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What is the Michigan State University 
EDA University Center for REI? 

 Highly networked knowledge-sharing   
hub…leveraging Michigan’s higher education 
assets. 

 
  Disseminating innovative economic 

development strategies to yield high growth 
entrepreneurship, job creation, and economic 
innovation throughout Michigan. 



Annual Cycle of REI Activities 
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      30  + Innovative Tools, Models, Policies and Practices 

Co-Learning (Collaborative Learning) 
Commissioning scholars and 
practitioners to conduct original, 
applied research related to 
innovative economic development 
strategies, tools, policies, and 
programs. You learn, I learn, and 
They learn. 



An Assessment of the Effects of Mountain Biking in Marquette and on 
Michigan’s Ecotourism Economy  

by Scott Jordan, Ph.D., at Northern Michigan University 
 

This Co-Learning Plan examines the economic effects and sustainability the sport of 
mountain biking has had on the Marquette area of Michigan's Upper Peninsula and on 

ecotourism in the state of Michigan.  

http://reicenter.org/projects/current-projects


P3 – Pathways from Prison to Prosperity: A Framework for Training Ex-
Offenders to be Entrepreneurs in Legacy Cities 

By George Berghorn, Ph.D., at Berghorn Group/Green Prisons 
 

This Co-Learning Plan focuses on developing a framework for a comprehensive 
entrepreneurial training and support program that will provide relevant and applicable 
skills to ex-offenders, thereby enabling them to become a positive economic force for 

their local communities. 

http://reicenter.org/projects/current-projects


Publicly –Operated Telework Facilities: An Economic Development 
Opportunity for Michigan’s Rural and Tourism-Oriented Communities 

by Eric Frederick, AICP, LEED AP, Connect Michigan 
 

This co-learning plan and accompanying analysis addresses whether a model or set of best practices exists for 
public entities to develop, support, own, and/ or operate a telework shared workspace, and the impact these 
facilities could have on the local economy. Telecommuting enables an employee to work from a location that 

is remote from the traditional bricks and mortar environment by utilizing high-speed Internet connectivity and 
related technology.  

http://reicenter.org/projects/current-projects


Policies and Practices to Support Triple Bottom Line Development,  
By Terry Link, Staring Now LLC, and Bill Stough, Sustainable Research Group 

 
New profit and nonprofit enterprise models are capturing the imagination of young entrepreneurs to create a 
way to make a good living while addressing urgent social needs like quality food, community health, and 
personal development. Community and economic development organizations require new strategies to foster 
and grow these enterprises. This approach requires a broader approach that does not depend on attracting the 
largest international conglomerate possible, but on economic farming for those enterprises whose business 
model depends on the human, social and economic capital of the local community to define success.   

http://reicenter.org/projects/current-projects
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Supporting 50+ projects at 12 different  
Universities and Colleges 

 
1. Michigan State University 
2. University of Michigan 
3. University of Michigan- Flint 
4. Wayne State University 
5. Grand Valley State University 
6. Western Michigan University 
7. Northern Michigan University 
8. Michigan Tech 
9. Lake Superior State University 
10. Saginaw Valley State University 
11. Madonna University 
12. Lawrence Tech 

 
 
 



  

  
52 Technical Reports and Feasibility Studies  



IMPACT 
• 95% of students surveyed said “their project helped them 

prepare for employment”.  
 
• 64% of students surveyed said “their project increased their 

desire to stay in Michigan after graduation”.  
 
• 46% of students surveyed said “the community used the 

information from the report”.  
 
• 23% of students surveyed said “they helped implement their 

project”. 
 
• 15% of students surveyed said “their project helped them get a 

job or internship”.  



Example Project: 

Afterhouse, Detroit 
University of Michigan-A2 
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Over 1,000 members of the REI Network 
Transferring Knowledge 



• LinkedIn group members: 400+ 
• Listserv members: 780+ 
• Twitter followers: 1335+ 
• Website: 

– Visits: 20,018 
– Unique Visitors: 10,598 
 

The Network 



Videos 
& 

Webinars 



NEW  
Flint Aquaponic Afterhouse  











Special Thanks to… 

Consultative Panel-Represented Organizations:  
Michigan’s University Research Corridor 
Michigan Technological University 
West Michigan Regional Planning Commission (WMRPC) 
Washtenaw Community College 
Wayne State University 
Madonna University 
Connect Michigan 
MSU Innovation Center 
Michigan State Housing Development Authority (MSHDA) 
Southeast Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG) 
Northern Michigan University 
Tri-County Regional Planning Commission (TCRPC) 
City of Grand Rapids 
Prima Civitas Foundation 
RedInk Flint 
Berghorn Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Michigan State University Partners  
Office for the Vice President for Research and Graduate Studies 
Office of the Provost 
Office of University Outreach and Engagement 
MSU Extension 
Institute for Public Policy and Social Research 
College of Social Science 
MSU Business – Connect 

Other Partners 
East Michigan Council of Governments (EMCOG) 
Michigan Municipal League (MML) 
Michigan Suburbs Alliance 
Public Policy Associates Inc. 
Southwest Michigan Planning Commission (SWMPC) 
Veteran Enterprise & Job Forum 
West Michigan Regional Planning Commission (WMRPC) 
Corporation for a Skilled Workforce 
Crystal Mountain 
Detroit Training Center 
The Engineering Society of Detroit 
Henry Ford Health System 
Lawrence Technological University 
Michigan Economic Developers Association (MEDA) 
Northeast Michigan Council of Governments (NEMCOG) 
St. Clair County EDA 
Starting Now 
Sustainable Research Group 
MSU Broad College of Business Institute for Entrepreneurship 
U.S. Economic Development Administration (EDA) 
Mt. Elliot Makerspace 
Northern Initiatiaves 
Saginaw Valley State University 
Studio [Ci] 
Michigan Inventors Coalition (MIC) 
 



Nailah Ellis-Brown 



REI Project Outcomes 

Private Investment  

  
$75,000 (2012) Misc. 

 
$442,300 (2013)  

Makerspace, Idlewild, Michigan Bike Trails, 
Afterhouse, Garage Basement Inventors and 

Going Green for Growth 
 

$127,000 (2014)  
Expanding Economic Literacy Videos 

 

$137,500 (2015)  
Afterhouse 

  

Public Investment  

$ 201,000 (2012)  
Exporting Assistance and other Misc. 

 
$140,000 (2014) 

 
$5,338,100 (2015) FPIC 

Total (2011-2015) $ 6,460,900.00 



 
 2015 University Economic Development Association Annual 

Conference in Anchorage Alaska 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Award of Excellence FINALIST 



Thank you 
To learn more about our partner projects please 

visit   
 

reicenter.org  
 

For more information contact Jen at 
bruenjen@msu.edu  

 517-353-9555 
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