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Toxic Chemical Release Inventory

TRI-ME and 
Internet Submission via

US EPA Central Data Exchange (CDX)
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TRI-ME and TRIAL
Tools to help the TRI reporter

TRI-ME (TRI Made Easy) Reporting 
Software

Interactive software that helps:  
determine reporting criteria is met
Fill out TRI reports, and
Prepare and send submittal.

TRIAL (TRI Assistance Library)

Install from CD-ROM or download from 
www.epa.gov/tri
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TRI-ME Installation

TRI-ME installed to desktop
Reload previous year data.  This will fill 
in facility information and give you data 
to start with and review.
Determine thresholds and complete 
reports through questionnaire, or
Complete reports as expert user.
Submit reports through the Internet.

TRIAL installed to desktop
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Welcome to TRI-ME

Name your TRIName your TRI--ME report fileME report file –
appears very first time TRI-ME is opened
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Preparing Submission

Validate chemicals
Prepare EPA submission
Select submission method 
(Internet via CDX)
Select chemicals to submit
Finish
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Report Formats

InternetInternet
Via CDXVia CDX

oror
PlasticPlastic

Paper not allowed *
* TRI-ME will only print draft or file
copy 
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Benefits of Submitting through  
Internet via CDX

Simultaneous report submittal to EPA 
and State fulfills dual reporting 
requirement
Electronic Signature allows for
Paperless Filing
Facilities receive instant e-mail 
confirmation receipt
CDX submissions are processed 10 
times faster than paper submissions 
with more than 10 times fewer errors
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Internet Submission via CDX

Must be registered with CDX
First time filers can submit to 
the EPA through the Internet but 
not to the state.  Must send 
reports (disk submittal) to the 
Michigan SARA Title III Program
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Validation results in TRI-ME

Correct ALL critical errors before continuing
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Prepare EPA Submission
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Michigan in State Data Exchange
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Select Internet Submission
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CDX Submission Information

Note:  First-time filers must submit separately to the State on 
disk.  This is only for the first report year.
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Select All chemicals
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Selected Chemicals Highlighted
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Central Data Exchange (CDX)
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CDX Log-in
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CDX Requires User Name and Password
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CDX Requires Prior Year Information
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Certification from a Different Computer
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Enter E-mail addresses
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Prepare Internet Submission
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Web site reply
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E-mail notification sent
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Internet submission status
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Prepare back-up copies
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Back-up submission or exit TRI-ME
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Certification from A Different Computer

The following screens show the 
e-mails and process for review 
and certification of the Internet 
submission through the web
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E-mail Notification to Certifier and Preparer
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Review and Certify on the Internet

Forms are reviewed on the Internet.  Each form submitted 
can be reviewed prior to certifying (or cancelling) the 
submission. 

The certifier should use the “Back” arrow on the menu bar to 
get back to this screen from the View function in order to 
certify or cancel.
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View TRI Report Forms

Click on each chemical to open a replication of the form. 

Scroll through the pages of the form by clicking the “Back” or 
“Forward” arrow in Internet Explorer, or by clicking the page 
number (see following slide). 
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Review TRI Reports
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Certify Submission through the Web
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Certifier Verification
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Electronic Signature

Electronic signature requires two items of personal 
information.
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Certify Submission
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Internet Submission Status
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E-mail verifying CDX submission
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EPA Facility Data Profile (FDP)

EPA provides review and error notice 
electronically through Facility Data 
Profile (e-FDP)

Gives reporter an opportunity to verify 
data processed correctly by EPA
Indicates potential errors identified by 
TRI Data Processing Center and requests 
corrections

In TRIAL, search Index for “Facility 
Data Profile” for more information
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e-FDP Process

E-mail sent announcing posting of   
e-FDP on the Internet for review
http://triefdp.org/efdp/login.do
e-FDP includes:

Instructions for review and response
Chemical report summary
Errors/alerts about the report
Error summary page
Individual chemical report data
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e-FDP Log-in
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View Facility FDP
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Select FDP to Review

FACILITY NAME and ADDRESS
Facility Name

Address
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e-FDP Chemical Report Summary
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FDP error categories

NOSE – Notice of significant 
error
NOTE – Notice of technical error
NDC – Notice of data change
DQA – Data quality alert
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e-FDP DQA
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e-FDP DQA (cont’d)

Comparison of 
total production-
related waste 
(sum of section 
8.1-8.7) between 
report years
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Revisions
Submit as soon as errors are discovered.

To TRI Data Processing Center and the State. 

Facilities encouraged to submit all revisions 
through CDX (2004 and beyond) or on 
diskette. 
Cover letter with explanation of reason for 
the revision is helpful, but not required. 
Submission should include ONLY revised 
forms (R or A), not the entire original 
submittal. 

More information found at www.epa.gov/tri or within 
TRI Assistance Library
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Revisions / Withdrawals

Not a revision:
Form R replacing Form A
Change in chemical reported

Example:  lead compounds to replace 
original submittal for lead

Late submittal
Do not need to submit report
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Withdrawals

Facility can withdraw a submitted report
Facility submits “Request for Withdrawal” 
to EPA for review
EPA notifies requestor by letter whether 
withdrawal request is accepted
Report removed from TRIS if request is 
approved

More information found at www.epa.gov/tri or within 
TRI Assistance Library
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Electronic Facility Data Release (e-FDR)

Early TRI Data Release 
(www.epa.gov/tri-efdr)

RY 2006 data to be released Fall 2007 by 
EPA
Reports as submitted by each facility:

before the traditional annual Public Data 
Release; 
before EPA has completed data quality checks, 
compilations, and trend analysis traditionally 
done as part of the annual Public Data 
Release. 
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TRI-MEweb

Web-based application for RY2006
Purpose to migrate from computer-
based version of TRI-ME to web
Information on EPA website 
(www.epa.gov/tri/report/software)
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Future of TRI-MEweb

2007 –TRIMEweb open to facilities in 
selected states to use for Report Year 
2006
2008 – TRIMEweb open up for all 
facilities to use; promote and make 
dominant form for reporting
2009 – sunset TRI-ME CD (desktop) –
exclusive use of TRIMEweb
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TRI-ME Tutorial

Tutorials can be viewed on the 
Internet at:
http://www.epa.gov/tri/report/trime

/tutorials

Sections can serve as refresher
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Contacts

Michigan SARA Title III Program
1-517-373-8481 or
deq-ead-tri@michigan.gov

EPA Region 5 TRI Coordinator
Thelma Codina, 312-886-6219
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TRI Data on the Internet
U.S. EPA TRI Explorer, 
http://www.epa.gov/triexplorer
Michigan SARA Title III database 
http://www.deq.state.mi.us/tri
The Right-to-Know Network, 
http://www.rtk.net
Scorecard Pollution Information Site 
(Report Year 2002 data) 
http://www.scorecard.org

These are a few select websites that post TRI data


