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How Birds See the World!!! 

Looking at  
everyday 
activities  
from a different 
perspective!  
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Definitions 
 

Environmental Stewardship  
responsible use and protection of the natural environment through 

conservation and sustainable practices. 
 

Pollution Prevention 
eliminating or minimizing the initial generation of waste at the source or 

utilizing environmentally sound on-site and off-site reuse or recycling.  
Waste treatment, release, or disposal is not considered pollution 

prevention. 
 
 
 



Proactive, Voluntary Environmental 
Efforts 

 Conserve natural resources 

 Minimize environmental impacts 

 Promote continual improvement 

 Improve community life 

 Save money 
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 C3 = Achievement Benefits 
Positive Recognition for Your 
Environmental Performance 

Share your success story! 
 

With Your Local Community 
With Management, Staff, and Co-Workers 
Elected Officials Love Good News 
Corporate Public Relations 
Publications 

 
 



C3 Program Overview 
• Voluntary and Site Specific 
• Established under Part 14, Clean Corporate Citizens, of 

the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 
1994 PA 451, as amended (NREPA). 

• Represents cross-section of industries, locations and 
sizes, automotive related suppliers, furniture, utilities, 
trade associations, health, public entities, many others 

• 211 total designated facilities 
• Thirty-nine (39) Michigan counties and one hundred and 

four (104) cities represented 
 
 



C3 Program Overview 
C3 Criteria 

• Environmental Management System (EMS) 
• Pollution Prevention (P2) 
• Environmental Compliance 

• C3 Application Process & Designation 
• C3 Benefits 



Annual Reports/Renewals 
 

• Report on Environmental targets and goals 
• Submit a compliance statement the facility is in compliance 
with all applicable state and federal environmental 
requirements 

• Member facilities are required to renew every five years. 
• Summary of EMS changes and review process 
 



Why C3 
 

• Merit for environmental stewardship and a strong 
environmental ethic 

• Recognition of Environmental Management System. 
• Address environmental concerns through resources, 
responsibilities, and evaluation. 

• Voluntary program; use efforts of environmental programs 
for a good cause. 

• C3 planning committee involvement 
 (the future of C3) 
 



Why C3 
 

• A way to maintain, improve, and measure facility 
environmental programs. 

• Diversify our relationship with the MDEQ 
• Community outreach and recognition 
• This is our company “above and beyond what is required” 
• Expedited permitting and consideration from MDEQ 
• Regulatory flexibility 
• Transparency of facility and company 
 

 
 



Why C3 
Heart of C3: Improve the Environment in Michigan through 

• Community involvement 
• Recycling programs 
• Waste reduction 
• Energy conservation 
• Efficient use of raw materials 
• Conserve natural resources 
• Increased industry knowledge of environmental programs 
throughout Michigan. 



Designation Event 







Michigan Green Communities 
Challenge  



The Challenge: History 
 Started in 2009 as a partnership of the Michigan Municipal 

League, Michigan Association of Counties, and Michigan 
Townships Association 

 Over 90 communities completed the GCC 
 In 2011, MGC worked with U of M students and MGC 

Advisory Committee to update the Challenge and reflect a 
broader scope 
 



The Network 
 Peer-to-peer network to share close-to-home best practices 
 Monthly webinars  
 3rd Wednesday of each month, 10am 

 Monthly newsletter 
 Annual conference 
 Regional Events  
 Regional workshops 
 Leadership Academy  

 Register - http://mml.org/green/registration.php  
 

 
 

http://mml.org/green/registration.php


The Challenge: What’s new? 
 Online reporting (http://mml.org/green/login.php) 
 Resource materials 
 Recognition (and prizes?!) 
 Deadline to submit is October 24th 

 Broader scope 
 Administration and Planning 
 Built Environment 
 Economic Development 
 Natural Resources 

 

http://mml.org/green/login.php


Total Participating Communities 

81% 

5% 

6% 

8% 

City/Charter Township
County
Township
Village



Administration + Planning 

94% Participation 
Top Participation: Open Space and Recreation Plan (29), Government Sustainability Team (22), Community Sustainability Team  (18) 
Community Master Planning- Environmental/Social Equity (16),  
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Government Sustainability Team.

