Construction Waste Recycling
Goals
The Department of Environmental Quality has initiated a special effort to promote environmental stewardship in the construction industry by providing resources and identifying available markets for recycling construction waste.  This will increase the likelihood that construction waste will be recycled or reused.  Construction waste can comprise 30% of the waste that is landfilled.  By reusing, we not only keep waste out of landfills, but get more value out of the environmental resources through the longer life as well as save historical architecture, and reduce building costs.  
Whether selling items for reuse through architectural salvage companies or by donating them to a community resale store, this also supports growth in a new ‘salvage’ industry in Michigan, which is based on recycling and reuse.  In addition, the community residents can now buy those items at a much reduced rate.  This means that community remodeling and renewal can be done more economically, and encourages low income improvements.

Thus, recycling construction waste can accomplish the following:  

· Recycling/reusing housing, office, and construction materials 
· Salvaging historical items – saving a bit of history

· Conserving landfill space

· Providing low cost materials for local rebuilding/renewable efforts

· Promoting local markets on recycling/reuse/architectural salvage businesses

To encourage this, several workshops and presentations were made in early 2007. These were efforts to share as well as identify resources, existing and needed, that are necessary to encourage reducing, reusing, and recycling construction wastes.  The information collected to date is compiled in the document "Building Materials - Recycling" available at, www.michigan.gov/deqconstruction.

The specific actions expected to be taken under this project include:
i. Identify partners, resources and documents that support the 3R’s

ii. Identify the companies that are currently recycling construction materials
iii. Assist sites generating a potential resource locate those companies that can use that resource as a raw material or recycle it.  

iv. Develop example case studies highlighting what has been achieved in Michigan to reduce and recycle construction waste

v. Share information on applicable DEQ regulations and exemptions

vi. Identify barriers to the 3R’s for construction waste management

vii. Identify needs to improve, or encourage the 3R’s for construction waste management

viii. Identify how best to meet the identified needs

ix. Post resources on the DEQ Web site that support Michigan construction recycling efforts

x. Note where regulations are barriers and possible revisions

xi. Develop a frequently (asked) questions and answers (FAQ) sheet to address common and major waste management issues.

Anyone interested in participating in this effort can contact:  

Maggie Fields  517-335-6250  fieldsm@michigan.gov
www.michigan.gov/documents/deq/deq-ess-p2-green-cw-mtggoals_202842_7

