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The Lansing Board of Water & Light is proud to provide clean and reliable drinking water to the 
Lansing community in an environmentally responsible manner.  The Clean Corporate Citizen 
designation by the MDEQ is a reflection of BWL’s culture of commitment to environmental 
stewardship and sustainability.   

The Lansing Board of Water & Light (BWL) was established in 1885 by vote of the people of Lansing to fund a publicly owned utility to meet their need for 
adequate fire protection, proper sanitation and improved street lighting.  Built by the BWL in the late 1930s through assistance of federal Works Projects 
Administration (WPA), the John F. Dye Water Conditioning Plant has provided a safe and reliable source of potable water for the citizens and businesses of 
the Lansing area for over 75 years.  The plant is also one of the architectural gems of mid-Michigan. 

The plant’s source of water is the Saginaw aquifer located deep below the Lansing area, and the BWL is a leader in community wellhead protection efforts 
because groundwater protection is critical to the Dye plant’s mission of delivering safe drinking water.    

Dye’s pollution prevention activities include diverting 35,000 tons of water condition sludge from landfilling to use as a soil amendment. Equipment and 
processes have been upgraded, enhancing reliability, improving efficiency, and reducing chemical costs by more than 40%.  Plant lighting has also been 
improved utilizing more efficient lamps and LEDs.  The Dye facility also participates in the BWL’s overall pollution prevention goals, which include reducing 
office paper usage by 43 percent since 2005, diverting 83.47 tons of solid waste from landfills, and reducing gasoline and diesel usage.   