 Community Sustainability Team

 School District Coordination

Community Master Planning- Sustainability Targets and Indicators

Community Master Planning- Environmental/Social Equity

 Community Sustainability Plan- Asset Mapping

Community Sustainability Plan- Vision Statement

Community Sustainability Plan- Indicators and Targets

Community Sustainability Planning- Action Plan

Community Climate Change Plan- Govt. Footprint

Community Climate Change Plan- Community Footprint

Community Climate Change Plan- Action Plan Mitigation

Community Climate Change Plan- Action Plan Adaptation

Open Space and Recreation Plan

Farmland/Food System Plan

 Sustainable Community Ordinances

Administration and Planning Collaborative Regional Initiative

Administration and Planning Additional Initiative

City/Charter Township

County

Township

Village
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Policies Encouraging Behavior

Energy Conservation Outreach

Home Energy Efficiency Programs

Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE)

Local Government Building Efficiency- Energy Audits

Local Government Building Efficiency Green Policy

Local Government Building Efficiency- Green Certification

Local Government Building Efficiency- Upgrades/Retrofits

Community Building Efficiency-  Checklists

 Community Building Efficiency- Certification

 Community Building Efficiency- Historic Buildings

Community Building Efficiency- Education Program

Outdoor Lighting Fixtures- Policy

Outdoor Lighting Fixtures- Public Replacement

Outdoor Lighting Fixtures-Private Replacement

Track Government Energy/Water Use

Track Community Electricity Use

Complete Streets Program- Resolution

Complete Streets Program- Non-Motorized Transportation Plan

Complete Streets Program- Implementation Plan

Government Alternative Transportation

Electrical Vehicle Infrastructure

Built Environment Collaborative Regional Initiative

Built Environment Additional Initiative

City/Charter Township

County

Township

Village

Built Environment 

92% Participation 
Top Participation:  Complete Streets Program- Non-Motorized Transportation Plan (25), Policies Encouraging Behavior (24), 
Home Energy Efficiency Programs  (24), Complete Streets Program- Resolution (23)  



Economic Development 

83% Participation 
Top Participation: Local Food and Agriculture- Farmer's Markets, CSAs, Cooperatives (25), Economic Gardening  (21), Local 
Food and Agriculture- Community Gardens (19), Developing Clean Economy Industries (17) 
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Local Food and Agriculture- Farmer's Markets, CSAs,…

Local Food and Agriculture- Community Gardens

Economic Gardening

Buy Local Program

Business Recogition Program

Greening Existing Business

Developing Clean Economy Industries

Green Jobs Advisory Council

Local Green Job Corps

Economic Development Collaborative Regional Initiative

Economic Development Additional Initiative

City/Charter Township

County

Township

Village



Natural Resources 

83% Participation 
Top Participation: Tree Planting Program (24), Tree Hazard, Health and Maintenance (24), Stormwater Management Plan 
(24), Recycling and Waste Reduction Programs (24), Hazardous Waste Disposal Services (23), Low Impact Design Policies 
(19), Watershed Protection Plan (18) 
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 Community Forestry Plan

Tree Hazard, Health and Maintenance

Government Vehicle Fuel Efficiency

Renewable Energy Projects- Solar PV

Renewable Energy Projects- Wind

Renewable Energy Projects- District Heat/Cool

Renewable Energy Projects- Storage System

Water Conservation Plan

Stormwater Management Plan

Water Conservation Education

Recycling and Waste Reduction Programs

Government Building Waste Audit

Hazardous Waste Disposal Services

Natural Resources Additional Initiative

City/Charter Township

County

Township

Village



Michigan Turfgrass Environmental  
Stewardship Program 

Founding Partners  
 

Michigan State University 
 

Michigan Turfgrass Foundation 
 

Golf Association of Michigan 
 

Michigan Golf Course Owners Association 
 

MI Dept.  of Agriculture & Environmental Quality 
 

MI Golf Course Superintendents Associations 



Michigan Turfgrass  
Environmental  
Stewardship Program  

•Advance environmental stewardship of the golf industry 
 
•Advance regulatory compliance 
 

•Foster productive communication between industry, state 
agencies, MSU and environmental advocacy groups 
 

•Enhance wildlife habitat, indigenous vegetation and 
protect water resources 
 

•Recognize, promote and award stewardship achievement 



Expansion 

Statewide 
Coordinator 

Golf Courses Professional Lawn  
Care Providers 

Sports &  school  
grounds 

Parks & Municipal  

Homeowner Research 

Grants & Funding 



MI Clean Marina Program (CMP) 

• Voluntary Partnering/Stewardship 
• Formation of MI Clean Marina Foundation 
• Enhancing and protecting the quality of 

our recreational waters  
• Beneficial to Marinas/Boaters:  

• Offering assistance for compliance 
• Economic waste reduction strategies 
• Public recognition 
• Consistency – boater expectations 



Program purpose 

• To Educate: 
• Over 1 million registered boaters 

• To Enhance: 
• 3,121 miles of Great Lakes shoreline 
• 11,037 inland lakes 
• Countless rivers & streams 



 



Questions? 
 

Jeff Spencer 
517-284-6879 

spencerj3@michigan.gov 
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