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BBRROOWWNNFFIIEELLDD  RREEDDEEVVEELLOOPPMMEENNTT  GGRRAANNTTSS  AANNDD  LLOOAANNSS  
The Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) offers grants and loans for environmental 
assessments and cleanups at properties with known or suspected contamination.  Funds are targeted 
to projects that promote economic development and the reuse of brownfield properties.  The MDEQ 
can assist you with your efforts to:  

o Revitalize abandoned industrial properties.  
o Attract developers to brownfields.  
o Leverage capital for Brownfield Redevelopment Authority (BRA) projects with loans. 
o Avoid urban sprawl by reusing properties with existing infrastructure. 
 
WHO CAN APPLY?  Applicants may be Michigan local units of government, BRAs, or other public 
bodies created pursuant to state law, including state-funded schools and universities.   
 
TYPES OF PROPERTIES:  Eligible properties are sites or facilities with known contamination or 
properties with redevelopment potential and suspected contamination.   
 
ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES IN PROJECT PROPOSALS 
o Environmental evaluations/assessments. 
o Interim response activities.  
o Baseline Environmental Assessment (BEA) preparation. 
o Due care plan preparation. 
o Due care response activities. 
o Due care disclosure requirements. 
o Remedial actions necessary under Part 201, Environmental Remediation, of the Natural 

Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, as amended (NREPA) and for 
redevelopment.  

o Demolition as a response activity to reach contaminants.  
 
PRIMARY ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 
o Funding is generally limited to available funding up to $1 million per applicant per year for each 

grant or loan.   
o All proposed response activities must be pursuant to Part 201 of the NREPA. 
o Property owners must provide access to the MDEQ and contractors.  
o Cleanup grants may be used at properties with known contamination and specific redevelopment 

proposals, where measurable economic benefits will exceed the grant amount. 
o Cleanup loans may be provided at properties with suspected contamination where there is 

economic development potential based on a planned reuse. 
o Grants may not relieve a liable party from environmental responsibility. 
 
LOAN TERMS 
o Interest rate is currently 2 percent. 
o 15-year payback period, beginning with a 5-year grace period with no interest accrued or 

payments. 
o Loans may be repaid using Tax Increment Financing (TIF) through a BRA. 
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    MICHIGAN DEQ 

    Brownfield Redevelopment 
Program 

     517-373-9540 
     Susan Erickson, Chief 

     Ericksons@michigan.gov
 

     Nancy Steffen, Administrative 
Assistant, 517-373-5940 

     Steffenn1@michigan.gov
 

     Grant and Loan Coordinators: 
 

     Upper Peninsula, N. Lower and 
Saginaw Bay 
     Jeff Hukill 

     517-335-2960 
     Hukillj@michigan.gov

 
     Mid-Michigan 

     Susan Sandell 
     231-775-3960, ext. 6312 
     Sandells@michigan.gov

 
     Southwest & Central Area 

     Carrie Geyer 
     517-335-6871 

     Geyerc1@michigan.gov
 

     Southeast Michigan 
     Bruce Moore 

     517-373-6413 
     Mooreb3@michigan.gov

 
Easy application process!  One application form is used for all MDEQ grants and loans for brownfield 
redevelopment.  Call the grant and loan coordinator in your area to receive an application form, for assistance, 
and to discuss your project!   
 
TYPES OF AVAILABLE GRANTS AND LOANS, CITATIONS, AND FUNDING SOURCES  

o Brownfield Redevelopment Grants – Part 196 of the NREPA and PA 252 of 2003; 1998 Clean 
Michigan Initiative (CMI) Bond. 

o Brownfield Redevelopment Loans – Part 196 of the NREPA, PA 252 and PA 253 of 2003; 1998 (CMI) 
Bond. 

o Site Reclamation Grants – Part 195 of the NREPA and Rules; 1988 Environmental Response Fund 
Bond. 

o Revitalization Revolving Loan Fund – Part 201 of the NREPA; funded by paid loan obligations. 
o Site Assessment Fund Grants - Part 195 of the NREPA and Rules; 1988 Environmental Response 

Fund Bond. 
 

Michigan’s Brownfield Program is a Success!  Since its inception in 1990, Michigan’s Brownfield 
Redevelopment Grant and Loan Program has successfully completed 283 projects, awarding over $135 million 
that leveraged $3.7 billion in private investment and created an estimated 24,000 jobs. 
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