Green Cleaning Resources
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Tips for
Green Cleaning

Green Cleaning works to ensure that the billions of dollars we spend as a nation on cleaning products for our homes and work, do not expose us to toxics, harm our health or the environment.  

Green-certified cleaning products create few odors (low VOCs), have moderate pH levels (neither an acid or base), contain no phosphates and are completely biodegradable.  Additionally, the same cleaner can be used in different concentrations for different jobs. The result is a reduction in the number of chemicals purchased and stored.  The smaller inventory can mean lower costs and fewer problems discarding aging inventory.
Green products work as well as traditional cleaners with fewer chemicals and fewer fumes. The biggest difference visitors notice is the lack of pine or flowery smells, which are signs of chemical perfumes or additives.
As part of the effort to "clean green," bulk cleaners have product metering devices that accurately measure the amount needed rather than use the “2 finger” or “3 glug” method.  This ensures consistent cleaning, protects workers by ensuring that only the recommended concentration of chemicals is used in the individual sprayers and mop buckets and reduces costs.  
Green purchases like green cleaners occur every day and are a simple but powerful way to benefit the environment and our health.  Green purchasing, (“Environmentally Preferred Purchasing (EPP)”), is the purchase of products or services that have a better human health or environmental impact when compared with competing products or services.  Qualities of ‘green’ cleaners include the following.  
• Positive environmental attributes 

Certified environmental   (See product ratings below)

Condensed
(reduces storage space and packaging)
Less toxic           

(no EDTA, NTA, phenol, biocides)

Healthy exposure

(low VOC, to reduce allergy and asthma reactions)

Biodegradable  
(this does not mean safe for floor drains)
Phosphate –free
(problem in dishwashing & commercial detergents)

Chlorine Bleach free
(creates toxic organics in sewers and septic systems)

Not “anti-bacterial”
(may impact bacterial resistance or septic systems)

Effective – It doesn’t do any good for a cleaner to be ‘green’ if it’s not effective at it’s job.

Resources for the

Individual

In the last year, like the green claims, green labeled products have become more common in the market and can be purchased off-the-shelf.   Some companies like Seventh Generation have provided environmental products for years.   Recently, major companies, including Clorox (GreenWorks) and SC Johnson (Nature’s Source) joined the market.  You’ll need to determine if these products are ‘green’ to meet your needs.  It does not appear that any of these have been independently certified as ‘green’.  Certified products* include:

	Product 
	Certified by 

	Ace Hardware peroxide cleaners
	Green Seal

	Office Depot 
	Green Seal

	OxyClean (spot remover)
	Green Seal

	Simple Green
	Green Seal

	Worx
	Green Seal


More information is available at:  www.greenseal.org or www.greenguard.org  Additional websites that provide information for the individual consumer include the following.
Consumer guidance on ‘green’ purchases        New American Dream  

www.responsiblepurchasing.org/purchasing_guides/all/index.php     

Green Guide   National Geographic

www.thegreenguide.com  
The Green Guide rates home and personal products and has everyday tips.

Household Products – are yours hazardous?
http://householdproducts.nlm.nih.gov  

The National Institute of Health database provides hazard information on common household products.  If allergic to any ingredient, select an ingredient and the site lists all products that contain it.
How to Go Green: Cleaning
http://planetgreen.discovery.com/go-green/green-cleaning 
Covers several overall green issues.      (slow to open)
Toxic Town 





http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/   

Toxic town is an interactive game-like screen that demonstrates where toxics can be found.  Once identified, avoid products with these toxics. 

Make-Your-Own-Cleaners
· EarthEasy

www.eartheasy.com/live_nontoxic_solutions.htm 
· Green Living Ideas     http://greenlivingideas.com/housecleaning/natural-cleaning-recipes
· Recipes For Natural Cleaning Products     
www.squidoo.com/naturalcleaningrecipes 


Resources for
Businesses and Governments

Small businesses may purchase products right off-the-shelf like the individual.  Others may evaluate product information themselves.  When evaluating, consider giving some preference to companies that have been in the market for years.  They were committed to the environmental and health issues before it became a profitable area and may know the issues better.  Suppliers may state their product is ‘green’, just not certified because certification process is expensive.  If so, request the company provide a written comparison of the product to desired standards.  Both Green Guard and Green Seal provide the specifications they use in their certifications of various products which could be used for comparison.  Below are resources of lists of products and criteria.

