
A New Environmental Management Structure   
  
For forty years, environmental management has traveled a media-specific regulatory 
path.  Significant strides in improving air and water quality, reducing the generation of 
hazardous waste, developing better methods to manage solid waste, protecting 
sensitive resources, and addressing the legacy of environmental contamination have 
been made through federal and state regulatory programs.  But progress in the last 
decade has slowed as the length of incremental advances has shortened, issues 
increasingly cross boundaries between regulatory programs, and the Department is 
asked to solve “wicked problems”.   

 
Successfully managing cross-media issues and more importantly wicked problems will 
require effective new ways to encourage wise environmental choices by organizations 
and individuals that transcend the constraints of regulations and breaks toward a holistic 
decision making perspective.      
  
The Environmental Advisory Council of the Michigan Department of Environmental 
Quality is undertaking a nine to twelve month project to explore and develop a new 
approach to environmental management that will address these challenges.    
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