
 
 

 February 13, 2007 
 
 
 
Dear Interested Party: 
 
In 2005, many residents expressed concerns about air pollution in the Hamtramck area due to 
various sources, including Michigan Waste Services (MWS).  Coupled with that, there is a 
perception by the public that there may be high rates of cancer, asthma, and possibly other 
illnesses in the community.  At that time, the Michigan Department of Community Health 
(MDCH) had agreed to evaluate the available health statistics in the area.  That includes 
asthma, birth defects, and cancer.  The MDCH estimated that the assessment would be 
completed in approximately two months.  The assessment took longer than estimated.  The 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) made a commitment to make the 
results available.  Please note that the report is also available on the AQD Internet Home Page 
at http://www.michigan.gov/deq under the Air Toxics section. 
 
Attached is the requested MDCH report on health statistics for Hamtramck, Michigan.  This type 
of health statistics evaluation cannot be used to determine associations between disease 
occurrences and risk factors such as diet, smoking, or environmental exposures.  It can provide 
comparisons to other population areas (the City of Detroit, Wayne County, and statewide, in this 
case).  It can also be useful to epidemiologists, who could do further evaluations about the 
potential causes of differences in incidence rates.  MDCH routinely provides this type of 
information to citizens who believe, by their observations, that they may have an unusually 
elevated incidence of cancer or other diseases. 
 
The health statistics described in the attached report indicate that over the period 1985-2002 the 
Hamtramck area had elevated rates of cancer of the lung and liver, and for all cancers 
combined, compared to the State of Michigan.  However, compared to the rates in Wayne 
County, only cancer of the liver was elevated.  The 2000-2002 asthma hospitalization rates for 
the Hamtramck area was significantly greater than for the State, but was significantly lower than 
the City of Detroit.  Over the period 1985-2005, the number of low birth weight live births per 
total live births was elevated in the Hamtramck area, in comparison to the State of Michigan as 
a whole. 
 
The report mentions a number of known risk factors for these health effects (for example, 
smoking, diet, and alcohol consumption).  These risk factors were not accounted for in this type 
of study, so it cannot be determined if they could explain the differences found.  The report was 
developed by Dr. Robert Wahl, MDCH, and any questions about his analysis should be directed 
to him at 517-335-9151; or e-mail at: wahlr@michigan.gov.  Further general information about 
this type of health statistics evaluation is available under "Cancer" at the MDCH website:  
http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,1607,7-132-2945_5105-13050--,00.html 
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If you have any questions, please contact me at 517-373-7080. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 Mary A. Charley, Senior Engineering Specialist 
 Thermal Process Unit 
 Air Quality Division 
 
Enclosures 
cc/enc:   Mr. Norm Aardema, MWS 
  Dr. Robert L. Wahl, MDCH 
 Ms. Lynn Fiedler, MDEQ  
 Ms. Teresa Seidel, MDEQ 
 Mr. Robert Sills, MDEQ  


