10 Ways to Find Safer Cleaners    
www.turi.org/laboratory/cleaning_chemistry_basics/ten_tips_to_find_safer_cleaners  

Overview:  Green Cleaning Products & Janitorial Services 
www.ofee.gov/gp/greenjanitorial.html
Tips for Greening Your Purchases   MDEQ
www.deq.state.mi.us/documents/deq-ess-p2-p2week-PurchasingResources.doc 
Toxicity Resources 
California Green Chemistry   The site has a toxicity database.
Household Products    This lists ingredient toxicity information useful for businesses.

*Products - Certifications, Lists, Criteria
In recent years, “green” product claims have exploded in numbers.  Some claims such as ‘natural’ have no standard or certification behind them.  Some claims, like ‘organic’ and ‘energy star’ must meet a standard but are not always verified except by the manufacturer.  Some claims are ‘certified’.  Certification programs operated by the manufacturer are good but are the lowest quality of certification programs.  Certification programs operated by independent third-party organizations (Green Seal, Green Guard, Green Spec) verify a product’s claim and ensure performance.   The Consumer Reports ‘Eco-labels’ website can help understand many of the green labels.  It and common resources are listed below.  (Certification programs are marked with **.)

Consumer Reports    “Eco-Labels”         
www.greenerchoices.org/eco-labels   

 “Greener Choices” lists products across several categories, including electronics, appliances, home & garden, autos and food with “green ratings” provided for many products.

EPA Cleaning Product Guidance
www.epa.gov/epp/pubs/products/cleaning.htm  

EPA Environmental Purchasing       
www.epa.gov/epp  
Several resources are provided including a product database.  The database can be searched for industrial cleaning products and then will provide specifications from several different sources.

Federal (GSA) Environmental Products & Services  

Green Product lists:  www.gsaadvantage.gov/advgsa/advantage/search/specialCategory.do?cat=ADV.ENV 
Guidance  www.gsa.gov/Portal/gsa/ep/contentView.do?contentType=GSA_OVERVIEW&contentId=9845   
Green Cleaning Pollution Prevention Calculator 

www.ofee.gov/janitor/index.asp 

The calculator quantifies the environmental benefits of purchasing and using "green" janitorial services and products.  It also enables users to identify which green cleaning measures will have the greatest impact in reducing their use of hazardous chemicals and in preventing pollution.  This should help in establishing janitorial contracts.

**Green Guard Standards   www.greenguard.org 
This standard specializes in indoor air, mold and school impacts.

**Green Seal   Standards for cleaning products  

Certifications include:  
www.greenseal.org/certification/environmental.cfm 

GS-08  General Household cleaners

GS-11   Bleach, powdered  
(i.e. Oxyclean)

GS-37  Industrial & Institutional Cleaners

GS-40  Institutional floor cleaners

GS-41  Handcleaners

GS-42  Commercial & Institutional Cleaning Services    (on-site cleaning programs)
GS-48  Laundry care cleaners
GS-49  Residential Cleaning Services 
(professionals)

Other Resources
 Guide to Industrial Cleaners

www.deq.state.mi.us/documents/deq-ead-p2-epp-greencleaners.pdf    

Janitorial Products Pollution Prevention      www.wrppn.org/Janitorial/jp4.cfm
This site has several fact sheets and tools for evaluating cleaning products.

Responsible Purchasing                      www.responsiblepurchasing.org  
Helps individuals and large purchasers adopt environmental purchasing.  


Case Studies

Michigan Department of Natural Resources

http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,1607,7-153-10365_37783---,00.html 

The MDNR has several ‘green’ programs including green cleaning.
National Parks

www.epa.gov/region08/conservation_recycling/yellowstone.html  

This is a report on changing the cleaning products at Yellowstone & Grand Teton.

http://greeninginterior.doi.gov/sustain/clean.html 
This lists several cleaning case studies and policy guidance for the National Parks.  
  

	Other Relevant Resource Lists

	Energy Resources List;  General P2 Resources List;  Green Building Resource List;  Recycling Resource List

	Sustainability Resource List

	04/09

	Want to add resources to a list?  Contact Maggie Fields, MDEQ, fieldsm@michigan.gov   
517-335-6250

	Listing of these websites does not imply any endorsement by MDEQ.
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