	Environmentally Preferred 

Purchasing

(EPP)



Tips for Greening Your Purchases
What is ‘environmentally preferred purchasing’?  It’s the purchase of

 “…products or services that have a reduced effect on human health and the environment when compared with competing products or services that serve the same purpose…”

An environmentally preferred (EP) product will have some of the following qualities:  
• Positive environmental attributes 
Certified environmental?    (See ratings below)

Contain recycled content?

Energy efficient?        www.energystar.gov
Water efficient?

Less toxic?          (mercury or lead free?)

Biodegradable?  
Easy to upgrade?

Not of environmentally sensitive materials or from sensitive areas?  (rainforests)
• Generates less waste or less toxic waste
Contains less packaging?   (Concentrated forms reduce packaging)
More durable – longer life?

Economical to repair?

Recyclable locally?

Returned to the supplier for recycling?

Is the packaging of environmental materials?

• Product meet certain environmental criteria during manufacturing or production, such as paper being processed chlorine free or being made of wood from a sustainably managed forest.

• Company reclaim or take back items such as batteries, electronics, or carpeting at the end of the product's useful life. Some federal agencies now use “closed loop” contracts requiring suppliers to pick up the used product – waste oils, tires, and toner cartridges - for disposal.

• Supplier have environmental credentials. Give preference to companies that have environmental management systems or participate in a pollution prevention partnership program.  
Also Consider - Green Energy

Buy Green energy.  Consumers Energy, Detroit Edison and Lansing Board of Water & Light all have green energy programs.  If interested in having renewable energy capabilities yourself, get information or attend workshops presented by the Great Lakes Renewable Energy Association. http://glrea.org 
Product Lists

** = certified products = Green labels
**Consumer Reports                               

www.greenerchoices.org/home.cfm  
 “Greener Choices” lists products across several categories, including electronics, appliances, home & garden, autos and food with “green ratings” provided for many products.

**Cradle to Cradle Certification      

www.mbdc.com/certified.html
This is a new effort by MBDC to environmentally certify products according to a product’s lifecycle impacts and its recycling potential.

**Energy Star

www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=products.pr_index 
A list of energy-efficient computers, monitors, printers, air conditioners, dishwashers, refrigerators, other appliances and buildings that are cheaper to operate and consume less energy.

EPA Guidance 

www.epa.gov/opptintr/epp/pubs/products/products.htm 
The database of products also includes green contract language and standards.

EPA Recycled Content  


www.epa.gov/cpg/ 

EPA’s CPG (comprehensive procurement guidelines) is focused on recycled content.  The fact sheets include content descriptions and offers specs and additional resources.  The Supplier Database allows you to search by state to find local suppliers of products.  

GSA’s Environmental Products & Services Guide  www.fedcenter.gov/Documents/index.cfm?id=517&pge_prg_id=8578&pge_id=1820 
This 179 page report lists products that have been evaluated and approved for federal agency purchases.  

**Green Guard

www.greenguard.org 

An independent organization that certifies and promotes green products.   
Green Guide

www.thegreenguide.com  
National Geographic’s Green Guide rates a wide range of home and personal products.

**Green Seal Product Ratings
www.greenseal.org 
An independent organization that certifies and promotes green products and services.  
**GREEN SPEC 




www.BuildingGreen.com   

Building related products certified as effective and green can be sorted by CSI division,  water, energy, etc.
Green2Green  




www.green2green.org 
Information on green building products

Minnesota’s Purchasing Guide


www.swmcb.org/eppg/default.asp 
Contains evaluated products for office, vehicles, building and landscaping purchases.

**Scientific Certification Systems
www.scs1.com 
An independent certifier of the food industry, forest management, marine habitats, and others. 

Sustainable Products

   


www.sustainableproducts.com/susproddef.html 

This lists products and links to several certification programs.

**USDA Organic




www.ams.usda.gov/nop 
As of 2002, this government seal identifies food either organically grown or made from organic ingredients.  

**Wood Certification Programs  
Forest Stewardship Council  

www.fscus.org/

Sustainable Forestry Initiative

www.sfiprogram.org 
These programs verify that the forest which is the source of the wood products is managed sustainably.  
Find suppliers on-line at: 




www.certifiedwoodsearch.org .
**Green Labels
It is difficult to know what products are environmentally sound.  There are some certification programs that are beginning to make it easier to tell the difference.  See the listings that begin with **.
 Resources for the Individual

Companies with environmental credentials. 

Give preference to companies that have environmental management systems or participate in a pollution prevention program or other environmental programs.    Turfgrass golf courses    Great Printers
Conscious Consumer Marketplace     www.newdream.org/consumer/index.php 
This New American Dream website also provides general help at: www.newdream.org/  

Consumer Consequences   

http://sustainability.publicradio.org/consumerconsequences 
Game - What resources are needed if everyone lived as we do?  Change conditions and see the impact.
Green Guide

www.thegreenguide.com  
National Geographic’s Green Guide rates home and personal products and has everyday tips.

