  Total 
capacity 2,000,000 barrels per annum, and employ 415 
men.  These blocks are using live steam. 

The Detroit Salt Company, of Detroit, Mich., have 
succeeded in reaching rock salt.  The quality and 
quantity are all right.  The capacity of the plant is 
estimated to be 100 tons per hour.  The prospects are 
bright for a good business the coming year, and too 
much cannot be said in praise of those who have been 
striving so long to open up a new industry for the State. 
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Tables following show manufacturers of salt in each district, and the 
amount of each kind of salt made by each manufacturer. 

DISTRICT NO. 1, SAGINAW COUNTY. 

 

DISTRICT NO. 2, BAY COUNTY. 

 

DISTRICT NO. 3, ST. CLAIR COUNTY. 

 

DISTRICT NO. 4, MANISTEE COUNTY. 

 

DISTRICT NO. 5, MASON COUNTY. 

 

DISTRICT NO. 6, WAYNE COUNTY. 

 

RECAPITULATION FOR 1909. 

 

COMPARATIVE INSPECTION BY 
DISTRICTS FOR 1908 AND 1909. 

 

COMPARATIVE TABLES. 

Salt manufactured in the State of Michigan prior to the 
enactment of the state inspection law in 1869: 

 



Salt inspected in the State of Michigan since the 
enactment of the state inspection law in 1869: 

 

 

 

RESUME. 
The year 1909 shows an increase in the manufacture of 
salt over last year.  At the beginning of the season the 
prospects looked bright for this year's showing the 
largest output in the history of the Michigan industry.  
The burning of the Kern plant and of the plant of the 
Butters Salt and Lumber Company, the closing of the 
works of Thomson Bros., the Peninsular Salt Company, 
and of the North American Chemical Company for six 
months, are some of the reasons for the failure to show 
greater increase.  Also, it is proper to call attention to the 
unfair railroad transportation conditions.  During the past 
year the Michigan railroads have raised the rates for the 
distribution of Michigan salt to all points, and in many 
instances the rates have become prohibitive, where 
before there was a ready market.  The rate from Detroit 
to East St. Louis has been advanced from 5 2-3c to 
11½c; to Buffalo, from 5c to 8c; to Louisville, from 8 1-3c 
to 10c; to Rock Island, from 10c to 13½c; to Missouri 
River, from 14 1-3c to 18c.  At the same time there has 
been no advance in the rates for the distribution of salt 
from New York, Kansas or Louisiana producing points. 
Undoubtedly these revised rates are cause for the falling 
off in the Michigan salt shipments for the current year.  
This question has been taken up with the Interstate 
Commerce Commission and it stands the manufacturers 
of salt in this state to join hands and form a committee to 
go before the Interstate Commerce Commission and 
have these unreasonable conditions corrected.  The R. 
G. Peters Salt and Lumber Company have put in a new 
"triple effect" pan.  The Delray Salt Company have 
added a new grainer, which they considered the most 
complete and modern grainer for evaporating salt.  They 
are building a triple effect vacuum pan system, with a 
capacity of twelve to fifteen hundred barrels per day.  
The North American Chemical Company have 
galvanized their pipes and made other improvements.  
With the many improvements now being made and with 
the new output, I am confident that the year 1910 will 
make a fine showing. 

   TEMPLE EMERY, 
    State Salt Inspector. 
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