Reducing Paint Waste Fror consumers &

The Basics

Many Americans when finished with the last details on the wall have no other option but to put the left over paint in
storage. No one is to blame, since most do not know the proper way to properly take care of leftover paint. Like any-
thing, us as consumers have a problem with the word “reduce”. It isimportant with any product we buy, that we also
know how to reduce our waste. In 2007 The Environmental Protection Agency estimated that as much as 69 million
gallons of paint are left over annually in the United States. That's enough paint to cover 27.6 billion square feet each
and every year, or the five boroughs of New York City—some 303 square miles—more than three times. * The envi-
ronmental concern needs to be educated to individuals. Leftover pain offers significant potential for reuse and recy-
cling, so there is not since in not doing so.

The Cost

The cost for municipalities to manage leftover consumer paint averages $8 per gallon, making paint a half a billion
dollar per year management cost. The national generation of leftover paint is estimated to be between 17-35 million
gallons of paint per year.? The facts not only impact management, but they impact you. The amount of excess paint
used is a problem and costs people on all levels money. The Product Stewardship Institute has been working with
state and local governments, manufacturers, retailers, paint recyclers, paint contractors, and environmental/
consumer advocates to develop leftover paint management solutions that are both financially and environmentally
sustainable. The State of Minnesota is in the process of beginning a paint recycling demonstration project. Until
then below are steps that can be taken to minimize or recycle paint.

The Benefits®
1. Keeps paint out of landfills. 2. Protects groundwater, stream, and lakes. 3. Creates job sin the collection, transport,
and processing of leftover paint into new products. 4. Turns waste into a resource.

Reduce Leftover Paint

Purchase small ‘test’ quantities
Many stores now have ‘paint sample’ containers that allow you to take home a small amount to determine whether it
is the shade you want.

Purchase only what is needed

When you purchase the right amount of paint, it eliminates the need to store, recycle, or dispose of paint when the
project is finished. ? Calculators are available on the Internet and in many retail stores to help you determine how
much paint you need. The amount will vary depending up the quality/thickness/type of the paint but calculators pro-
vide good estimates.

www.benjaminmoore.ca/howto/paint calculator.aspx
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Reuse Leftover Paint

Keeping the paint is definitely a better alternative than tossing it in the trash; at least that way the paint stays out of
the waste stream, where it could contaminate soil and groundwater. *

Left-over paint can be stored and reused with some exceptions. Paint older than 1992 should not be used or do-
nated as it may contain lead or mercury. Paint in cans with rust or mold when opened should not be used. The vast
majority of paint in storage is likely newer than 1992 and in good shape. With these partial cans of paint, consider
using left over paint as a primer for another job.

Mix

Buying a quart of white to mix with a half gallon of color could be an alternative to buying a full gallon for a small
room or closet and saves money. In general, mix the same type of paint, i.e., gloss with gloss, flat with flat, interior
with interior, primer with primer, etc. Mixes of questionable colors can be used in an area that is not aesthetically
significant, such as basement, closet, garage, pole barn, etc, or over a bright color but never as a primer.

Store Paint for repairs

Keep partial cans of paint left from jobs for repairs and touch ups. Use a permanent marker to label the can
“Bedroom wall”, etc. Be certain to keep the paint in the original container and label to provide the drying time, type
of paint (flat? interior?), etc. Avoid keeping more than four to five cans to prevent having a large volume to dispose
of eventually. If stored indoors and not stored where it may freeze, paint can be kept over 5 years if properly sealed.

Note: Paint will have some separated fluids over time. If it can be mixed smoothly, it's
usable. If the paint has rubbery lumps, the paint was likely frozen and should be solidified
and discarded.

Recycling Paint

With any recycling program, reduction and reuse should be considered first. Paint should be bought in the right amount,
stored properly, used up, donated, and exchanged before recycling is considered.” If you can't use it yourself, give left-
over paint to a friend or neighbor or donate to a worthwhile local organization. Ask your paint store to recycle your
leftover paint It doesn't hurt to ask! Let them know that you would appreciate a take-back program for leftover paint.
Vendors want to keep their customers happy and you can help them realize that taking responsibility for the products
they produce and sell is important to you.?

There are two Michigan companies recycling latex paint
- e-Paint Recycling accepts old paint collected by Habitat ReStores and community events.
- Re-coat collects old paint and sells recycled/remanufactured paint at Port City Paint Stores in west Michigan.

Donate for Reuse®

Some organizations will accept paint that’s in good condition, meaning it can be easily stirred to a smooth consis-
tency and is uncontaminated. The paint should also be in an intact, labeled container. Many building material re-
stores, like the Habitat for Humanity, will accept leftover cans of paint, both latex and oil based. Some require the
cans to be un-opened while others accept half gallons of opened paint that is clearly labeled.