Green Lodging

www.michigan.gov/greenlodging 

This site provides a list of green lodging sites to stay at while traveling Michigan.

Household Products – are yours hazardous?
http://householdproducts.nlm.nih.gov  
The National Institute of Health database provides hazard information on common household products.

Toxic Town 





http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/   

Toxic town is an interactive game-like screen that demonstrates where toxics can be found.  Once identified, avoid products with these toxics. 

Virtual Home & Tips  P2 tour (NYC)      www.nyc.gov/html/nycwasteless/html/at_home/tips_home.shtml 
This is an interactive.  The options include purchasing energy star appliances.

Waste prevention & the individual (NYC)     www.nyc.gov/html/nycwasteless/html/at_home/at_home.shtml 
This is an entertaining and informative website that covers home; work; shopping; and school.  There are also websites for government and businesses.
Resources for Businesses and Governments
EPA’s Buying Green Report
www.epa.gov/epp/pubs/buying_green_online.pdf
The Buying Green Online (Office Supplies) has a set of green criteria which meet or exceed EPA's recycled content guidelines and include additional environmental criteria.
EPA Guidance 

www.epa.gov/opptintr/epp/pubs/products/products.htm 
This includes a list of approved materials for all federal agencies.  The database includes green contract language and standards.

Federal Green Purchasing Programs 


http://ofee.gov/gp/gp.asp 
MDEQ Purchasing Guide     www.deq.state.mi.us/documents/deq-ess-p2-turf-purchasingguide.pdf 
Although written for the golf course pollution prevention program, this document contains useful product information as well as a list of environmental products and Michigan sources.
MDEQ Environmental Purchasing     
 www.michigan.gov/deqp2initiatives
New York City’s EPP Guide     www.nyc.gov/html/nycwasteless/downloads/pdf/eppmanual.pdf 
Since purchasing personnel often lack the time and resources to perform the product evaluation and life-span analysis needed for EPP, the NYC Department of Sanitation created the Environmentally Preferable Purchasing (EPP) Guide to help implement EPP practices.
Suppliers with environmental credentials. Give preference to companies that have environmental management systems or participate in pollution prevention programs.  Such as:

DEQ P2 Partnerships:   


www.michigan.gov/deq 
Clean Corporate Citizens
Great Printers P2 Partnership
Michigan Business Pollution Prevention Partnerships
Turfgrass (golf course) Partners
Sustainable Business Forums:  - Contact Bill Stough at 616-365-3246
Central Michigan Sustainable Business Forum  
www.cmsbf.org
Southeast Michigan Sustainable Business Forum   
www.smsbf.org/  
West Michigan Sustainable Business Forum   

www.wmsbf.org   
Toxic Product Alternatives  (INFORM)

www.informinc.org/p3_00.php 

Aimed at schools and local governments, this identifies safer alternatives to products containing persistent, bioaccumulative toxic chemicals (PBTs) such as mercury, lead, and dioxins.
Waste at Work:  Prevention Strategies for the Bottom Line  (INFORM)  www.informinc.org/wasteatwork.php 
This document contains extensive waste prevention strategies including common issues as well as food services and specifications.  (Approximately 100 pages long)
Other Resources
Institutional Purchasing                      www.newdream.org/procure/start/index.php 
Helps governments and large purchasers incorporate environmental purchasing. Provides policies and resources to train purchasers how to identify and buy greener products.
INFORM
http://informinc.org/pub_summaries.php 
A research organization that provides information on reducing environmental impacts through improved product design and greener purchasing.  Open one of the topics for a factsheet list.
International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives,
Sustainable Procurement 
www.iclei-europe.org/index.php?id=procurement  
Offers a wide range of information on green purchasing in Europe. Includes links to the Network of municipal purchasers as well as to success stories, recommendations, and ongoing projects.
The Natural Step
www.naturalstep.org
Consults with businesses to make sustainability assessments and develop strategies that move companies, broader industries, and society at large toward long-term sustainability. 
United Nations Sustainable Procurement      www.uneptie.org/pc/sustain/policies/green-proc.htm 
This site offers information about UN efforts to promote sustainable procurement and links to a database listing initiatives worldwide as well as product-specific criteria.
World Watch Institute
www.worldwatch.org/node/824 
A report of green purchasing examples.  “Harnessing institutional purchasing may be one of the most powerful tools to shifting patterns towards sustainability.”
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	Want to add resources to a list?  Contact Maggie Fields, MDEQ, fieldsm@michigan.gov   517-335-6250

	Listing of these websites does not imply any endorsement by MDEQ.
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