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OF THE 

Inspector of Salt of the State of Michigan
 

OFFICE OF THE INSPECTOR OF SALT, 

 No. 205 Forester Temple, 

Saginaw, Michigan, December 15th, 1911. 

To His Excellency, Chase S. Osborne, Governor of the 
State of Michigan: 

Sir:—I have the honor to submit this, the forty-third 
annual report of the operations of the Salt Inspection 
law, for the year ending November 30, 1911. 
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The law requires that the report shall contain: 

First, the number of districts into which the salt 
producing territory of the state is divided, with the name 
and locality of each, and the number and capacity of the 
works in each district; 

Second, the quantity and quality of salt Inspected in 
each district the past year; 

Third, the amount of money received, and the expenses 
incurred. 

SALT PRODUCING DISTRICTS 
The salt producing territory of the state is divided into six 
districts. 

District No. 1, Saginaw County, has seven steam salt 
plants, with a capacity of 500,000 barrels per annum, 23 
wells and 37 grainers, and employs 50 men in the 
manufacture of salt.  (Exhaust steam is used in the 
manufacture.) 

District No. 2, Bay and Isabella Counties, has three 
steam salt plants, with a capacity of 100,000 barrels per 
annum, 9 wells and 8 grainers, and employs 25 men in 
the manufacture of salt. 

District No. 3, St. Clair County, has six steam salt plants, 
with a capacity of 1,500,000 barrels per annum, 29 
wells, 41 grainers and 9 vacuum pans, and employs 840 
men in the manufacture of salt.  These plants use live 

steam and improved machinery.  Future of manufacture 
is good. 

District No. 4, Manistee County, has six steam plants, 
with a capacity of 3,000,000 barrels per annum, 20 
wells, 75 grainers and 6 vacuum pans, and employs 500 
men in the manufacture of salt.  (Exhaust steam is used 
in the manufacture.) 

District No. 5, Mason County, has three salt plants, with 
a capacity of 1,500,000 barrels per annum, 12 wells, 8 
vacuum pans and 28 grainers, and employs 155 men in 
the manufacture of salt.  (Exhaust and live steam is used 
in the manufacture.) 

District No. 6, Wayne County, has six salt plants, with a 
capacity of 2,000,000 barrels per annum, 20 wells, 13 
vacuum pans, 8 open pans and 28 grainers, and 
employs 460 men.  These plants use live steam.  The 
Detroit Salt Co. mined, during the year, 535,738 barrels 
of salt.  This is a new industry and has not been reported 
before.  The salt mined is of first class quality and I 
expect they will double their output next year. 

Tables following show manufacturers of salt in each 
district and the amount of each kind of salt made by 
each manufacturer. 

DISTRICT No. 1, SAGINAW COUNTY. 

 

DISTRICT No. 2, BAY AND ISABELLA COUNTIES. 

 

DISTRICT No. 3, ST. CLAIR COUNTY. 

 

DISTRICT No. 4, MANISTEE COUNTY. 

 



DISTRICT No. 5, MASON COUNTY. 

 

DISTRICT No. 6, WAYNE COUNTY. 

 

RECAPITULATION. 

 

COMPARATIVE INSPECTION BY 
DISTRICTS FOR 1911 AND 1910 
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COMPARATIVE TABLES 

Salt manufactured in the State of Michigan prior to the 
enactment of the state inspection law in 1869: 

 
Salt inspection in the State of Michigan since the 
enactment of the state inspection law in 1869: 

 
The total salt which Michigan has produced to date 
149,665,001. 

RECEIPTS 

 



Statement of Receipts and Expenditures of my 
predecessor, Temple Emery, for months of December 
and January: 

 

EXPENDITURES 

 

RESUME 

The year of 1911 shows a decrease in the amount of salt 
manufactured, but also shows an increase in the amount 
produced on account of the salt mined in Wayne County.  
The salt mined in Wayne County is the only salt mined in 
Michigan and is the best vein of salt in the country. 

I cannot make a correct report of the salt this year on 
account of being enjoined by the Michigan Salt 
Company from inspecting their salt.  The case is now 
pending in the Supreme Court and I think will soon be 
disposed of. 

Upon entering the office of Salt Inspector, I find there 
has been no fees collected on mined or table salt for 
several years.  I have taken this matter up with the 
Attorney-General and he advised me to let it rest until he 
receives a decision from the Supreme Court. 

One of the salt companies in Bay County has stopped 
making salt on account of poor brine which, it is claimed, 
is caused from abandoned salt wells not being properly 
plugged.  I have also taken this matter up and have 
prevented the dismantling of twenty-seven (27) wells 
until the same can be properly plugged. 

  Respectfully submitted, 

    JOHN BAIRD, 

     Salt Inspector. 
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