Community Projects

Consider giving the paint to a community cleanup project for painting over graffiti, community improvement pro-
jects, theatre set projects, schools, vocational classes, etc. Be sure that interior paint is not being used for exterior
applications.

This document is available at:
www.michigan.gov/documents/deqg/dnre-oppca-cw-matls-paint_323854_7.pdf




Paint Disposal
If you can't use it, donate, exchange or recycle leftover paint, as a last resort, you need to properly dispose of your
leftover paint. Liquids are banned from landfills.

e Paint can be mixed in a box with an absorbent material such as kitty litter. When completely dry, it can then be
discarded with regular trash. Liquid solvent-based paint can not be discarded with the normal trash. It could pose a
hazard to the hauler or the landfill. Instead, save it for a paint collection or a household hazardous waste program in
your community.

e Airdrying liquid solvent-based paint is not recommended. This can release toxic and combustible fumes.

e Paint solidified in a can, could be disposed with regular trash.

e Empty metal paint cans are accepted in many recycling programs, but check with your local program first. lif not
recycled, make sure the lid is off so the trash disposal crew can open the bag and determine there are no liquids.

e Dry and hardened paint, paint cans, brushes, etc, can be placed into household trash.

Except for latex (water based) paint brush cleaning, NEVER pour paint (latex or oil) down a sewer, sink or toilet con-
nection. This can cause environmental damage in storm drains, can plug or add toxic vapors to septic systems and
sanitary drains, and pollute local surface and ground water which may supply your drinking water.

Community Collections

Many communities have Household Hazardous Waste collections once or twice a year that accept oil based paint

and solvents, thinners, strippers or any item which contains the warning label "combustible”. Latex paint is rarely

accepted by HHW or other recycling centers but there are exceptions. Contact your area recycling contact to deter-

mine what is accepted and when they are open. These contacts are listed at:
www.michigan.gov/deqreswastecontacts

Air Health Issues

Fumes are also called VOCs or volatile organic compounds. Water-based (latex) paints can contain 5 to 10 percent
VOCs, while oil- or solvent-based paints contain 40 to 60 percent VOCs. These are the source of the ‘new paint’
smell that can cause respiratory problems in some people. GreenSeal has created standards for low-VOC paints that
are more stringent than EPA’s: a maximum VOC level of 50 g/L for flat paints and 150 g/L for non-flat paints. If the
VOC level is not displayed on a product’s label, ask for a material safety data sheet. For more information visit:

EPA, Renovating & indoor air quality and Green Seal approval.

1 Nova Scotia Paint Recycling Program. 2002. www.rrfb.com/pages/programs/paintoverview.cfm

2 What to do with leftover paint. August 2007. www.consumerreports.org/cro/home-garden/
resource-center/easy-ways-to- prop erly-dispose-of-leftover-paint-8-o07/
overview/o708 ways to _dispose of leftover paint.htm

This document is available at:
www.michigan.gov/documents/deqg/dnre-oppca-cw-matls-paint_323856_7.pdf




Paint Pollution Prevention

(P2) Resources

STATE RESOURCES

State Websites

Green Construction & Demolition

www.michigan.gov/degconstruction

Healthy Homes Section: Lead poisoning

www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,1607,7-132-2940 2955 2983---,00.html

Open Burning: Contact Info

www.michigan.qgov/deq/0,1607,7-135-3310 4148-65250--,00.html

Recycling

www.michigan.gov/degrecycling

Recycled Materials Market Directory

www.michigan.qgov/degrmmd

FEDERAL RESOURCES

Federal Documents

Lead —Consumer product safety

www.cpsc.qgov/CPSCPUB/PUBS/5054.html

Lead -Remodeling hazards -EPA

www.epa.qgoVv/lead/pubs/rrpamph.pdf

Lead website -EPA

www.epa.gov/lead

Federal Websites

Lead Paint & Remanufacturing

www.fpl.fs.fed.us/documnts/fplgtr/fpl _gtri64.pdf

OTHER RESOURCES

Other Websites

Environmental & Healthy paints
-Green Seal

www.greenseal.org/findaproduct/index.cfm#paints

Michigan Recycling Coalition

www.michiganrecycles.org

Sherman Williams, Air Quality

http://www.sherwin-williams.com/pro/problem/tips/indoor_air/

Green Paint: eco-friendly products

http://www.greenpaint.ca/

Product Stewardship Institute Resources

http://www.productstewardship.us/displaycommon.cfm?
an=1&subarticlenbr=141

For more information contact the Environmental Assistance Center at 1-800-662-9278

Listing of these websites does not imply any endorsement by MDEQ.

This document is available at:

www.michigan.gov/documents/deg/dnre-oppca-cw-matls-paint_323854_7.pdf




