
Legislative Committee 
 

The Legislative Committee continued its work since the last Committee of the Whole meeting and has 
generated a draft revision to Act 381 (and is working on draft revisions to Parts 195 and  196) which is 
being reviewed by staff and attorneys at MEDC and MDEQ. (Do we want to present it?).  This was 
deemed far easier than trying to provide the Legislative Service Bureau a list of changes and 
moves.  Additional moves of full sections may be suggested so that the Act flows better. We know that 
additional comments and suggestions will be coming from various other subcommittees and the current 
draft includes some suggestions from prior meetings.  We do have the following questions on which we 
would like further guidance: 
 
1.Do we need to continue the use of an “economic opportunity zone” as a special subclass of eligible 
property – 40+ acres, formerly containing a500,000 sq feet of manufacturing, in a municipality of less 
than 30,000 and is contiguous to a qualified local governmental unit?  We asked MDEQ and MEDC to 
see if this has ever been utilized. 
 
2.    Do we need to continue the use of an “qualified facility” as a special subclass of eligible property – 
landfill of 140 contiguous acres in a city with a landfill, MRF and asphalt plant no longer in 
operation?  We asked MDEQ and MEDC to see if this has ever been utilized. 
 
3. Should energy/water efficiency measures be eligible activities? MEDC expressed reservations 
 
4. Defining “eligible property” includes adjacent and contiguous properties – adjacent is clear – a 
common border; should a contiguous property be defined as sharing a common legal description, 
common ownership and common uninterrupted boundary? 
 
5. FYI – we added a provision used in other legislation that allows the BRA to reset the taxable value 
downward once due to a 3 year downturn in economic conditions. 
 
6. We are still refining the language relating to capture of taxes following the payoff of a project but the 
MEDC has agreed to permit previously off-limit school taxes to be captured to fund Local Brownfield 
Revolving Funds (no more LSRRF – new name) subject to annual (calendar or fiscal or up to the LBRF?) 
reporting of money on hand, money taken in and money paid out in the prior year. 
 
7. Language related to adoption of and termination of brownfield plans has been consolidated in Section 
14 
 
8. former Section 13 has been reorganized and split for ease of organization and readership 
 


