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Keeping Nature Nearby:  Our mission is to help people 
protect, enjoy, and care for natural land in West Michigan.
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Our roots 
run deep.

• Nearly 40 years 
serving West 
Michigan

• Accredited by the 
Land Trust Alliance

• A professional staff 
and board of 
directors

• Serving 8 counties
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Working in West 
Michigan, we have 
permanently 
protected:

• 124 properties

• 9,450 acres

• 60 miles of 
shoreline
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naturenearby.org

Land Conservancy 
Protection Tools

Working with families, 
individuals, and communities 
land is preserved for the 
benefit of future generations.
Three primary land 
protection tools:

• Nature preserves 
• Parks & community 

partnerships 
• Conservation easements 

on private land 
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Conservation Easements • Legal agreement 
between willing 
landowner and the 
Land Conservancy.

• Permanently limits a 
property’s uses and 
development.

• No public access is 
granted (usually).

• Landowner may 
receive tax benefits 
for donating these 
conservation 
restrictions.  

• 95 conservation 
easements totaling 
6,781 acres. 
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Extreme weather events – greater “flashiness” of streams

Natural lands allow 
floodwaters to spread 
out, slow down, & 
drop sediment.



naturenearby.org



naturenearby.org

Scripps 
Conservation Easement

City of
Newaygo

Scripps
Property

G
k = Public

access
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Pere Marquette 
River

• Along the Pere 
Marquette River, 
we have protected: 
• 24 properties
• 2,200 acres
• 18 miles of stream 

frontage
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Land Conservancy protected properties in the 
Pere Marquette River watershed.
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Creating conservation corridors: By protecting private 
properties that are adjacent to publicly owned land, we are 
able to create corridors that multiply conservation value.
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Conservancy target:  protecting the natural river corridor’s capacity to 
mitigate floodwaters.  Riparian corridors especially important
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Maplebrook Farm Conservation 
Easement

 28 Acres south of Holland

 Buffers existing conservancy 
preserves and conservation 
easement, and Hope College 
Bio Station

 Wetland and upland areas 
surrounding Kelly Lake and 
existing farm
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Assisting Local Governments

The Land Conservancy can help 
government agencies acquire 
and create parks and natural 
areas by:  

 negotiating with landowners

 identifying important natural 
features or properties

 securing properties with 
options until they can be 
transferred

 writing grants with/for the 
community

 raising private funds to 
match public funds.

Meinert Park Addition
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The Saugatuck Harbor 
Natural Area is located 
at the center of more 
than 1,700 acres of 
preserved Lake 
Michigan dune 

habitats.



naturenearby.org
Photo: Ted Swoboda

Saugatuck Harbor Natural Area

• Over 173 acres

• 3,650 feet of Lake 
Michigan Shoreline

• 1,600 feet of Kalamazoo 
River frontage

• 4,452 feet of frontage 
on the Oxbow Lagoon
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The property is now public land, managed as the Saugatuck Harbor 
Natural Area addition to Oval Beach City Park.
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Upper Macatawa Natural Area 
Grant-funded purchased conservation easement 
supported county acquisition for parkland & water 
quality protection.
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2015‐16: Barrier Dunes Sanctuary Addition
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Green Infrastructure:  The Matrix
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Conservation Beyond Boundaries
keeping nature nearby
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Stewardship: Caring for our protected lands
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Learn more:
• Website: naturenearby.org
• Facebook: facebook.com/landconservancy
• Sign up for our e‐newsletter: naturenearby.org/e‐newsletter


